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INTRODUCTION:
NAVIGATING THE
MODERN CAR
PURCHASE

Buying a new car is
one of the most
significant financial
decisions most people
will make. The
excitement of picking a
new model, choosing
the right color, and
imagining the open
road is often tempered
by the reality of
research, negotiations,
and paperwork. With
dozens of makes,
hundreds of models,
and a constantly
shifting landscape of

incentives and pricing,
the process can feel
overwhelming. This is
where a trusted
resource becomes
invaluable, which is
why the Edmunds
New Car Buyers
Guide has remained a
cornerstone for car
shoppers for over two
decades. It is more
than just a list of
prices; it is a
comprehensive

ecosystem designed to
empower you, the
buyer, with data,
expert opinions, and
real-world insights.
Whether you are a
first-time buyer or a
seasoned owner,
understanding how to
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leverage this guide can
transform a stressful
task into a confident,
informed journey. This
article will walk you
through everything you
need to know to use
the Edmunds New Car
Buyers Guide to your
advantage, saving you
time, money, and
potential headaches.

WHAT IS THE
EDMUNDS NEW
CAR BUYERS
GUIDE?

At its core, the
Edmunds New Car
Buyers Guide is a
digital platform and
informational resource
that provides detailed
data on every new
vehicle sold in the
United States. Founded
in 1966 by three
brothers, Edmunds
started as a print
publication offering
straightforward car
pricing. Today, it has

evolved into a digital
powerhouse. The guide
is not just a static list;
it is a dynamic tool that
aggregates dealer
invoice prices,
manufacturer
suggested retail prices
(MSRP), real-market
transaction data,
incentives, rebates,
and expert reviews.

A Shift
from
MSRP to
True
Market
Value

One of the most critical
concepts introduced by
Edmunds is the True
Market Value (TMV).
Unlike the MSRP, which
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is the manufacturer's
suggested price, TMV
reflects what people
are actually paying for
a car in your area,
accounting for supply,
demand, and regional
incentives. The
Edmunds New Car
Buyers Guide uses this
data to help you
understand if a dealer's
offer is fair. This shift
from sticker price to
actual market price has
revolutionized how
consumers approach
car buying, putting
leverage back into the
hands of the buyer.

KEY FEATURES OF
THE EDMUNDS
NEW CAR BUYERS
GUIDE

The guide is packed
with features designed
to cover every stage of
the car-buying process.
Understanding these
tools is the first step to
using them effectively.

1. In-
Depth
Vehicle
Reviews

Every new car listed on
Edmunds comes with a
detailed professional
review. These reviews
go beyond simple pros
and cons. They analyze
the engine
performance, interior
comfort, technology
interface, safety
ratings, and cargo
space. You will find star
ratings, expert
commentary, and
video walkthroughs.
The Edmunds New
Car Buyers Guide
also incorporates user
reviews, giving you a
balanced view from
both «critics and
everyday owners. This



blend of professional
and public opinion
helps you filter out
vehicles that might
look good on paper but
fail in real-world
conditions.

2.
Compreh
ensive
Pricing
Tools

This is the heart of the
guide. For each new
car, you can see:

e MSRP: The base
price of the car.

¢ Invoice Price:
What the dealer
initially pays the
manufacturer.

e True Market
Value (TMV):
The average

price paid in your
area.

e Available
Incentives:
Cash rebates,
low APR
financing, or
lease specials.

Armed with these
figures, you can walk
into a dealership with a
clear target price. The
guide also offers a
"Price Promise"
program where
participating dealers
guarantee a specific
price upfront,
eliminating haggling.

3. Side-
by-Side
Comparis
ons

Choosing between two
or three models is
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common. The Edmunds
New Car Buyers Guide
allows you to compare
vehicles side-by-side.
You can put a Honda
Accord against a
Toyota Camry and see
exactly where each
excels in terms of

horsepower, fuel
economy, rear
legroom, and tech

features. This feature
is invaluable for
narrowing down your
shortlist without
needing to visit
multiple dealerships.

4. Cost to
Own
Calculato
,

Purchase price is just
the beginning.
Edmunds provides a
five-year Cost to Own

estimate, factoring in
depreciation,
insurance, fuel,
maintenance, and
financing. A car with a
lower sticker price
might cost more over
five years due to poor
fuel economy or high
depreciation. The
Edmunds New Car
Buyers Guide helps you
see the full financial
picture, ensuring you
choose a vehicle that
fits your long-term
budget.

HOW TO USE THE
EDMUNDS NEW
CAR BUYERS
GUIDE
EFFECTIVELY

Simply browsing the
guide is helpful, but
using it methodically
yields the best results.
Here is a step-by-step
approach.



Step 1:

Define

Your

Needs

and
Budget

Before diving into the
guide, list your
priorities. Do you need
all-wheel drive? Do you
prioritize cargo space
or fuel efficiency? What
iS your maximum
monthly payment? The
Edmunds New Car
Buyers Guide allows
you to filter by body
style (SUV, sedan,
truck), price range, fuel
type (gas, hybrid,
electric), and features.
Use these filters to

fit your criteria.

Step 2:
Research
and
Compare
Your
Options

Once you have a
shortlist, read the full
review for each model.
Pay special attention to
the "Our Verdict"
section, which
summarizes the car's
strengths and
weaknesses. Then, use
the comparison tool to
see how your top two
or three choices stack
up. Look at the
Edmunds New Car
Buyers Guide ratings

generate alistof 3to5 ¢4y performance
potential vehicles that
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comfort, interior,
technology, and value.
This will help you
eliminate models that
don't meet your
standards.

