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INTRODUCTION:
ENTERING THE
WORLD OF HARRY
DRESDEN

Fo r  f ans  o f  u rban
fantasy,  few  series
have  captured  the
imagination  quite  like
Jim Butcher's Dresden
Fi les .  The  se r ies
follows Harry Dresden,
a  professional  wizard
a n d  p r i v a t e
investigator  living  in
modern-day  Chicago.
He  adver t i ses  h i s
services  in  the  phone
book  under  "Wizard"
and  takes  on  cases
t h a t  r a n g e  f r o m
supernatural  murders

to  conflicts  with
powerful  faerie courts,
vampires,  and  fallen
angels.
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
common  questions
from  new  readers  is
how  to  approach  the
Dresden Files series
in order. This is not a
tr ivial  matter.  The
ser ies  spans  over
t w e n t y  n o v e l s ,
n u m e r o u s  s h o r t
stories, graphic novels,
and  even  a  television
adaptation.  Reading
t h e  b o o k s  i n  t h e
correct  sequence  is
essential because each
installment  builds  on
the  prev ious  one.
Character  arcs,  world-
building elements, and
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overarching  plotlines
develop  continuously,
and jumping ahead can
spoil major revelations
or leave you confused
about key relationships
and events.
In  this  article,  we will
walk  you  through  the
complete reading order
for  the  Dresden  Files,
including  the  main
novels, the short story
collections,  and  the
g r a p h i c  n o v e l s .
Whether  you  are  a
newcomer just starting
with Storm Front  or  a
returning fan looking to
catch  up  on  recent
releases, this guide will
help  you  experience
the series the way Jim
Butcher intended.

WHY READING
ORDER MATTERS
IN THE DRESDEN
FILES

Before  diving  into  the
l i s t ,  i t  i s  w o r t h

understanding why the
Dresden Files series
i n  o r d e r  i s  s o
important. Unlike some
series where each book
tells  a  largely  self-
contained  story,  the
Dresden Files  features
a continuous,  evolving
narrative.  Harry grows
as a  wizard and as  a
p e r s o n .  H i s
relationships with allies
like  Karrin  Murphy,
Michael Carpenter, and
Bob  the  Skull  deepen
and change over time.
The  threats  he  faces
escalate  dramatically,
and the consequences
of  earlier  books  often
ripple into later ones.
For example, an event
in  Grave  Per i l  has
repercussions that  are
still  being  felt  many
books  later.  Similarly,
the introduction of the
White  Counci l ,  the
various vampire courts,
and the Nevernever all
build  incrementally.  If
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you  skip  around,  you
m i s s  t h e  g r a d u a l
a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f
k n o w l e d g e  a n d
emotional  investment
that  makes the series
so rewarding.
Add i t i ona l l y ,  J im
Butcher releases short
stories  and  novellas
that  fit  between  the
main  novels.  These
stories  often  provide
important  context  or
side  adventures  that
enhance the main plot.
Knowing  where  to
place  them is  part  of
following the Dresden
Files series in order
properly.

THE MAIN
DRESDEN FILES
NOVELS IN ORDER

The core of the series
consists  of  the  main
novels.  As  of  2025,
there  are  eighteen
published  novels,  with
more planned. Here is

the complete list in the
order  they  should  be
read.

1. Storm
Front
(2000)
The book that started it
all.  Harry  Dresden  is
hired  to  find  a  missing
husband, but the case
quickly escalates into a
battle  against  a  dark
wizard  who  is  using
black magic to commit
gruesome  murders.
This  novel  establishes
the  tone,  the  setting,
and  the  key  rules  of
magic  in  Butcher's
world.

2. Fool
Moon
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(2001)
Harry  is  drawn into  a
conflict  involving
werewolves.  Several
different  types  of
l ycanth ropes  a re
introduced,  and  Harry
finds  himself  caught
be tween  w a r r i ng
factions while trying to
p ro tec t  i nnocen t
people. The stakes are
higher, and the action
is more intense.

3. Grave
Peril
(2001)
This  is  often  cited  by
fans as the book where
the series truly finds its
stride.  Harry  becomes
entangled  in  a  conflict
with  the  vampire  Red
Court and must rescue
a  f r i end  f r om  the
nevernever.  Major

repercussions from this
book  echo  throughout
the rest of the series.

4.
Summer
Knight
(2002)
Harry  is  recruited  by
the  White  Council  to
solve the murder of the
Summer  Kn ight ,  a
powerful  figure  in  the
faerie  courts.  This
novel  expands  the
supernatural  world
significantly  and
introduces the complex
politics of the Sidhe.

5. Death
Masks
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(2003)
The Shroud of Turin is
stolen,  and  Harry  is
hired  to  retrieve  it.
M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e
Denarians,  a  group of
fallen angels bound to
human  hosts,  become
major antagonists. This
book  also  deepens
Harry's personal life.

6. Blood
Rites
(2004)
Harry takes on a case
involving  a  movie  set
that  is  cursed.  This
novel  explores  Harry's
family background and
introduces  the  White
Court  of  vampires.  It
blends  horror,  humor,
and emotional depth.

7. Dead
Beat
(2005)
Often recommended as
a  good  starting  point
for  reluctant  readers,
Dead  Beat  features
n e c r o m a n c e r s ,  a
dinosaur zombie, and a
race  to  p revent  a
catastrophic ritual. It is
one of the most action-
packed  books  in  the
series.

8. Proven
Guilty
(2006)
Harry  investigates
attacks  at  a  horror
c o n v e n t i o n  a n d
u n c o v e r s  a  p l o t
involving  the  White
Counc i l ' s  l aws  o f
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magic. This book deals
w i t h  t h e m e s  o f
responsibility,  justice,
and  family.

