
The Snowy Day By Ezra Jack Keats 1

The Snowy Day By
Ezra Jack Keats

The Snowy
Day By Ezra
Jack Keats

Downloaded from turn-nyc-
edge-vdmdp.louper.io by

Morris & Gross

INTRODUCTION: A
QUIET
REVOLUTION IN
CHILDREN’S
LITERATURE

F e w  b o o k s  h a v e
achieved  the  quiet,
enduring magic of The
Snowy Day  by  Ezra
Jack  Keats .  F i r s t
published in 1962, this
deceptively  simple
picture  book  about  a
young  boy  named
Peter  exploring  his
neighborhood  after  a
fresh  snowfal l  has
become a cornerstone
of children’s literature.
What  appears  at  first
g l a n c e  t o  b e  a

straightforward  story
about  a  child’s  winter
adventure  is,  upon
closer  examination,  a
landmark  work  that
broke  racial  barriers,
redefined  the  visual
language  of  picture
books,  and  captured
the universal wonder of
c h i l d h o o d .  F o r
generations of readers,
The  Snowy  Day  by
Ezra Jack Keats is not
merely a book; it  is a
cherished memory,  an
invitation to play,  and
a  testament  to  the
beauty  of  everyday
moments.  Its  influence
remains  so  profound
that  it  continues  to
inspire  new  readers
and artists  more  than
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six  decades  after  its
initial  release.  This
article  explores  the
story behind the book,
its  groundbreaking
significance,  and  the
r e a s o n s  w h y  The
Snowy Day  by  Ezra
Jack Keats deserves a
permanent  place  on
every child’s bookshelf.

THE STORY
BEHIND THE
STORY: EZRA JACK
KEATS’ PERSONAL
JOURNEY

To fully appreciate The
Snowy Day  by  Ezra
Jack Keats, it helps to
understand  the  man
who  created  it.  Born
Jacob Ezra Katz in 1916
in Brooklyn, New York,
Keats  grew  up  in  a
poor, Jewish immigrant
family. His parents ran
a  small  delicatessen,
and money was always
tight.  Despite  these
hardships,  young  Ezra
showed an early talent

for drawing. His mother
encouraged his artistic
pursuits,  though  his
father worried that art
would never provide a
s t a b l e  i n c o m e .
Tragical ly ,  Keats’
father  died just  as he
was  beginning  to  find
success  as  an  artist,
ne ve r  se e ing  t he
heights  his  son  would
reach.
Keats  worked  as  a
m u r a l i s t  a n d
commercial  illustrator
for  decades  before
turning  to  children’s
books.  Initially,  he
i l lustrated  stories
w r i t t e n  b y  o t h e r
authors.  However,  he
became frustrated with
the  l imi tat ions  o f
illustrating  someone
e l s e ’ s  v i s i o n .  H e
wanted to tell his own
s t o r y ,  o n e  t h a t
reflected  the  world  he
saw  around  him.  The
inspiration  for  The
Snowy Day  by  Ezra
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Jack Keats came from
a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f
photographs  he  had
c l i pped  f rom  L i fe
magazine years earlier.
One  photograph,  in
particular,  featured  a
y o u n g  A f r i c a n
American boy, his face
full  of  expression  and
life. That image stayed
with  Keats.  He  later
s a i d  t h a t  h e  f e l t
compelled  to  make
that boy the hero of a
story,  not  because  of
his  race,  but  because
of  his  humanity.  This
decision,  rooted  in
simple artistic instinct,
wou ld  change  the
landscape of children’s
publishing forever.

PLOT SUMMARY: A
SIMPLE DAY OF
WONDER

At its core, The Snowy
Day  by  Ezra  Jack
Keats  te l ls  a  very
straightforward  story.
The  narrative  follows

Peter,  a  young  boy
living  in  a  city,  who
wakes up one morning
to  find  the  world
outside transformed by
a  deep  b lanket  o f
snow.  Dressed  in  his
bright  red  snowsuit,
Peter  ventures  out  to
explore. He does what
any child would do: he
makes  tracks  with  his
feet,  drags  a  st ick
through the snow, and
creates  a  snowman
and  snow  angels.  He
even  tries  to  save  a
snowball  in his pocket
f o r  l a t e r ,  o n l y  t o
discover, with a child’s
disappointment, that it
has melted away.
T h e  p l o t  h a s  n o
dramatic  conflict,  no
villain,  and  no  overt
lesson.  It  is  purely  a
sensory  experience:
the  crunch  of  snow
underfoot,  the  thump
of a snowball hitting a
tree, the quiet stillness
of  a  snowy  morning.
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Keats masterfully slows
down  time,  allowing
readers  to  experience
each  small  discovery
alongside Peter. After a
warm bath and dinner,
P e t e r  c h e c k s  h i s
pocket,  finds  the
snowball  gone,  and
falls  asleep.  The  next
morning, new snow has
fallen,  and  his  friend
calls  him  outside  to
play  again.  The  story
ends  on  a  no te  o f
gent le  op t im ism,
inviting children to see
t h e  o r d i n a r y  a s
extraordinary.

