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In the vast landscape
of children's literature,
few series capture the
delightful absurdity of
elementary school life
quite like Louis
Sachar's Wayside
School books. Among
these beloved titles,
Wayside School Is
Falling Down stands
as a monument to
creative storytelling,
memorable characters,
and laugh-out-loud
humor. Published in
1989 as the sequel to

Sideways Stories from
Wayside School, this
book continues the
adventures of the
students and teachers
on the thirtieth story of
a school that was built
sideways. The title
itself hints at both
literal and
metaphorical collapses,
as the school's bizarre
construction and the
quirky happenings
within its walls create a
world where logic takes
a backseat to
imagination. For
readers young and old,
revisiting this classic

offers a chance to
rediscover the joy of
reading and the

enduring power of a
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good story. In this
article, we will explore
the structure,
characters, themes,
and lasting appeal of
Wayside School Is
Falling Down,
examining why it
remains a cornerstone
of middle-grade fiction.

A BRIEF
OVERVIEW: WHAT
HAPPENS WHEN
WAYSIDE SCHOOL
IS FALLING DOWN?

The plot of Wayside
School Is Falling
Down is a masterclass
in controlled chaos.
The story picks up with
the same eccentric
cast of characters, now
facing a new set of
problems. The school
itself is literally falling
apart—Ileaks appear in
the ceiling, the floors
creak ominously, and
the building seems to
be slowly tilting. Yet,
as always, the true

focus is on the
students and their
teachers. Each chapter
functions as a self-
contained short story,
introducing a new
dilemma or
misunderstanding that
resolves in a clever
and often hilarious
way. For instance,
there is the tale of a
student who becomes
invisible after eating
too many onions,
another who learns to
communicate with a
dead rat, and the ever-
present struggles with
the hated Mrs. Gorf,
who turns students into
apples. The
overarching narrative
of the school's decay
ties these episodes
together, providing a
sense of urgency
without ever becoming
too dark or scary.
Instead, the impending
disaster serves as a
backdrop for deeper

2 Wayside School Is Falling Down 2023-12-25



Wayside School Is Falling Down 3

lessons about
friendship, resilience,
and embracing
individuality. Through

it all, the book
maintains a playful
tone that keeps

readers eagerly turning
pages.

The
Unique
Structure
of the
Story

One of the most
distinctive features of
Wayside School Is
Falling Down is its
episodic structure.
There is no single
protagonist; instead,
each chapter highlights
a different student or
teacher, offering a
mosaic of perspectives

on life at the
dysfunctional school.
This structure mirrors
the way children
experience school—a
series of separate,
vivid moments that
together form a larger
narrative. The chapters
are short, punchy, and
often end with a twist
or a punchline, making
the book highly
accessible for reluctant
readers. Louis Sachar
uses this format to
explore a wide range of
themes, from bullying
and friendship to the
importance of
creativity and thinking
outside the box. The
structure also allows
for recurring jokes and
callbacks, rewarding
attentive readers who
follow the series
closely. For example,
the ongoing feud
between the teacher
Mrs. Jewls and the
mysterious owner of



the school, Mr.
Kidswatter, provides
thread that ties the
stories together. This
deliberate structural
choice transforms what
could be a simple
collection of tales into

a cohesive and
satisfying reading
experience.

Key
Character
s and
Their
Quirks

The heart of Wayside
School Is Falling
Down lies in its
unforgettable cast.
From the optimistic
and often clueless Mrs.
Jewls, who believes the
best in her students, to
the mischievous and

clever John, who finds
ways to bend the rules,
each character is a
distinct personality.
There is also the
lovable but slow-witted
Benjamin, who
becomes a hero in his
own chapter, and the
creative Leslie, who
uses her imagination to
solve problems. The
book introduces new
faces as well, such as
the student who can
only do everything
backward and the
teacher who
accidentally gives
lessons in nonsense.
Every character, no
matter how small their
role, feels fully realized
and relatable. This is
because Sachar writes
with deep empathy for
his characters, even
the antagonists. The
villainous Mrs. Gorf, for
example, is so over-
the-top in her cruelty
that she becomes
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comical rather than
frightening. By giving
each character a
moment in the
spotlight, the book
teaches readers that
everyone has a story
worth telling. This
inclusive approach is
one of the reasons
Wayside School Is
Falling Down has
resonated with diverse
audiences for decades.

THE HUMOR AND
HEART OF LOUIS
SACHAR'S
WRITING

The humor in Wayside
School Is Falling
Down is a delicate
balance of wordplay,
slapstick, and
situational comedy. A
typical joke might
involve a student
taking a teacher's
instruction literally,
leading to absurd
consequences. For
instance, when Mrs.

Jewls tells a student to
"hold your horses," he
actually brings horses
into the classroom.
Another joke involves a
student who solves a
math problem by using
a bizarre and
convoluted method
that somehow works.
These moments are
delightful because they
appeal to a child's
sense of logic while
simultaneously

subverting it. Sachar
never talks down to his
audience; instead, he
trusts them to
understand irony and
subtle jokes. Beneath
the laughter, however,
is a layer of genuine
emotion. The book
explores themes of
loneliness, fear of
failure, and the desire
to belong. For
example, one chapter
follows a student who
feels invisible until she
learns to assert herself.



Another deals with the
fear of being replaced
by a new sibling. By
combining silliness
with sincerity, Sachar
creates a reading
experience that is both
entertaining and
meaningful. This blend
of heart and humor is
what elevates
Wayside School Is
Falling Down beyond
mere entertainment
and into the realm of
classic literature.

Absurdity
as a
Storytelli
ng Tool

The absurdity in
Wayside School Is
Falling Down is not
random; it is a
deliberate tool used to
explore deeper truths.

