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INTRODUCTION

Are you tired of juggling multiple remote
controls every time you want to watch a
movie, play a game, or listen to music?
The RCA universal remote is a powerful
solution  that  can  consolidate  all  your
devices  into  a  single,  easy-to-use
controller. Learning how to program
an  RCA  universal  remote  not  only

declutters  your  coffee  table  but  also
simplifies  your  entertainment
experience. Whether you have a newer
model  with  a  code library  or  an older
version  requiring  manual  entry,  this
guide will walk you through every step.
By the end, you will be able to control
your  TV,  DVD  player,  soundbar,
streaming  device,  and  more  with  just
one  remote.  We  will  cover  multiple
programming  methods,  code  retrieval
techniques, and troubleshooting tips to
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ensure  you  get  the  most  out  of  your
universal remote.

WHAT IS AN RCA UNIVERSAL
REMOTE?

RCA universal remotes are designed to
replace the original remotes for a wide
range of electronic devices. They come
in various models, from basic four-device
remotes to advanced ones that control
up to eight devices. Most RCA remotes
work  with  TVs,  DVD/Blu-ray  players,
cable/satellite  boxes,  streaming  media
players,  soundbars,  and  even  audio
receivers.  The  programming  process
involves telling the remote which brand
and  device  type  you  want  to  control.
Once  programmed,  the  remote  sends
the  correct  infrared  (IR)  signals  for
functions  like  power,  volume,  channel

c h a n g e ,  a n d  i n p u t  s e l e c t i o n .
Understanding the model of your remote
is helpful because the button layout and
programming  steps  may  vary  slightly,
but the core principles remain the same.

PREPARING TO PROGRAM YOUR
RCA UNIVERSAL REMOTE

Before  diving  into  the  programming
steps,  take a  few minutes  to  prepare.
This  reduces  frustration  and  increases
your  chance  of  success  on  the  first
attempt.  Here  is  what  you  need  to  do:

Insert fresh batteries into the
remote. Weak batteries can cause
programming failures or
intermittent operation.
Turn on the device you want to
program (e.g., your TV). Make
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sure it is powered on and ready to
receive commands.
Locate the correct code for your
device brand. You can find this in
the manual that came with your
remote or by visiting the RCA
support website. Many remotes
also allow you to download a code
list from the internet.
Know your device type – for
example, TV, DVD, CBL (cable
box), or AUX. This matters because
the remote needs to know which
device key to assign the code to.
Clear any previous
programming (optional but
recommended) if you are
reprogramming a device button
that was already used. Some
models have a reset function, but

usually, entering a new code
overwrites the old one.

Now  you  are  ready  to  begin.  The
following  sections  detail  the  most
common  programming  methods.

PROGRAMMING METHODS

RCA  universal  remotes  offer  several
ways  to  input  the  configuration.  The
most reliable is direct code entry, but if
you can’t find the code, the auto search
and  brand  code  search  features  can
help.  Choose  the  method  that  best  fits
your  situation.

Method 1: Direct
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Code Entry (Most
Reliable)
This method requires you to know the 4-
digit  or  5-digit  code  for  your  device.
Follow these steps:

Turn on the device you want to1.
control (e.g., your TV). Leave it on.
Press and hold the device button2.
(e.g., TV, DVD, CBL) on your RCA
remote until the red light turns on
and stays on. Then release the
button. The red light indicates the
remote is in programming mode.
Press and release the POWER3.
button once. The red light will blink
and then turn off. Now the remote

is waiting for the code.
Using the number keys, enter the4.
4-digit code for your device
brand. For example, if your TV
code is 1015, press 1-0-1-5. The
red light will blink after each digit
and then turn off when the code is
accepted.
If the code is correct, the device5.
will turn off automatically (or the
LED will flash twice). If it doesn't
turn off, try another code from the
list.
Once the device turns off, press6.
the device button briefly to lock
in the code. Test the remote by
pressing POWER, VOLUME, and
CHANNEL buttons to ensure full
functionality.
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Note: For some RCA models, you may
need to press the device button again
after entering the code to save it. Always
refer to your specific remote’s manual if
available.

Method 2: Auto
Code Search
If you don’t have the code or the direct
entry  method  fails,  the  auto  search
function scans through all codes stored
in  the  remote  until  it  finds  one  that
works  with  your  device.

Turn on the device you want to1.
program.
Press and hold the device button2.
(e.g., TV) until the red light turns

on and stays on. Then release.
Press and release the POWER3.
button once. The red light blinks
once and then turns off.
Now point the remote at your4.
device and press and release the
CH+ (channel up) button
repeatedly. The remote will send a
code every time you press CH+.
Watch the device: when it turns off
(e.g., the TV shuts off), you have
found a working code.
Immediately press the device5.
button once to lock the code. The
red light will turn off.
Test the volume and mute buttons.6.
If they don’t work, repeat the
process – sometimes the code is
close but not perfect. Continue
pressing CH+ (starting from where
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you left off) to try the next code.
Stop when the device responds
correctly.

