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THE ENDURING
ALLURE OF
GATLIN: WILL
THERE BE
BEAUTIFUL
CREATURES 2?

Since its release in
2013, the supernatural
romance film Beautiful
Creatures has
cultivated a dedicated
fanbase that remains
captivated by the
gothic charm of Gatlin,
South Carolina. Based
on the first novel in the
Caster Chronicles
series by Kami Garcia
and Margaret Stohl,
the movie introduced
us to Ethan Wate and

Lena Duchannes,
whose forbidden love
story was complicated
by a family curse and
the threat of Lena
"turning" dark or light
on her sixteenth
birthday. As the years
have passed, one
guestion continues to
surface in fan forums
and social media
discussions: Will
There Be Beautiful
Creatures 2?

This question is not
just about a potential
sequel; it speaks to a
broader desire for a
rich, atmospheric
fantasy world that felt
distinctly different from
the wave of
supernatural stories
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dominating the early
2010s. The film ended
on a significant
cliffhanger, with Lena
choosing light over
dark and seemingly
dying, only to be
resurrected by Ethan's
selfless love,
unleashing a powerful
new magic in the
process. This open
ending left audiences
yearning for more. To
understand the
likelihood of a sequel,
we must delve into the
film's initial reception,
its performance at the
box office, the status of
the source material,
and the evolving
landscape of Hollywood
franchises.

REMEMBERING
THE ORIGINAL
FILM: A CULT
CLASSIC IN THE
MAKING

Before analyzing the
chances of a sequel, it

is important to revisit
what made Beautiful
Creatures stand out.
Starring Alden
Ehrenreich and Alice
Englert as the star-
crossed lovers,
alongside a stellar
supporting cast
including Jeremy Irons,
Viola Davis, Emma
Thompson, and Emmy
Rossum, the film had
pedigree. It attempted
to subvert common
tropes. Unlike many YA
adaptations of the era,
the male protagonist,

Ethan, was the
narrator, and the
female lead, Lena,
carried the

supernatural burden.
The film leaned heavily
into Southern Gothic
aesthetics, exploring
themes of fate, free
will, and prejudice.

However, the film
faced stiff competition.
It was released in a
market saturated with
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dystopian and
supernatural YA
adaptations, following
the massive successes
of Twilight and The
Hunger Games. While
it received mixed to
positive reviews from
critics, who praised its
ambition and
performances, its box
office performance was
disappointing. The film
grossed approximately
$60 million worldwide
against a budget of
$60 million, which
includes marketing
costs. In the studio
system, a film typically
needs to earn roughly
2.5 times its
production budget to
be considered a solid
financial success. By
this metric, Beautiful
Creatures was
considered a
commercial
disappointment,
making an immediate
greenlight for

Beautiful Creatures
2 highly unlikely.

THE SOURCE
MATERIAL: A
WEALTH OF STORY
TO TELL

One of the strongest
arguments for the
existence of a sequel is
the sheer volume of
source material
available. The Caster
Chronicles series
includes four main
novels: Beautiful
Creatures, Beautiful
Darkness, Beautiful
Chaos, and Beautiful
Redemption. This
means that a film
franchise would have
had a clear roadmap
for multiple
installments.

What



Would

27

If a sequel were to be

"Great Barrier," a
mystical realm where
dark Casters reside.
Happe‘me book introduces
new characters,

i n deepens the mythology
of the Casters and the

al world, and

Beautifllhe: " the

consequences of

Creatures rover.

Key storylines for a
potential sequel would
include:

e Lena's Internal

made, it would likely
adapt Beautiful
Darkness. This novel
picks up shortly after
the events of the first
book. The world of
Gatlin is reeling from
the supernatural
events of Lena's
claiming. Lena is
consumed by guilt over
the death of her uncle,
Macon Ravenwood,
and begins to withdraw
from Ethan. She is
lured into the dark and
dangerous world of the

Struggle: After
claiming the
light, Lena must
grapple with the
burden of her
power and the
temptation of
darkness. Her
journey becomes
one of self-
discovery rather
than just
avoiding a curse.
Ethan's
Sacrifice: Ethan
follows Lena into
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the Great Barrier,
showcasing his
unwavering
devotion. His
character shifts
from a mortal
boy to someone
whose fate is
deeply
intertwined with
the supernatural
world.

* Ridley and
Link: The
complex
relationship
between the
Siren and Ethan's
best friend would
take center
stage, providing
both comic relief
and genuine
emotional depth.

e The Book of
Moons: The
magical text that
governs Caster
life would
become a central
object of conflict,
as different

factions seek to
control its power.
e New Threats:
The series
introduces
Abraham
Ravenwood, a
powerful dark
Caster with a
personal
vendetta against
the Ravenwood
family, as the
primary
antagonist.

