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INTRODUCTION: A LITERARY
MILESTONE BEGINS WITH A DATE

For nearly a century, F. Scott Fitzgerald's
masterpiece has captivated readers,
inspired countless adaptations, and
secured its place in the pantheon of
American literature. But before it
became the iconic novel we know today,
it was simply a manuscript waiting for its
moment. Understanding when was The
Great Gatsby first published is more
than a trivia question; it is the key to
unlocking the historical and cultural
context that shaped this brilliant work.
The publication date marks the birth of a
story that would eventually define an
era, though its initial journey was far
from the triumphant success one might
imagine.

The question of when was The Great
Gatsby first published leads us
directly to the heart of the Roaring
Twenties. It was a time of
unprecedented social change, economic
boom, and cultural experimentation. The
answer, quite precisely, is April 10, 1925.
On that spring day, Scribner's Sons
released the novel into a world that was
both ready for its themes and,
paradoxically, not quite ready to
embrace its brilliance. This article will
explore not only the exact date but also
the fascinating story behind the
publication, the initial reception, and

how the novel's release date continues
to resonate with readers and collectors
today.

THE EXACT PUBLICATION DATE
OF THE GREAT GATSBY

To answer the central question directly:
The Great Gatsby was first
published on April 10, 1925. This
date is a cornerstone of literary history,
marking the first time Jay Gatsby, Daisy
Buchanan, and the green light at the end
of the dock entered the public
imagination. The publisher was Charles
Scribner's Sons, a prestigious New York
publishing house that had already
worked with Fitzgerald on his previous
novels, This Side of Paradise (1920) and
The Beautiful and Damned (1922).

First Edition
Release Details

The first edition of The Great Gatsby had
a print run of approximately 20,870
copies. This number, while modest by
today's blockbuster standards, was
standard for literary fiction of the time.
The book was bound in a distinctive
green cloth cover, featuring a striking
dust jacket—one of the most famous in
American literature—designed by
Spanish artist Francis Cugat. This cover
art, depicting a pair of disembodied eyes
and lips hovering over a blue carnival
scene, was created before the novel was
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even finished, and Fitzgerald was so
impressed by it that he incorporated the
imagery of the "eyes of Doctor T.J.
Eckleburg" into the final manuscript.

Understanding when was The Great
Gatsby first published also involves
knowing the details of that first print run.
The first printing can be identified by a
few key points: the copyright page lists
"Published April, 1925" (though the
actual date was April 10), and the word
"cat" appears on page 60, line 16 in a
specific  context. Later  printings
corrected this and other minor textual
errors. The original selling price was
$2.00, a standard price for novels at the
time. Today, a first edition in excellent
condition with the original dust jacket
can fetch hundreds of thousands of
dollars at auction, a testament to the
novel's enduring value.

THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT
BEHIND THE 1925 PUBLICATION

The publication date of April 10, 1925
places the novel squarely in the middle
of the Jazz Age, a term Fitzgerald himself
coined. This was a period of wild social
transformation, prohibition, flappers,
bootleggers, and a booming stock
market. The novel's themes of wealth,
class, and the American Dream are a
direct reflection of the era's excesses
and disillusionments.

The Roaring
Twenties and
Literary

Modernism

When considering when was The
Great Gatsby first published, one
must consider the literary landscape of
1925. This was a high point of literary
modernism. Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia
Woolf and Manhattan Transfer by John
Dos Passos were also published in 1925.
Fitzgerald was part of the "Lost
Generation" of American expatriates in
Paris, a group that included Ernest
Hemingway and Gertrude Stein. The
novel's lyrical prose, experimental
structure, and focus on internal
consciousness were hallmarks of the
modernist movement. Yet, it was also
distinctly American, exploring the myth
of the self-made man and the corrupting
influence of wealth.

The world of 1925 was one of
contradictions. It was a time of great
innovation—think of the first
transatlantic flight, the Scopes Monkey
Trial, and the rise of Hollywood. It was
also a time of deep social stratification
and racial tension, themes that simmer
beneath the surface of Gatsby's
glittering parties. The publication date
serves as a historical marker for all these
cultural forces converging in a single,
brilliant novel.

Fitzgerald's
Career Leading
Up to Gatsby

To fully appreciate when was The
Great Gatsby first published, it helps
to understand where Fitzgerald was in
his career. He had achieved early fame
with This Side of Paradise at just 23
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years old. He was the golden boy of
American letters, married to the
glamorous Zelda Sayre. However, by
1925, his star had dimmed somewhat.
The Beautiful and Damned was seen as
a step down, and Fitzgerald was
struggling financially. He poured his
heart, soul, and ambition into The Great
Gatsby, hoping it would be his critical
and commercial triumph. He wrote much
of it in France, working intensely to craft
a novel that he believed was his best
work. The pressure was immense, and
the book's failure to achieve immediate
commercial success was a bitter
disappointment that would haunt him for
the rest of his life.