The fact that the
school was built
sideways (with a
missing nineteenth
floor) sets the stage for
a world where anything
can happen. This
absurd framework
gives Sachar the
freedom to tackle
serious issues in a non-
threatening way. For
example, the chapter
about a student who
becomes obese after
eating too many
desserts is a humorous
take on the dangers of
excess, but it is never
didactic. Similarly, a
story about a student
who lies so often that
he becomes trapped in
his own fabrications
teaches a lesson about
honesty without being
preachy. The absurdity
allows readers to
distance themselves
from the real-world
implications of these
issues, making them
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easier to discuss. At
the same time, the
fast-paced humor
keeps the book from
becoming heavy. This
ability to address
meaningful topics
while maintaining a
lighthearted tone is a
hallmark of Sachar's
style and a key reason
why Wayside School
Is Falling Down
remains a favorite
among teachers and
parents.

_ife

. essons
Hidden in
the
Laughter

Beyond the jokes and
crazy scenarios,
Wayside School Is
Falling Down offers

valuable life lessons.
One of the most
prominent themes is
the importance of
embracing

individuality. Each
character succeeds not
by conforming but by
using their unique
talents. The shy
student learns to speak
up, the creative thinker

finds an
unconventional
solution, and the

troublemaker channels
their energy positively.
Another important
lesson is about
resilience in the face of
adversity. The school is
literally falling apart,
but the students and
teachers continue to
learn and grow. This
metaphor for
overcoming challenges
is both subtle and
powerful. Additionally,
the book emphasizes
the value of
community. Despite



their differences, the
students of Wayside
School look out for one
another. They
celebrate each other's
successes and offer
support during failures.
These lessons are
woven so seamlessly
into the narrative that
readers absorb them
without feeling
lectured. It is this
universal appeal that
makes Wayside
School Is Falling
Down a book that can
be enjoyed multiple
times, each reading
revealing something
new.

WHY WAYSIDE
SCHOOL IS
FALLING DOWN
RESONATES WITH
READERS TODAY

Despite being
published over three
decades ago, Wayside
School Is Falling
Down remains

incredibly popular. One
reason is its timeless
humor. The jokes rely
on situations that are
still relatable today,
such as
misunderstandings
between teachers and
students, the struggle
to make friends, and
the desire to avoid
homework. Another
reason is the book's
unwavering optimism.
No matter how strange
or difficult the
situation, the
characters always find
a way to come out on
top. This hopeful
message is especially
important for young
readers navigating the
challenges of school
and growing up. The
book also feels fresh
because it refuses to
talk down to children. It
treats them as
intelligent, capable
readers who can
appreciate complex
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humor and subtle
themes. In an era of
increasing screen time,
a book like this offers a
welcome invitation to
engage with the
imagination. Finally,
the series has spawned
a dedicated fanbase,
including teachers who
use it in the classroom
and parents who share
it with their children.
This multigenerational
appeal is a testament
to the book's quality
and enduring
relevance.

The
Appeal of
Nostalgia

For many adults,
reading Wayside
School Is Falling
Down is a trip down
memory lane. They
remember laughing at

the same jokes,
puzzling over the same
riddles, and falling in
love with the same
characters. This
nostalgia creates a
powerful connection
that encourages them
to share the book with
the next generation.
The simple, clean
illustrations by Adam
McCauley in later
editions, and the
original by Julie
Brinckloe, also evoke a
sense of classic
children's publishing.
There is a comforting

familiarity in the
structure of the
book—the short

chapters, the clear
moral compass, and
the satisfying
conclusions. This
nostalgic appeal is not
just about the past; it
is about the continuity
of childhood
experiences. By
revisiting Wayside



School Is Falling
Down, adults can
recapture a piece of
their own youth while
also creating new
memories with their
children. This cycle of
sharing ensures the
book remains alive and
well in the literary
culture.

Relatable
School
Experienc
es

Even though the
events in the book are
wildly exaggerated,
they are grounded in
relatable school
experiences. Every
child has known a
teacher who seems to
speak in riddles, a
classmate who is
always getting into

10

trouble, or a project
that goes mysteriously
wrong. By taking these
everyday frustrations
and blowing them up
to absurd proportions,
Sachar gives readers a
way to laugh at their
own struggles. The
book validates the
feeling that school can
be a confusing and
often unfair place,
while also offering a
sense of
empowerment. The
students of Wayside
School are not passive
victims; they are active
participants in their
own stories. They ask
questions, challenge
authority, and find
creative solutions. This
representation of
agency is inspiring for
young readers. It
shows them that even
when the world seems
upside down, they
have the power to
make a difference. This
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blend of relatability
and empowerment is a
core reason why
Wayside School Is
Falling Down
continues to be a
beloved staple in
classrooms and home
libraries.

THE ROLE OF
ILLUSTRATIONS IN
BRINGING THE
STORY TO LIFE

No discussion of
Wayside School Is
Falling Down would
be complete without
acknowledging the role
of illustrations. The
original drawings, and
subsequent editions,
capture the quirky
spirit of the text
perfectly. The simple,
cartoonish style
reflects the book's
tone—whimsical,
slightly messy, and full
of personality.
[lfustrations help
younger readers
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visualize the incredibly
detailed characters
and the chaotic
environment of the
sideways school. They
also add an extra layer
of humor, often
depicting the exact
moment of a joke's
punchline. For
instance, an illustration
of a character turning
into an apple or a
classroom literally
flooding with absurd
objects enhances the
comedic impact.
Beyond visual humor,
the illustrations serve
an important function
in breaking up the text,
making the book less
daunting for early
chapter book readers.
They provide visual
cues for understanding
character relationships
and plot points. In
many ways, the
illustrations are an
integral part of the
storytelling, working in



