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INTRODUCTION:
UNRAVELING THE
MYSTERY OF
ROSEWOOD IN THE
RIGHT SEQUENCE

For  over  a  decade,
Pretty  Little  Liars
h a s  c a p t i v a t e d
audiences  with  i ts
i n t r i c a t e  w e b  o f
secrets ,  l ies ,  and
shocking  revelations.
F rom  the  moment
Alison  DiLaurentis
disappeared  in  the
pilot  episode,  fans
were  hooked  on  the
mystery of "A" and the
lives  of  Aria,  Spencer,
Hanna,  and  Emily.
H o w e v e r ,  f o r

newcomers  or  even
those  looking  for  a
rewatch,  the  question
of Pretty Little Liars
i n  o r d e r  c a n  b e
surprisingly  complex.
With seven seasons of
the  original  series,  a
spin-off  that  was
abruptly  cancelled,  a
short-lived sequel, and
a  r e c e n t  r e b o o t ,
knowing  the  correct
sequence  is  essential
for a cohesive viewing
experience. This guide
will  walk  you  through
every piece of the PLL
universe, ensuring you
don’t miss a single clue
o r  cha rac te r  a r c .
Whether  you  are  a
first-time  viewer  or  a
devoted  fan  revisiting
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R o s e w o o d ,
understanding  the
correct order enhances
the  suspense  and
emotional payoff of this
iconic teen drama.

THE CORE SERIES:
PRETTY LITTLE
LIARS (SEASONS
1–7)

The  foundation  of  the
entire  franchise  is,  of
course,  the  original
series  that  aired  on
ABC  Fami ly  ( la ter
Freeform) from 2010 to
2017.  To  appreciate
the full story, you must
watch  the  or iginal
show  in  its  entirety
before  moving  to  any
spin-offs.  The  series
fo l l ows  f ou r  bes t
f r i e n d s — A r i a
Montgomery  (Lucy
H a l e ) ,  S p e n c e r
Has t i ngs  ( T ro i an
Bel l isar io) ,  Hanna
Marin (Ashley Benson),
and Emily Fields (Shay
Mitchell)—one  year

a f t e r  t h e
disappearance of  their
queen  bee,  Al ison.
W h e n  t h e y  b e g i n
receiving  threatening
m e s s a g e s  f r o m  a
mysterious  figure
n a m e d  " A , "  t h e y
realize  their  darkest
secrets  are  not  safe.
Watching Pretty Little
Liars in order is vital
because  the  show
re l i e s  heav i l y  on
season- long  arcs,
cliffhangers,  and
character development
t h a t  b u i l d s
progressively.

Season 1:
The
Beginning
of the



Pretty Little Liarss In Order 3

3

End
Season  1  introduces
the  core  mystery .
Alison  is  missing,  and
the liars  are  reunited.
The  first  half  of  the
season  focuses  on
establishing  character
dynamics  and  the
initial threats from "A."
Key  episodes  include
the  pilot,  "The  Jenna
Thing,"  and  the  mid-
season  finale.  The
season  culminates  in
the shocking revelation
that  Alison  might  still
be alive. Watching this
season  first  is  non-
n e g o t i a b l e  f o r
understanding  the
stakes.

Season 2:
Digging

Deeper
The  second  season
expands  the  mystery
as  the  liars  dig  into
Alison’s  past  and  the
night she disappeared.
This season introduces
i m p o r t a n t  s i d e
characters  like  Maya,
Caleb,  and  Toby  in
more  significant  roles.
The  season  finale,
titled  "UnmAsked,"
reveals  the  first  "A"  –
Mona Vanderwaal. This
is  a  crucial  turning
point in the series and
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
satisfying  reveals  in
teen TV history. If you
are  watching  Pretty
Little Liars in order,
this is where the game
truly changes.

Season 3:
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A New
"A" Rises
After  Mona  is  sent  to
Radley  Sanatorium,  a
n e w  a n d  m o r e
dangerous  "A"  takes
ove r .  Season  3  i s
d a r k e r  a n d  m o r e
complex. The liars face
new  threats,  and  the
mystery  deepens  with
the introduction of the
"A-Team." This  season
also  features  one  of
the  most  talked-about
episodes,  "The  Lady
Killer," and ends with a
massive  cliffhanger
involv ing  Al ison's
po ten t ia l  re tu rn .
Viewers  must  watch
t h i s  s e a s o n  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
escalating  stakes.