9. White
Night
(2007)
A  series  of  murders
among minor talents in
Chicago  leads  Harry
into  a  conflict  with  the
White Court. This novel
a lso  deve lops  the
c h a r a c t e r  o f  h i s
brother,  Thomas.

10. Small
Favor
(2008)
Harry  is  coerced  into
helping  the  faer ie
Queen Mab by rescuing
a  captured  Denarian.
T h e  a c t i o n  i s

relentless,  and  the
alliances become more
complicated.

11. Turn
Coat
(2009)
A high-ranking member
of the White Council is
accused of treason and
turns to Harry for help.
Th is  book  revea ls
secrets  about  the
counc i l  and  tes ts
Harry's  loyalties.

12.
Changes
(2010)
As  the  title  suggests,
this  is  a  pivotal  novel
that  fundamentally
alters the trajectory of
the series. Harry faces
a  personal  crisis  that
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forces  him  to  make
devastating choices.  It
is  widely  considered
one  of  the  best  and
most  impactful  books
in the series.

13. Ghost
Story
(2011)
Following the events of
Changes,  Harry  finds
himself  in  a  unique
situation. This novel is
more introspective and
explores the nature of
l i f e ,  d e a t h ,  a n d
identity.

14. Cold
Days
(2012)
Harry takes on a new
r o l e  w i t h  n e w
responsibilities.  He

must  navigate  the
treacherous  politics  of
the faerie courts while
facing  an  existential
threat  to  reality  itself.

15. Skin
Game
(2014)
Harry is forced to work
with the Denarians on
a heist. This novel is a
high-stakes thriller that
blends clever planning
with intense action.

16. Peace
Talks
(2020)
A  summit  between
supernatural nations is
t h r e a t e n e d  b y  a
powerful  enemy.  This
book sets the stage for
the  next  installment
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and has a slower, more
diplomatic tone.

17. Battle
Ground
(2020)
Released  shortly  after
Peace  Talks,  Battle
Ground  is  a  full-scale
war  novel.  Chicago
becomes  a  battlefield,
and the consequences
are  catastrophic.  It  is
the  most  ep ic  and
action-heavy  book  in
the  series  so  far.

18.
Twelve
Months
(2024)
The most recent main
series  novel,  Twelve

Months,  follows  Harry
in  the  aftermath  of
Battle  Ground.  It  is  a
more  character-driven
story  that  deals  with
healing, rebuilding, and
the  slow  passage  of
time.  It  sets  up  the
next major story arc.

SHORT STORIES
AND NOVELLAS:
WHERE DO THEY
FIT?

In addition to the main
novels, Jim Butcher has
written numerous short
stories and novellas set
in  the  Dresden  Files
universe.  These  are
collected  in  volumes
such  as  Side  Jobs
( 2010 )  and  Br ie f
Cases (2018). Reading
these  stories  in  the
correct  chronological
order  enriches  the
exper ience  of  the
Dresden Files series
in order.
Here is a guide to the
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major short stories and
where they fit between
the novels:

"A Restoration
of Faith"
(prequel, before
Storm Front) -
Not included in
the main
collections, but
available online.
It shows Harry
before he set up
his Chicago
practice.
"Vignette"
(between Death
Masks and Blood
Rites) - A very
short story from
the perspective
of a minor
character.
"Something
Borrowed"
(between Dead
Beat and Proven
Guilty) - A
wedding-themed
story involving
werewolves.
"It's My

Birthday, Too"
(between Proven
Guilty and White
Night) - A story
about a
supernatural
birthday party.
"Heorot"
(between White
Night and Small
Favor) - A story
involving Grendel
from Beowulf.
"Day Off"
(between Small
Favor and Turn
Coat) - A
comedic story
about Harry's
day off going
wrong.
"Last Call"
(between Small
Favor and Turn
Coat) - A story
about a magical
beer.
"Love Hurts"
(between Turn
Coat and
Changes) - A
Valentine's Day
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story with a dark
twist.
"Aftermath"
(after Changes,
before Ghost
Story) - A story
told from Karrin
Murphy's
perspective.
"Even Hand"
(between Ghost
Story and Cold
Days) - A story
from the
perspective of
Marcone.
"Cold Case"
(between Cold
Days and Skin
Game) - A story
about Molly
Carpenter after
her
transformation.
"Jury Duty"
(between Skin
Game and Peace
Talks) - A
comedic story
about Harry
serving jury duty.
"Day One"

(between Skin
Game and Peace
Talks) - A story
about Butters
becoming a
Knight.
"A Fistful of
Warlocks"
(between Skin
Game and Peace
Talks) - A story
about Luccio in
the Wild West.
"Zoo Day"
(between Skin
Game and Peace
Talks) - A story
told from three
perspectives:
Harry, Maggie,
and Mouse.

For the most complete
experience,  you  can
read  these  stories  as
you  progress  through
t h e  m a i n  n o v e l s .
H o w e v e r ,  m a n y
readers prefer  to  finish
the  main  novels  first
and  then  go  back  to
t h e  s h o r t  s t o r y
co l lec t ions .  Both
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approaches  work,  but
r e a d i n g  t h e m  i n
chronological  order
adds  depth.

GRAPHIC NOVELS
AND COMIC
ADAPTATIONS

The Dresden Files has
also been adapted into
graphic  novels  and

comic books. These are
generally set within the
continuity of the series,
b u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t
essential  to  the  main
plot.  They  offer
additional  adventures
that  fit  into  specific
gaps.  Some  of  the
notable  ones  include
Welcome  to  the
Jungle  (set  before


