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INTRODUCTION:
TAKING CONTROL
OF YOUR CAR’S
HEALTH WITH THE
ACTRON CP 9175
OBD II
AUTOSCANNER

Modern  vehicles  are
m a r v e l s  o f
engineering,  but when
that check engine light
illuminates  on  your
dashboard,  it  can feel
like a mystery wrapped
in a riddle. The Actron
C P  9 1 7 5  O B D  I I
A u t o s c a n n e r  i s
designed  to  demystify
those  warning  lights
and  put  diagnostic
power  directly  into

your  hands.  Whether
you are a seasoned DIY
mechanic  or  a  car
owner  who  s imply
wants  to  understand
what your car is trying
to say, this code reader
offers  a  practical  and
affordable  solution.  In
this  comprehensive
guide,  we will  explore
the features,  usability,
and  real-world  benefits
of the Actron CP 9175,
helping you decide if it
is  the  right  tool  for
y o u r  a u t o m o t i v e
needs.

WHAT IS THE
ACTRON CP 9175
OBD II
AUTOSCANNER?

The Actron CP 9175 is
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a handheld, entry-level
OBD II code reader and
scanner. It is designed
to  communicate  with
the onboard computer
systems of  most  cars,
light trucks,  and SUVs
so ld  in  the  Uni ted
States since 1996. As a
generic OBD II  tool,  it
r eads  d i agnos t i c
trouble  codes,  also
known  as  DTCs,  from
t h e  e n g i n e  a n d
transmission  control
modules. The CP 9175
goes  beyond  simply
reading  codes;  it  also
p r o v i d e s  c o d e
definitions,  displays
l ive  data  or  freeze
frame  data,  and  can
even turn off the check
engine  light  after  a
repair has been made.
Its  straightforward
interface  and  clear
backlit  screen make it
a  f avo r i t e  among
b e g i n n e r s  a n d
intermediate users who
want a reliable scanner

without the complexity
o f  h i g h - e n d
professional  tools.

Key
Specificat
ions and
Hardware
Understanding  the
physical  and  technical
aspects  of  the  Actron
CP  9175  helps  you
appreciate  its  build
q u a l i t y  a n d
funct ional i ty.  The
dev ice  features  a
compact,  ergonomic
design  that  fits
comfortably  in  your
hand. It  comes with a
durable  cable  and  a
1 6 - p i n  O B D  I I
connector  that  plugs
into  the  vehic le ’s
diagnostic port, usually
located  under  the
d a s h b o a r d .  K e y



Actron Cp 9175 Obd Ii Autoscanner 3

3

features  include:

Display: A large,
2-line, 24-
character backlit
LCD screen that
is easy to read in
various lighting
conditions.
Keypad: A
simple,
membrane-style
keypad with
intuitive buttons
for navigation,
scrolling, and
confirming
selections.
Power: The
scanner draws
power directly
from the
vehicle’s OBD II
port, so no
batteries or
separate power
cords are
required.
Compatibility:
Works with OBD
II protocols,
including SAE
J1850 PWM, SAE

J1850 VPW, ISO
9141-2, ISO
14230 KWP, and
ISO 15765 CAN.
Languages:
Available in
English, Spanish,
and French, with
the ability to
toggle between
them.

T h e s e  h a r d w a r e
specifications  make
the Actron CP 9175 a
robust  and  portable
tool that can be kept in
y o u r  g l o v e
compar tmen t  f o r
emergency  use.

Primary
Functions
and
Abilities
The CP 9175 is not just
a code reader;  it  is  a



4

4 Actron Cp 9175 Obd Ii
Autoscanner

2026-04-28

basic  scanner  that
offers  several  key
functions  to  help  you
d i a g n o s e  a n d
understand  vehicle
problems.

READING AND
DEFINING
DIAGNOSTIC
TROUBLE CODES
(DTCS)
W h e n  y o u r  c h e c k
engine light comes on,
the vehicle’s computer
stores  a  specific  code.
The  Actron  CP  9175
can read generic OBD
I I  codes  f r om  the
powertrain  system.  It
also includes a built-in
code  l i b ra ry  tha t
displays  the  definition
of the code directly on
the screen. This means
you  do  not  need  to
carry a separate code
book or look up codes
online. For example, if
the scanner reads code
P0420,  it  wil l  show

"Cata lys t  Sys tem
Efficiency  Below
T h r e s h o l d " .  T h i s
immediate  translation
s a v e s  t i m e  a n d
reduces guesswork.