BREAKING
BARRIERS: THE
GROUNDBREAKING
REPRESENTATION

The  most  historically
significant  aspect  of
The  Snowy  Day  by
Ezra Jack Keats is its
simple,  unapologetic
depiction of an African
American child  as  the
protagonist. In 1962, at

the height of the Civil
R ights  Movement,
picture books featuring
Black  children  as  the
central character were
exceedingly  rare.
When they did appear,
t h e y  w e r e  o f t e n
didactic,  focused  on
social issues, or set in
stereotypical  contexts.
Keats  broke this  mold
entirely.  He  did  not
write  about  race.  He
did  not  write  about
inequality.  He  wrote
about snow. Peter was
not  defined by  his  skin
color;  he  was  defined
by his curiosity, his joy,
and his imagination.
This  approach  was
revolutionary.  The
Snowy Day  by  Ezra
Jack Keats  presented
a  Black  child  living  a
normal, happy, middle-
class  childhood  in  an
u r b a n  s e t t i n g .  I t
affirmed  that  Black
children  deserved  to
see  themselves  in
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stories  of  wonder  and
play, not just in stories
of  struggle.  The  book
was  widely  celebrated
for this, though it also
faced some criticism. A
few critics argued that
Keats,  a  white  Jewish
man,  had  no  right  to
tel l  a  Black  chi ld’s
story. Others, including
many African American
l i b r a r i a n s  a n d
educators,  defended
the book passionately,
pointing out that Keats’
portrayal  was  warm,
r e s p e c t f u l ,  a n d
desperately  needed.
The  debate  continues
in some circles  today,
but  the  overwhelming
consensus is that The
Snowy Day  by  Ezra
Jack  Keats  opened
doors  fo r  g rea te r
diversity in publishing,
paving  the  way  for
generations of authors
and  i l lustrators  of
color.

ARTISTIC
INNOVATION: THE
COLLAGE STYLE

Beyond  i t s  soc ia l
significance,  The
Snowy Day  by  Ezra
Jack  Keats  is  also  a
masterpiece  of  visual
storytell ing.  Keats
employed a distinctive
collage technique that
was highly unusual for
children’s books at the
t ime.  He  used  cut
paper ,  pa t te rned
fabrics,  wood  grain,
wallpaper,  and  even
b i t s  o f  h i s  o w n
paintings to create the
illustrations. The result
is a rich, textured, and
deeply  atmospheric
world.
The visual style of The
Snowy Day  by  Ezra
Jack Keats  is notable
for several reasons:

Bold Use of
Color: Against
the vast white of
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the snow, Peter’s
bright red
snowsuit pops
vividly. This
contrast draws
the child’s eye
directly to Peter,
making him the
emotional center
of every page.
Textural
Richness: The
collage
technique gives
the illustrations a
tactile quality.
Readers can
almost feel the
grain of a
wooden floor, the
softness of a
blanket, or the
rough bark of a
tree.
Perspective
and Scale:
Keats often
shows the world
from Peter’s low
eye level,
making
buildings, trees,

and even
snowdrifts seem
grand and
impressive. This
perspective
invites the child
reader into the
scene.
Emotional
Subtlety:
Peter’s face is
rarely drawn with
a wide smile.
Instead, Keats
conveys emotion
through posture,
body language,
and the overall
mood of the
scene. This
restraint makes
Peter’s quiet
contentment feel
authentic.

The visual language of
The  Snowy  Day  by
Ezra  Jack  Keats  has
influenced  countless
illustrators. Its blend of
s i m p l i c i t y  a n d
sophistication  proved
that  picture  books
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c o u l d  b e  b o t h
a c c e s s i b l e  a n d
artistically ambitious.

THEMES AND
DEEPER MEANING

While The Snowy Day
by  Ezra  Jack  Keats
appears  simple,  it  is
rich  with  themes  that
resonate  with  both
children  and  adults.
One  central  theme  is
the value of solitary
play.  Peter  explores
t h e  w o r l d  a l o n e ,
without  a  parent  or
sibling  directing  him.
He  makes  h is  own
discoveries,  solves  his
own  small  problems
(like  how  to  make  a
snowball  stick),  and
processes  his  own
f e e l i n g s  o f
disappointment  when
the  snowball  melts.
This  independence  is
empowering for young
readers ,  who  see
themselves capable of
navigating the world.