This method may take a few minutes but
is  effective  when  you  don’t  have  the
code  l is t  handy.  Be  pat ient  and
systematically  press  CH+.

Method 3: Brand
Code Search
Some  RCA  remotes  offer  a  brand  code
search  that  narrows  down  the  code
library by brand. This is faster than a full
auto search if  you know your device’s
manufacturer.

Turn on the device (e.g., TV).1.

Press and hold the device button2.
until the red light stays on, then
release.
Press and release the POWER3.
button. The red light turns off.
Press and hold the device button4.
again. The red light turns on and
stays on. Then release.
Press and release the VOL+5.
button repeatedly. The remote will
cycle through codes for that brand.
When your device turns off, press
the device button to save.

Because the brand search only checks
codes  associated  with  the  brand  you
selected,  it  is  more  efficient  than  a  full
scan.  However,  not  all  RCA  remotes
support this feature; check your manual.
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Method 4: Using
the “Code Setup”
Button (for Older
Models)
On some older RCA universal remotes,
there  is  a  dedicated  CODE  SETUP
button (or a similar label). The process is
slightly different:

Turn on the device.1.
Press and hold the CODE SETUP2.
button until the red light turns on,
then release.
Press the device button (TV,3.
DVD, etc.). The red light will blink

once and then stay on.
Enter the 4-digit code using the4.
number keys. The red light will
turn off if the code is accepted.
Test the remote. If the device does5.
not respond, repeat with a
different code.

If you own a remote with a CODE SETUP
button,  this  method is  straightforward.
Many  modern  remotes  have  replaced
this  with  the  device  button  + POWER
combination.

FINDING THE CORRECT CODE FOR
YOUR DEVICE

Having  the  right  code  is  essential  for
successful  programming.  Here  are  the
most reliable sources for RCA universal
remote codes:
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The remote’s instruction
manual – usually includes a list of
codes by brand.
RCA’s official website – search
for your remote model number to
download a code list.
Online code databases –
websites like
RemoteControlCodes.com or the
RCA support forum often have
updated lists.
Your device’s manual – some
provide a universal remote code
for their brand.

When looking up codes,  make sure to
note whether your remote uses 4-digit or
5-digit  codes.  Most  RCA  universal
remotes  use  4-digit  codes,  but  newer
models may use 5 digits. If you cannot

find  any  code  for  your  exact  model,  try
codes  for  the  same brand and  device
type. For example, if  you have a Sony
TV, try codes 1000, 1001, 1002, etc.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON
ISSUES

Even  with  careful  steps,  you  may
encounter problems. Here are solutions
to the most frequent issues:

The remote doesn’t respond
after entering a code. Make
sure you are using the correct
device button (e.g., TV, not DVD).
Check that the batteries are fresh
and correctly inserted. Try a
different code from the list.
The device turns off during
auto search but volume



How To Program Rca Universal Remote 9

9

buttons don’t work. This means
the code controls power but not
volume. Continue the auto search
by pressing CH+ again (without
turning the device back on) until
you find a code that also controls
volume and other functions. You
may need to cycle through several
codes.
The remote works some days
but not others. Weak batteries
are the usual culprit. Replace them
and reprogram if necessary (codes
are stored in volatile memory on
some models).
The device turns on/off but
other functions are missing.
Try a different code for the same
brand. Many brands have multiple
codes, each supporting a different

set of functions.
I lost the code list and auto
search doesn’t work. Reset the
remote by removing batteries for 5
minutes, then try the auto search
again with the device turned on.
Sometimes the remote’s memory
gets stuck.
My device brand is not in the
code list. Check if your device
uses an unusual brand or is a
generic model. Try codes from a
similar brand or use the auto
search method.

TIPS FOR A SMOOTH
PROGRAMMING EXPERIENCE

To  avoid  frustration  and  get  the  best
performance  from  your  RCA  universal
remote, keep these tips in mind:
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Keep the remote pointed at
the device during programming,
especially during auto search. The
remote needs a clear line of sight
to the infrared sensor.
Write down the codes that
work for each device. This way, if
you ever need to reprogram (e.g.,
after battery removal), you can
quickly re-enter the code.

Use the correct device
assignment. For example, if you
want to control your soundbar,
assign it to the AUX button (or the
CABLE button if that works with
your soundbar’s code). Don’t mix
device types just because a code
works – it might limit functionality.
Test all major buttons after
programming: power