The cliffhanger ending
of the first film, where
Lena's claiming
unleashes a wave of
new magic, effectively
sets up a sequel that
could explore the
consequences of this
event on the entire
town of Gatlin.

WHY THE
FRANCHISE
STALLED: A LOOK
AT INDUSTRY




FACTORS

While the films didn't
perform as expected,
the franchise was not
completely abandoned.
For several years,
there was talk of a
potential television
series reboot. In 2016,
it was reported that a
TV series was in
development at The
CW, a network known
for its supernatural
dramas. However, like
many projects in
development, it never
moved forward to a
pilot order. More
recently, in 2022, a
new television
adaptation was
announced by Amazon
Studios, with Garcia
and Stohl attached as
executive producers.
However, there have
been no significant
updates on this project
in recent months,
leaving its status

uncertain.

The
Challenge
of
Reviving
a

Dormant
|P

The gap in time since

the  original  film's
release creates a
significant hurdle. A

sequel now would have
to contend with the
fact that the cast has
aged considerably.
Alden Ehrenreich went
on to star in Solo: A
Star Wars Story and
other major projects.
Alice Englert has
continued a successful
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career in independent
film and television.
Reuniting the original
cast for a direct sequel
would be logistically
challenging and
potentially expensive.

Furthermore, the
cultural landscape has
shifted. The dominance
of streaming services
has changed how
audiences consume YA
fantasy. A theatrical
release for a Beautiful
Creatures 2 seems
unlikely given the risk
profile. A more
plausible avenue would
be a limited series on a
platform like Amazon
Prime, Netflix, or Max.
This format would
allow the story the
breathing room it
needs to properly
develop the intricate

mythology and
character arcs that
fans loved in the
books.

THE FAN FACTOR:
WHY THE DEMAND
PERSISTS

Despite the
commercial obstacles,
the passion of the
fanbase cannot be
ignored. The Beautiful
Creatures fandom is
small but fiercely loyal.
Forums, social media
groups, and fan fiction
archives remain active.
Fans praise the film for
its unique tone, its
refusal to conform to
standard YA clichés,
and its mature
exploration of complex
themes. The "will they,
won't they" tension
regarding Lena's dark
side, combined with
Ethan's unwavering
love, created a
romantic dynamic that
many found more
compelling than other
genre offerings.

Fans also appreciate
the film's focus on a



male narrator and a
female character who
was powerful and
conflicted without
being a "damsel in
distress." The diverse
cast, particularly Viola
Davis's performance as
the powerful Seer
Amma, was also a
highlight. This
dedicated fanbase
creates a built-in
audience that would
likely support a revival,
whether as a film or a
series.

WHAT WOULD IT
TAKE TO GET
BEAUTIFUL
CREATURES 2
MADE?

The path to a sequel is
narrow but not non-
existent. A revival
would likely require a
combination of factors:

1. Streaming
Success: The
books have a

consistent, if not
massive,
readership. A
streaming
service might
see value in
acquiring the
rights to produce
a series as part
of a larger
catalog of YA and
fantasy content.
The success of
shows like The
Vampire Diaries
spin-offs or
Shadow and
Bone
demonstrates
that there is an
appetite for
supernatural
romance.

. Creative

Reboot: A
sequel that
ignores the first
film entirely, or
reimagines it for
a new
generation,
might be more
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feasible than a
direct
continuation.
This allows for
fresh casting and
a modernized
take on the
source material.
. Passionate
Showrunner:
The project
would need a
showrunner or
director who is
genuinely
passionate about
the books and
the world. The
original film's
directors,
Richard
LaGravenese,
have expressed
affection for the
material, and
their
involvement
would be a major
selling point for
fans.

. Nostalgia
Wave: As

audiences
become nostalgic
for the early
2010s, thereis a
potential market
for reviving
beloved IPs from
that era. A well-
timed
announcement
could capitalize
on this trend.

CONCLUSION

So, will there be
Beautiful Creatures
2?7 As of now, the
answer remains a
cautious "probably not"
in its original film form,
but a definitive
"maybe" as a television
series. The financial
performance of the
first film created a high
barrier to entry for a
theatrical sequel.
However, the enduring
quality of the source
material, the
passionate fanbase,
and the changing




landscape of media
consumption keep the
door open. The world
of Gatlin and the
Caster chronicles have
too much depth and
intrigue to be forgotten
entirely. Whether it is a
direct sequel, a series
reboot, or a complete
reimagining, the story
of Ethan and Lena
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continues to resonate.
For those holding out
hope, the best strategy
is to remain vocal,
keep reading the
books, and watch for
updates from the
streaming world. The
magic of Gatlin may
yet find a way to
return.
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