VIEWING FREEZE
FRAME DATA

O n e  o f  t h e  m o r e
advanced  features  for
an entry-level  scanner
is the ability to retrieve
freeze  frame  data.
F reeze  f rame  i s  a
s n a p s h o t  o f  t h e
engine’s  operating
condit ions  when  a
trouble code was set. It
includes  parameters
such  as  engine  RPM,
coolant  temperature,
vehicle speed, and fuel
system  status.  This
data can be invaluable
f o r  d i a g n o s i n g
intermittent  problems
or  understanding  the
circumstances  that
caused  the  fault.
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CLEARING
DIAGNOSTIC

TROUBLE CODES

A f t e r  y o u  h a v e
performed a repair, the
Actron CP 9175 allows
you to clear the trouble
codes  and  reset  the
check engine light. This
function is essential for
ver i fy ing  that  the
repair  was  successful.
H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s
important to note that
clearing  codes  also
resets  the  vehicle’s
emissions  monitors,
which  may  need  to
complete a drive cycle
before the car can pass
an emissions test. The
scanner  includes  a
readiness  monitor
status  check  to  help
with this process.

I/M READINESS
MONITOR STATUS
CHECK

Emissions  testing  is  a

requirement  in  many
states, and the Actron
CP  9175  helps  you
prepare.  With  the  I/M
(Inspection/Maintenanc
e) readiness check, you
can  see  whether  the
vehic le ’s  internal
m o n i t o r s  h a v e
completed  their  self-
tests.  If  the  monitors
show as  "Not  Ready",
the vehicle may fail an
emissions  test.  The
scanner  can  tell  you
which specific monitors
a r e  i n c o m p l e t e ,
allowing  you  to  drive
the  vehicle  until  they
become ready.

Ease of
Use and
User
Interface
The Actron CP 9175 is
d e s i g n e d  w i t h
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simplicity  in  mind.
Users  often  praise  its
" p l u g  a n d  p l a y "
operation: you connect
the scanner to the OBD
II port, turn the ignition
key to the ON position
(without  starting  the
engine),  and  press  a
single button to begin
scanning.  The  on-
screen  prompts  guide
y o u  t h r o u g h  t h e
menus.  The  device
does  not  require  any
software  installation,
smartphone pairing, or
complex  setup.  This
makes  it  an  excellent
choice  for  those  who
are  not  technically
inclined.
Navigation  is  handled
by a simple arrow pad
with a "Select" button,
a "Back" button, and a
"Mode"  bu t ton  to
s w i t c h  b e t w e e n
functions.  The  backlit
d i s p l a y  i s  b r i g h t
enough to read even in
direct sunlight, and the

text is large enough for
comfortable  viewing.
Many users appreciate
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e
scanner  does  not  rely
on a battery; it powers
up  as  soon  as  i t  i s
connected,  so  it  is
always ready to use.

What
Diagnosti
cs Does It
Cover –
And What
Doesn’t It
Do?
T o  s e t  r e a l i s t i c
expectat ions,  i t  is
i m p o r t a n t  t o
understand  the  scope
of the Actron CP 9175.
It specializes in generic
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OBD II  diagnostics  for
e n g i n e  a n d
transmission  systems.
I t  w i l l  read  codes
related  to  emissions,
fuel  systems,  ignition
s y s t e m s ,  a n d
drivetrain.  However,  it
does  not  have  the
a b i l i t y  t o  r e a d
manufacturer-specific
codes  (such  as  those
from BMW, Toyota,  or
Ford  that  go  beyond
generic  standards).  It
also  cannot  diagnose
systems  l ike  ABS,
airbags,  or  climate
control.  For  that,  you
would  need  a  more
advanced scanner with
enhanced features.
Additionally, the Actron
CP  9175  does  no t
p rov ide  l i ve  da ta
streaming  in  real-time
like many professional
scanners. It only shows
freeze frame data and
generic  information  at
t h e  t i m e  o f  c o d e
retrieval.  It  also  lacks

graphing  capabilities
and  cannot  perform
bidirectional  tests
(such  as  commanding
t h e  f u e l  p u m p  o r
activating  solenoids).
D e s p i t e  t h e s e
limitations, for the vast
major i ty  o f  check
engine light issues, the
CP  9175  provides  all
the information needed
to identify the problem.

Real-
World
User
Experienc
es and
Reliability
User  reviews  for  the
Actron  CP  9175  are
generally very positive.
Many owners highlight
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i ts  durabi l i ty ;  the
dev i ce  i s  bu i l t  t o
withstand  the  rough
treatment  that  comes
w i t h  D I Y  c a r
maintenance. The cord
is long enough to reach
t h e  O B D  I I  p o r t
comfortably,  and  the
connector  snaps  in
securely.  Customers
often report  using the
scanner  successfully
on  multiple  vehicles,
including  older  1996
cars and newer models
up to the present.
One common point  of
pra ise  is  the  code
definition  library.  For  a
b u d g e t - f r i e n d l y
s c a n n e r ,  h a v i n g
definitions  stored
internally  eliminates
the  need  for  internet
access  or  a  manual.
Th is  i s  espec ia l ly
helpful  when  you  are
working outside or in a
garage  without  Wi-Fi.
Some users  note  that
the  definitions  are

general  and  may  not
cover  every  single
code variant, but they
are  accurate  for  the
v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f
standard  codes.
A minor criticism is the
text  display  format.
Since the screen shows
only  two  l ines  at  a
t ime,  longer  code
definitions  require
s c r o l l i n g .  W h i l e
functional,  a  larger
screen would be more
convenient.  Also,  the
device does not have a
U S B  p o r t  o r  d a t a
export  capability,  so
y o u  c a n n o t  s a v e
diagnostic  reports.
However,  for  its  price
point  and  purpose,
these  limitations  are
understandable.