Step 3:
Determin
e Your
Target
Price

For the car you favor
most, look up the True
Market Value (TMV).
Make sure you enter
your zip code, as prices
vary by region. Also,
check the "Incentives"
tab for current rebates,
which can be
thousands of dollars.
Write down the TMV,
the invoice price, and
the total available
incentives. This is your

realistic target price for
negotiation.

Step 4.
Get Pre-
Approved
and Find
a Deal

Edmunds has a finance
center where you can
check your credit score
and get pre-approved
for a loan. This gives
you leverage. Then,
use the "Find a Car"
feature to see
inventory at local
dealerships. You can
even send a quote
request to multiple
dealers directly
through the Edmunds
New Car Buyers Guide
platform, asking them
to beat your target
price.



Step 5:
Use the
Price
Promise
Program

To avoid negotiation
entirely, look for
dealers with the Price
Promise badge. These
dealers have agreed to
sell the car at a
specific, pre-negotiated
price based on
Edmunds data. This
guarantees a fair deal
without the back-and-
forth.

BENEFITS OF
USING THE
EDMUNDS NEW
CAR BUYERS
GUIDE

The advantages of

using this resource go
beyond just saving a
few dollars.

Time
Efficiency

Instead of visiting
multiple dealerships
over several weekends,
you can do 90% of
your research online.
The Edmunds New Car
Buyers Guide
consolidates all the
information you need
in one place. You can
compare models, read
reviews, and find
inventory without ever
leaving your couch.
This condenses a
process that could take
weeks into a few
focused hours.

Financial
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Confidenc
e

Knowing the dealer's
invoice price and the
True Market Value
eliminates the fear of
overpaying. The guide
provides transparency
in an industry that has
historically been
opaque. When a dealer
quotes a price, you can
immediately check it
against the Edmunds
New Car Buyers Guide
data to see if it is fair.
This confidence
reduces anxiety and
helps you stick to your
budget.

Objective
Informati

on

Dealerships are in the
business of selling
cars; their information
is naturally biased.
Friends and family may
have strong opinions
based on limited
experience. The
Edmunds New Car
Buyers Guide provides
objective, data-driven
analysis from
professional reviewers.
The user reviews also
offer a broad spectrum
of ownership
experiences, helping
you identify common
problems or pleasant
surprises.

Long-
Term
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Savings

The Cost to Own
calculator is a standout
feature. It shifts your
focus from the
immediate monthly
payment to the total
cost of ownership. A
car that is cheap to
buy might be
expensive to maintain
or insure. By using the
Edmunds New Car
Buyers Guide, you can
avoid vehicles that will
drain your wallet over
time, potentially saving
thousands of dollars
over five years.

TIPS FOR FIRST-
TIME BUYERS
USING THE GUIDE

If you are new to the
car-buying world, the
volume of information
can be daunting. Here
are a few tips to
simplify your
experience with the

1. Start with the
“"Car Finder"
tool: Thisis a
guided quiz that
asks about your
lifestyle and
preferences. It
will recommend
suitable models,
which is a great
way to begin if
you have no idea
what you want.

2. Don't skip the

user reviews:
While
professional
reviews are
great, real
owners often
mention quirks or
issues that only
appear after
months of use.
Look for patterns
in user reviews
(e.g., "Seats are
uncomfortable
on long trips" or
"Infotainment
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system is slow").

. Pay attention
to the "Smart
Buy" rating:
Edmunds rates
each vehicle on
value. A high
Smart Buy rating
means the car
offers a lot for its
price. This is a
useful short-hand
for getting the
most bang for
your buck.

. Use the "Trade-
In" tool: If you
have a car to
trade in,
Edmunds also
provides a trade-
in value tool.
Knowing this
number before
you walk in
prevents the
dealer from
lowballing you on
your trade to
offset the new
car price.

5. Read the fine
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print on
incentives:
Some rebates
are only
available if you
finance through
the
manufacturer.
Others are for
cash purchases.
The Edmunds
New Car Buyers
Guide clearly
lists the terms,
so you don't miss
out on savings.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID

Even with a great
guide, buyers can
make errors. Here are
pitfalls to watch out for
when wusing the
Edmunds New Car
Buyers Guide.

e Focusing only
on the monthly
payment:
Dealers love to



stretch loans to
72 or 84 months
to make
payments look
small. The guide
helps you focus
on the total
price. Always
negotiate the
"out-the-door
price" before
talking about
monthly
payments.
Ignoring
regional
differences:
TMV is location-
specific. A car
that is a good
deal in Los
Angeles might be
overpriced in
Chicago. Always
enter your
correct zip code.
Skipping the
test drive: The
Edmunds New
Car Buyers Guide
is a research
tool, not a
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replacement for
physical
experience.
Specs and
reviews are
invaluable, but
you still need to
sit in the car, test
the visibility, and
feel the
acceleration. Use
the guide to find
the right car, but
always drive it
before signing.
Not checking
for updates:
Prices and
incentives
change monthly.
Make sure you
are looking at
the most current
version of the
guide. Check the
date on the
pricing data to
ensure it is for
the current
month.
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CONCLUStONdoes not have to
YOUR SMARTEST be a maze of confusion

CAR BUYING ALLY 2and high-pressure
tactics. The Edmunds

The journey to a new New Car
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