FROM MANUSCRIPT TO
BESTSELLER: THE JOURNEY TO
PUBLICATION

The path from Fitzgerald's pen to the
bookshelves of April 10, 1925 was a
complex one, involving significant
editorial input and last-minute revisions.

Writing and
Revising the
Novel

Fitzgerald began working on the novel in
1923, originally calling it Trimalchio in
West Egg, after a character in
Petronius's Satyricon. He went through
multiple drafts and titles, including
Among the Ash Heaps and Millionaires
and The High-Bouncing Lover. It was his
editor, Maxwell Perkins, who suggested
the final title, The Great Gatsby.
Fitzgerald was deeply involved in the
production process, sending frantic
telegrams to Perkins about cover art,

page proofs, and even the color of the
binding. He wanted the book to be
perfect. The journey to publication was
an intense collaboration between author
and editor, resulting in a tighter, more
focused narrative than Fitzgerald's
earlier novels.

Scribner's and
Maxwell Perkins

The role of Maxwell Perkins cannot be
overstated when discussing when was
The Great Gatsby first published.
Perkins was the legendary editor who
also worked with Hemingway, Thomas
Wolfe, and Ring Lardner. He saw the
potential in Fitzgerald's manuscript,
which was initially longer and more
disjointed. Perkins wrote a famous letter
to Fitzgerald in 1924, suggesting that
the story should focus more on Gatsby
himself and that the narrator, Nick
Carraway, needed to be more clearly
defined. Fitzgerald agreed and made
extensive revisions. The relationship
between Perkins and Fitzgerald was
symbiotic: Perkins provided the editorial
discipline, and Fitzgerald provided the
literary genius. The final product,
published on that April day in 1925, was
a testament to their partnership.

THE INITIAL RECEPTION AND
SALES PERFORMANCE

One of the most ironic aspects of the
novel's history is that when was The
Great Gatsby first published, it was
not an immediate success. In fact, it was
a commercial disappointment.



Contemporary
Critical Reviews

The reviews were mixed, though many
were positive. The New York Times
called it "a curious book, a mystical,
glamorous story of today." The Chicago
Daily Tribune praised its "brilliantly
descriptive" style. However, some critics
were less kind, with one reviewer from
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch remarking
that it was "neither profound nor
particularly original." The novel did not
sell out its first printing. By the end of
1925, Fitzgerald had earned only about
$2,000 from the book, and the publisher
had not yet broken even. The initial print
run of 20,870 copies did not sell out, and
a second printing of 5,000 copies was
eventually ordered in August 1925, but
sales remained sluggish.

Sales Figures
and Commercial
Disappointment

The disappointing sales figures are a
crucial part of the story. By the time of
Fitzgerald's death in 1940, the novel had
sold fewer than 25,000 copies total. The
publisher had remaindered (sold at a
discount) many copies. The fact that
when was The Great Gatsby first
published it was met with such
commercial indifference is a stark
reminder that literary greatness is not
always recognized in its own time.
Fitzgerald was deeply hurt by the failure.
He had pinned his hopes on this novel,
and its lack of success pushed him
further into the financial and personal

struggles that would define his later
years. He died believing that his
masterpiece had been largely ignored.

THE LEGACY OF THE FIRST
EDITION

Today, the first edition of The Great
Gatsby is one of the most collectible
books in American literature. The
question of when was The Great
Gatsby first published is of utmost
importance to bibliophiles and collectors.

Collector's Value
and First Printing
|dentification

As mentioned earlier, identifying a true
first printing is key. The copyright page
should state "Published April, 1925" and
lack a later printing number. The dust
jacket, especially one in good condition,
is the most valuable component. A
pristine first edition with a first-issue
dust jacket sold for over $150,000 at a
Sotheby's auction in 2009. The value
continues to rise as the novel's
reputation grows. The fact that when
was The Great Gatsby first
published is 1925 places it at the
beginning of the "Golden Age" of dust
jacket art, making it a prize for both
literary and art collectors. The specific
details of the first printing—the "cat"
error on page 60, the color of the cloth,
the condition of the jacket—are all part
of a sophisticated collector's knowledge
base.
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The Novel's Rise

to Literary

Stardom

The novel's ascent to its current status is
a fascinating story in itself. After
Fitzgerald's death, interest in his work
waned. However, during World War II,
the Council on Books in Wartime
distributed thousands of free copies to
American soldiers. This massive
exposure planted the seeds for a revival.
In the 1950s and 1960s, literary critics
like Arthur Mizener and Lionel Trilling
began to re-evaluate the novel,
championing it as a masterpiece. By the
1970s, it had become a staple of high
school and college curricula. Today,
when was The Great Gatsby first
published is a date known by millions of
students and readers around the world.

The novel is consistently ranked as one
of the greatest American novels ever
written, and its sales now exceed 25
million copies worldwide.

WHY THE PUBLICATION DATE
MATTERS TODAY

The question "when was The Great
Gatsby first published" remains relevant
for several reasons, extending beyond
simple historical curiosity.

Centennial
Celebrations and
Modern
Relevance

As we approach the centennial of the
novel's publication in 2025, the date has
taken on new significance



