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UNVEILING THE
MYSTERY OF
TAKEN AT THE
FLOOD BY AGATHA
CHRISTIE

Agatha  Christie,  the
undisputed  Queen  of
Crime,  crafted  a  vast
universe  of  suspense,
d e c e p t i o n ,  a n d
psychological  intrigue.
Among  her  extensive
bibliography,  which
includes  masterpieces
l ike  Murder  on  the
Orient Express and And
T h e n  T h e r e  W e r e
None,  l ies  a  lesser-
known  yet  brilliantly
complex novel: Taken
a t  t h e  F l o o d .

Published in 1948, this
Hercule Poirot mystery
is  a  masterclass  in
post -war  tens ion,
family  greed,  and  the
d a n g e r o u s
consequences of acting
too quickly on assumed
i n f o r m a t i o n .  F o r
readers seeking a deep
dive  into  Christie's
w o r k  t h a t  m o v e s
beyond  the  typical
d r a w i n g - r o o m
whodunit,  Taken  at
the  Flood  Agatha
Christie  offers  a  rich,
c h a r a c t e r - d r i v e n
narrative that  rewards
close  attention.  This
article  explores  the
intr icate  plot ,  the
thematic  depth,  and
the  lasting  legacy  of
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this compelling novel.

The
Literary
Context
and
Publicatio
n History
To fully appreciate this
novel, it is essential to
understand the context
in which it was written.
The book was originally
published in the United
States  under  the  title
There  Is  a  Tide...,  a
direct  reference  to  a
famous  soliloquy  from
William  Shakespeare's
Julius  Caesar.  The  full
quote, "There is a tide
in  the  affairs  of  men,
which,  taken  at  the
flood,  leads  on  to

fortune," serves as the
philosophical backbone
of the entire story. This
was Christie writing at
t h e  p e a k  o f  h e r
p o w e r s ,  y e t
experimenting  with  a
more modern,  somber
tone  that  reflected  the
atmosphere  of  post-
World  War  II  Britain.
The novel features the
beloved  detect ive
Hercule  Poirot,  but  it
dev iates  f rom  the
formula  of  simpler
puzzles.  In  Taken  at
the  Flood  Agatha
Christie,  the  mystery
is  not  merely  about
who  commi t ted  a
murder, but about the
nature  of  truth  itself.
The story is steeped in
the  realities  of  1946
L o n d o n — a  c i t y
recovering  from  the
Bl itz,  deal ing  with
r a t i o n i n g ,  a n d
g r a p p l i n g  w i t h
c h a n g i n g  s o c i a l
h ie ra rch ies .  Th i s
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grounding  in  reality
makes  the  suspense
feel  more  immediate
and  the  stakes  more
personal than in some
of  her  more  exotic
locales.

An
Overview
of the
Plot: A
Family
Divided
The story begins with a
news report of a tragic
death.  Gordon Cloade,
a wealthy industrialist,
has  been  killed  in  a
London air raid during
the war. However, the
complication  arises
from a hasty marriage.
Short ly  before  his

death, Gordon married
a young widow named
Rosaleen  Underhay,
who  had  been  h i s
secret  companion
during  the  war.  Upon
Gordon's  death,  his
entire  fortune  passes
to  Rosaleen,  leaving
h i s  e x t e n d e d
family—his siblings and
their  children—with
virtually  nothing.
The Cloade family is a
gallery  of  desperate,
morally  ambiguous
characters:

Lionel Cloade:
The weak-willed
brother,
drowning in
gambling debts.
Jeremy Cloade:
A solicitor who
has committed
financial
impropriety by
investing his
clients' money in
his brother's
business, which



4

4 Taken At The Flood Agatha
Christie

2023-08-10

he will not be
able to repay
without a share
of the
inheritance.
Frances
Cloade:
Jeremy’s
pragmatic and
ruthless wife,
who acts as the
family’s main
strategist.
Adela Cloade:
Gordon’s sister, a
snobbish woman
struggling to
maintain her
social standing.
David Hunter:
Rosaleen’s
brother, a
protective and
enigmatic figure.
Lynn
Marchmont:
The young,
conflicted niece
of Gordon, who is
torn between her
sense of duty
and her desire

for
independence.
Rowley Cloade:
Lynn’s fiancé, a
straightforward
war hero who
wants Lynn to
settle down into
a quiet rural life.

The family’s hope for a
reprieve arrives in the
form  of  a  stranger:
Enoch Arden. This man
c l a i m s  t o  h a v e
information  that  could
shatter  Rosaleen’s
claim  to  the  fortune.
H e  a s s e r t s  t h a t
Rosaleen’s  first
husband,  Capta in
Robert  Underhay,  is
not  actually  dead.  If
Underhay  is  al ive,
Rosaleen’s marriage to
Gordon  C loade  i s
bigamous  and  void,
meaning  the  fortune
would  revert  to  the
Cloade  family.
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The
Central
Conflict:
Action vs.