Another  important
theme is the cycle of
nature and renewal.
The  snow  fa l l s ,  i s
explored,  and  melts.
Then,  new snow falls.
This  cycle  mirrors  the
rhythms  of  childhood
itself :  moments  of
excitement followed by
rest,  followed  by  new
oppor tun i t ies  fo r
adventure.  The  book
teaches ,  w i thou t
l e c t u r i n g ,  t h a t
disappointment  is
temporary and that joy
can return.
There is  also a subtle
t h e m e  o f  u r b a n
beauty. Keats grew up
in  the  c i ty,  and  he
portrays  the  urban
landscape  not  as  a
cold,  concrete  jungle
b u t  a s  a  p l a c e  o f
wonder .  The  snow
softens the hard edges
o f  t h e  c i t y ,
transforming  rooftops,
fire  hydrants,  and
telephone  poles  into
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objects  of  beauty.  For
city-dwelling  children,
th i s  va l i da t i on  i s
powerful. For suburban
or  rural  children,  it
offers  a  window  into  a
different kind of world.

AWARDS AND
LASTING LEGACY

The  Snowy  Day  by
Ezra  Jack  Keats
r e c e i v e d  t h e
Caldecott  Medal  in
1963,  the  h ighest
honor  for  American
picture  books.  This
award  brought  the
book massive attention
and cemented its place
in the canon. It was the
first  time  a  book
featuring  an  African
American  protagonist
won  the  Caldecott,  a
milestone  that  took
decades  to  repeat.
The  legacy  of  The
Snowy Day  by  Ezra
Jack Keats extends far
beyond its awards. The
b o o k  h a s  b e e n

translated  into  dozens
of  languages  and  has
sold millions of  copies
worldwide. It has been
adapted  into  a  short
film,  an  animated
special,  and  even  a
stage  production.  In
2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  U n i t e d
States  Postal  Service
i s s u e d  a  s t a m p
featuring  Peter  from
the book, a rare honor
that  speaks  to  the
character’s  cultural
status.
Moreover,  the  book
helped launch a series
of  sequels,  including
Whist le  for  Wi l l ie ,
Peter’s  Chair,  and  A
Letter to Amy. In these
later  books,  Peter
grows  older,  gains  a
sister,  and  navigates
the  small  dramas  of
e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d .
Together,  the  Peter
series forms one of the
ear l ies t  and  most
beloved portrait  series
of  a  B lack  ch i ld  in
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American literature.

WHY THE SNOWY
DAY STILL
MATTERS TODAY

In  an  era  of  digital
screens,  structured
activities, and constant
s t imu la t i on ,  The
Snowy Day  by  Ezra
Jack  Keats  offers  a
gentle  antidote.  It
celebrates the kind of
unstructured,  sensory-
r i c h  p l a y  t h a t  i s
increasingly  rare  in
modern  childhood.
Peter does not need a
tablet or a toy catalog.
He needs snow, a stick,
a n d  h i s  o w n
imagination.  The  book
reminds  parents  and
educators  that  the
simplest  experiences
o f t e n  l e a v e  t h e
deepest impressions.
The book also remains
a  v i t a l  t o o l  f o r
teaching diversity. It
is  not  a  book  about

diversity,  which  is
precisely its strength. It
shows,  rather  than
tells, that a Black child
can  be  the  hero  of  a
universal story. This is
the  highest  form  of
inclusion:  not  drawing
attention  to  difference,
but allowing characters
to simply exist as full,
complete  individuals.
For  children  of  color,
see ing  Pe te r  as  a
h a p p y ,  c a p a b l e ,
independent  child  is
affirming.  For  white
children,  it  normalizes
divers i ty  from  the
earl iest  age.

Practical
Ways to
Use The
Snowy
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Day with
Children
Parents,  teachers,  and
librarians  have  found
count less  ways  to
extend the experience
of The Snowy Day by
Ezra  Jack  Keats
beyond  the  page:

Nature Walk:
After reading,
take children
outside to make
their own
footprints and
snow angels.
Collage Art:
Provide paper,
fabric scraps,
and glue so
children can
create their own
Keats-inspired
collages.
Science
Lesson: Use the
melting snowball
as a springboard

to discuss states
of matter: solid,
liquid, and gas.
Journaling: Ask
children to write
or draw about a
time they were
disappointed,
and how they felt
afterward.
Compare and
Contrast: Read
the book in
summer and ask
children to
imagine what
Peter might do
on a hot day.

T h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s
deepen comprehension
and  he lp  ch i ld ren
connect  the  story  to
their own lives.

CRITIQUES AND
CONVERSATIONS

No  discussion  of  The
Snowy Day  by  Ezra
J a c k  K e a t s  i s
complete  wi thout
acknowledging  the
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ongoing  conversation about