Comparin
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g the
Actron CP
9175 to
Other

Scanners
In the entry-level OBD
II  scanner market,  the
A c t r o n  C P  9 1 7 5
c o m p e t e s  w i t h
produc ts  l i ke  the
I n n o v a  3 1 0 0 ,
B l u e D r i v e r
Profess iona l ,  and
various cheap no-name
scanners.  What  sets
the Actron apart is the
combination  of  brand
reputation,  ease  of
use,  and  the  built-in
code  library.  While  a
$15  generic  scanner
might  read  codes,  it
often  lacks  definitions,
freeze  frame,  and  I/M
readiness  checks.  The

CP  9175  offers  these
features at a moderate
pr ice ,  mak ing  i t  a
s t r o n g  v a l u e
proposition.
Compared to Bluetooth
OBD  II  adapters  that
w o r k  w i t h  a
smartphone  app,  the
A c t r o n  h a s  t h e
advantage  of  being  a
standalone  device.  It
does  not  require  a
phone, app installation,
or wireless connection.
This  makes  it  simpler
and  more  reliable  in
situations  where  your
phone’s battery is low
o r  y o u  p r e f e r  a
d e d i c a t e d  t o o l .
However,  smartphone-
based  scanners  often
provide more data and
graphing  capabilities.
So the choice depends
on your preference for
s impl i c i ty  versus
advanced functionality.
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Who
Should
Buy the
Actron CP

9175?
The Actron CP 9175 is
ideal for several types
of users:

DIY Home
Mechanics: If
you change your
own oil, replace
spark plugs, or
perform basic
maintenance,
this scanner will
help you
diagnose why
the check engine
light is on before
you spend
money on
unnecessary
repairs.

New Car
Owners: As a
tool to demystify
dashboard
warning lights, it
provides peace
of mind and can
help you decide
if a trip to the
mechanic is
urgent.
Fleet or Small
Business
Managers:
Having a
straightforward
scanner for
multiple vehicles
can save on
diagnostic fees
and reduce
downtime.
Students or
Enthusiasts:
Learning about
OBD II systems is
easier with a
hands-on tool
that provides
clear feedback.

It  is  less  suitable  for
professional mechanics
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who  need  to  access
manufacturer-specific
c o d e s ,  d e a l  w i t h
advanced  senso r
readings,  or  perform
bidirectional  tests.  For
those  purposes,  a
higher-end  model  like
the Actron CP9580 or a
professional  scan  tool
would be necessary.

Tips for
Getting
the Most
Out of
Your
Actron CP
9175

Understand the1.
Vehicle’s
Prepare
Condition:

Before scanning,
ensure the
ignition is ON
(engine off). For
some vehicles,
you may need to
start the engine
to read live
freeze frame
data, but reading
codes generally
requires only the
key in the ON
position.
Record Codes2.
Before
Clearing:
Always write
down the trouble
codes and freeze
frame data
before you clear
them. This
information is
critical for
troubleshooting
and for the
mechanic if you
decide to take
the car in.
Use I/M3.
Readiness
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Before an
Emissions Test:
If you are
planning to get
your vehicle
smog-checked,
perform the I/M
readiness check
first. If monitors
are incomplete,
drive the vehicle
according to the
manufacturer’s
drive cycle
instructions until
they become
ready.
Keep the4.
Scanner in a
Safe Place: The
compact size
means it can be
stored in the
glove box or
under a seat.
Having it always
available is a
smart habit.
Update Your5.
Knowledge:
While the
scanner defines

codes,
understanding
what the code
means in your
specific vehicle
context is
important. Use
online forums or
repair manuals
for deeper
insights.

CONCLUSION: A
RELIABLE
DIAGNOSTIC
COMPANION

The  Actron  CP  9175
OBD  II  Autoscanner
s t a n d s  o u t  a s  a
practical,  user-friendly
device that bridges the
gap between a simple
code  reader  and  a
professional  scan tool.
I t  e m p o w e r s  c a r
owners to take the first
step  in  automotive
d i a g n o s t i c s  w i t h
confidence.  By  reading
and  defining  trouble
codes,  d isp lay ing



Actron Cp 9175 Obd Ii Autoscanner 13

13

freeze frame data, and
checking  emissions
readiness, this scanner
provides  essential
information  without
overwhelming the user.
W h i l e  i t  h a s  i t s
limitations—such as no
manufacturer-specific
codes  or  l ive  data
s t r e a m i n g — i t s
reliability, ease of use,

and  durab le  bu i ld
m a k e  i t  a  s m a r t
investment for anyone
who  wants  to  stay
informed  about  their
vehicle’s  health.  For
the  price,  the  Actron
C P  9 1 7 5  d e l i v e r s
excellent  value  and
peace of mind, making
it a tool that earns its
place in your garage.