Prudence
The tension  of  Taken
at the Flood Agatha
Christie hinges on the
t h e m e  o f  t h e
Shakespearean  tide.
The  members  of  the
Cloade  family,  driven
by  their  financial
desperation, are eager
to seize the tide. They
w a n t  t o  a c t
immediately  on  the
information  provided
by Enoch Arden.  They
are willing to pay him,
to verify his story, and
to take legal action to
strip  Rosaleen  of  her
inheritance.
However ,  Hercule

Poirot,  who  is  drawn
i n t o  t h e  c a s e
tangentially  (having
previously encountered
one  o f  t he  f am i l y
members ) ,  u rges
caution.  Poirot  sees
t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e
e m o t i o n a l l y
compromised  family
members  do  not.  He
notices  inconsistencies
in  the  narrative.  He
questions the morality
of  their  haste.  Poirot
famously  believes  in
order and method;  he
despises  taking  action
o n  i n c o m p l e t e
evidence.  The  novel
poses a direct question
to the reader: Is it wise
to rush into a situation
where  the  tide  seems
to  be  flowing  in  your
favor?

Character
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Analysis:
The
Depth of
the

Players
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
striking aspects of this
novel is the depth of its
c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s .
Christie moves beyond
flat stereotypes.
Lynn  Marchmont
s e r v e s  a s  t h e
emotional heart of the
n o v e l .  S h e  i s  a
"modern"  woman who
served in the Women's
Royal  Naval  Service
during  the  war.  She
returns  to  the  sleepy
village  of  Warmsley
V a l e  a n d  f e e l s
suffocated  by  the  old-
fashioned  countryside
and  the  expectations

of  her  fiancé,  Rowley.
H e r  i n t e r n a l
conflict—between  her
genuine  affection  for
Rowley and her desire
for  a  more  exciting,
i n d e p e n d e n t
l i f e — c r e a t e s  a
romantic  subplot  that
i s  u n u s u a l l y
psychological  for  a
mystery  novel.  Her
perspective  allows
readers  to  experience
the  claustrophobia  of
post-war  return  to
domesticity.
Frances  Cloade  is
one of  Christie’s  most
formidable  female
antagonists. Unlike the
silly  or  purely  greedy
characters  in  other
novels,  Frances  is
intelligent,  calculating,
and  deeply  protective
of  her  family’s  image.
She  is  the  one  who
drives the plot forward,
manipulating  the  men
around  her  to  do  her
b i d d i n g .  S h e
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represents the ruthless
pragmatism  of  the
upper-middle  class
during a time of social
upheaval.
David  Hunter  is  a
f a s c i n a t i n g l y
ambiguous figure. Is he
a  l o v i n g  b r o t h e r
protecting  his  fragile
s i s t e r ,  o r  i s  h e  a
manipulator controlling
the  purse  str ings?
Chr ist ie  keeps  his
motives  opaque  for
much  of  the  novel,
forcing  the  reader  to
constantly reassess his
actions.  His  dynamic
w i t h  h i s  s i s t e r ,
Rosaleen, is one of the
n o v e l ' s  c e n t r a l
enigmas.
And  then  the re  i s
H e r c u l e  P o i r o t
himself.  In  Taken  at
the  Flood  Agatha
Christie ,  Poirot  is
older,  more  reflective,
and  somewhat  of  a
background  figure  for
the  first  half  of  the

book.  He  observes
more than he acts. This
is  a  deliberate  choice
b y  C h r i s t i e ;  i t
emphasizes  the  idea
tha t  the  " t i de"  o f
events is driven by the
actions  of  the  family,
not  the  detect ive.
Poirot  is  the  anchor,
the  voice  of  reason
against  the current  of
greed.  His  entrance
i n t o  t h e  a c t i v e
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s
delayed but ultimately
devastating  to  the
kil ler.

The Role
of "The
Impossibl
e Crime"
True to Christie's style,
the  novel  contains  an
e l e m e n t  o f  t h e
impossible. After Enoch
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A r d e n  m a k e s  h i s
t h r e a t ,  a  m u r d e r
occurs.  The  victim  is
discovered in a locked
r o o m  u n d e r
circumstances  that
seem  to  defy  logic.
However,  unlike  some
of  Chr ist ie 's  more
flamboyant  puzzles
(like the train in Murder
on the Orient Express),
t he  " imposs ib l e "
element in this novel is
rooted  in  deception
and human error rather
t h a n  e l a b o r a t e
mechanics.
The  solution  to  the
crime relies heavily on
the  psychology  of  the
killer.  Christie  was  a
master  of  the  "least
likely  person"  trope,
but  in  this  novel,  the
motive  is  so  deeply
buried that it  requires
Poirot  to  unravel  the
entire  history  of  the
Cloade family and the
Underhay  marriage.
T h e  c l u e  t o  t h e

mystery  lies  not  in  a
dropped  handkerchief
or  a  bent  candlestick,
but  in  a  fundamental
misunderstanding of  a
person's identity.

Thematic
Explorati
on:
Identity
and Post-
War
Trauma
Taken  at  the  Flood
Agatha Christie  is  a
rich  text  for  thematic
analysis.  The  most
prominent theme is the
fluidity  of  identity  in
the  aftermath  of  war.
During  the  Blitz  and
the  chaos  of  military
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conflict,  people  were
a b l e  t o  r e i n v e n t
themselves. Paperwork
was lost;  people  were
declared  dead  when
t h e y  w e r e  n o t .
Rosaleen’s claim to the
fortune hinges entirely
on the ambiguity of her
first  husband’s  status.
The  novel  asks:  In  a
world  turned  upside
down by war, how can
we  truly  know  who
anyone  is?
Another  significant
theme is  the  contrast
between the old world
and  the  new  world.
R o w l e y  C l o a d e
represents  the  old
world—landed  gentry,
duty,  tradition,  and  a
stiff  upper  lip.  Lynn,
having  served  in  the
war,  represents  the
n e w
world—independence,
cynicism, and a desire
for agency. The Cloade
aun ts  and  unc les
represent  the  dying

embers  of  a  wealthy
class  that  finds  itself
obsolete.  The  financial
desperation  of  the
family  mirrors  the
economic  desperation
of  a  nation  trying  to
rebuild.  This  social
commentary  adds  a
layer  of  sophistication
to the mystery.

Adaptatio
ns and
Legacy
Given  i ts  complex
narrat ive  and  r ich
c h a r a c t e r
development,  Taken
at the Flood Agatha
Christie  has  been
a d a p t e d  f o r  b o t h
television and radio.
T e l e v i s i o n
Adaptation  (2006):
The novel was adapted
fo r  the  ITV  ser ies
Agatha  Chr is t ie 's
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Poirot,  starring  David
Suchet  as  the  titular
d e t e c t i v e .  T h i s
adaptation  is  notable
b e c a u s e  i t  t a k e s
significant  liberties
w i t h  t h e  s o u r c e
material,  particularly
by omitting the subplot
concerning  Lynn's
romantic dilemma and
altering  the  fate  of  a
major character. While
some  purists  criticize
these  changes,  the
adaptation succeeds in
capturing  the  dark,
psychological  tone  of
t h e  b o o k .  T h e
production  design
beautifully  recreates
the  post-war  austerity
of  London  and  the
c l a u s t r o p h o b i c
atmosphere  of  the
English countryside.
Radio  Adaptations:
The BBC has produced
m u l t i p l e  r a d i o
dramatizations  of  the
novel,  which  tend  to
adhere more closely to

the original text. These
versions allow listeners
to  ful ly  appreciate
Christie’s dialogue and
the subtle clues woven
into  the  characters’
interactions.

Why
Readers
Should
Choose
This
Novel
F o r  t h o s e  n e w  t o
Agatha  Christie,  this
might not be the "first"
book  to  pick  up  (that
honor typically goes to
The  Murder  of  Roger
Ackroyd  or  And  Then
There  Were  None).
H o w e v e r ,  f o r  t h e
s e a s o n e d  r e a d e r
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l ook ing  fo r  depth
beyond the "whodunit,"
Taken  at  the  Flood
Agatha Christie  is  a
hidden gem. It offers:

A mature,1.
psychological
approach: The
villainy here is
not cartoonish; it
is born from real
human fear and
greed.
Historical2.
texture: The
novel offers a
rare glimpse into
the social and
economic
realities of
England
immediately
following the
war.
A complex3.
female
perspective:
Through Lynn,
Christie explores
the frustrations
of a generation
of women who

were given a
taste of
independence
during the war
only to be
expected to
return to the
kitchen.
A satisfying4.
intellectual
puzzle: The
solution is fair,
even if it requires
the reader to pay
close attention to
the nuances of
human behavior
rather than
physical clues.

The
Shakespe
arean
Connectio
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n
Returning to the title's
origin,  the quote from
Julius  Caesar  is  used
brilliantly  by  Christie.
The "tide" in the novel
is  not  just  the financial
o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t
presents  itself  to  the
Cloade family. It is also
the tide of emotion, the
tide of justice, and the
tide  of  fate.  Poirot,
un l ike  the  fami ly ,
understands  that  the
tide  can  flow  in  two

directions. What seems
like  a  flood  of  good
fortune  can  quickly
turn into a tsunami of
ruin  if  one  misreads
the currents. The novel
is  a  cautionary  tale
a b o u t  t h e
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f
impatience  and  the
danger  of  assuming
that  a  favorable  tide
will  remain  favorable
forever.
Christie’s  use  of  this
l i terary  reference
elevates  the  book