Season 4:

The
Search
for Alison
The  fourth  season
follows the liars as they
actively  search  for
Alison  while  dealing
with  "Big  A"  ( later
revealed  to  be  CeCe
D r a k e / C h a r l o t t e
DiLaurent is) .  This
season is  packed with
revelat ions  about
Alison’s  past  and  the
night she disappeared.
The  mid-season  finale,
"Shadow Play," is a fan
favorite  for  its  noir
style. The season ends
with  Alison  finally
returning to Rosewood,
but  not  everything  is
as it seems.
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Season 5:
Alison's
Return
and the

Dollhouse
Season  5  is  arguably
the  mos t  i n tense
season  of  the  series.
A l i son  re tu rns  t o
Rosewood, but the liars
a re  to rn  be tween
t r u s t i n g  h e r  a n d
fearing  her.  The  "A"
game escalates to new
heights, culminating in
t h e  i n f a m o u s
"Dollhouse"  episodes.
The liars are kidnapped
and held in a terrifying
replica  of  their  own
world.  The  season
finale sets the stage for
the reveal of "A" which
finally  happens  in
Season  6.

Season 6:
Charles
and the
Time
Jump
The first half of Season
6  (ep isodes  1-10)
finally  reveals  the
identity  of  "Big  A"  –
CeCe  Drake/Charlotte
D iLaurent i s .  Th is
revelation is polarizing
a m o n g  f a n s  b u t
essential  to  the  lore.
After  the "A" storyline
concludes,  the  series
jumps  forward  five
years. The second half
o f  t h e  s e a s o n
(ep i sodes  11 -20 )
i n t r o d u c e s  t h e
characters  as  adults
dea l i ng  w i th  new
mysteries. This season
is where the tone shifts
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and where the final "A"
begins to emerge.

Season 7:
The
Endgame
The final  season wraps
up  all  loose  threads.
The liars  are  targeted
by  "A .D . "  and  the
mystery  of  Spencer’s
twin sister, Alex Drake,
is revealed. Season 7 is
a  ro l le rcoaster  o f
emotions,  with  major
character  deaths  and
s h o c k i n g  t w i s t s .
Watching Pretty Little
L iars  in  order  i s
especially  important
here  because  the  final
reveal  calls  back  to
events  from  earlier
seasons.  The  series
finale,  "Till  Death  Do
Us  Part ,"  provides
closure  for  the  main
cha rac te r s  wh i l e

leaving the door open
for future stories.

THE SPIN-OFFS
AND COMPANION
SERIES

Once you have finished
the  or iginal  seven
seasons ,  you  can
explore  the  spin-offs.
While  none  of  them
lasted  as  long  as  the
original,  they  offer
additional  context  and
expand  the  universe.
The  recommended
order  for  these  spin-
offs  follows  their
or ig ina l  a i rdates ,
though  some  fans
prefer  a  chronological
approach.  If  you  are
aiming to watch Pretty
Little  Liars in  order
of  the  timeline  rather
than  re lease ,  the
sequence  becomes
slightly  different.
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Ravensw
ood
(2013–20

14)
This  spin-off  aired
during Season 4 of the
or ig ina l  ser ies .  I t
follows  Caleb  Rivers
(Tyler Blackburn) as he
moves  to  the  cursed
town  of  Ravenswood.
The  ser ies  is  more
supernatural  than  the
original,  focusing on a
centuries-old  curse.
Only  one  season  was
produced. For the best
viewing  experience,
watch  Ravenswood
after Season 4, Episode
13 of the original show,
as  the  spin-off  begins
with  Caleb  leaving
Rosewood. However, it
is  not  essent ia l  to
understanding  the

main  plot.  Many  fans
skip  it  entirely,  but  if
you want the complete
PLL experience, give it
a watch.

Pretty
Little
Liars: The
Perfectio
nists
(2019)
Set  a  few years  after
the  finale  of  the
original  series,  The
Perfectionists  follows
Alison (Sasha Pieterse)
a n d  M o n a  ( J a n e l
Parrish)  as they move
to  Beacon  Heights,  a
town  obsessed  with
perfection.  The  series
is  based  on  the  book
s e r i e s  b y  S a r a
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Shepard, but it acts as
a direct  sequel  to the
original  show.  It  was
cancelled  after  one
season,  leaving  the
story unfinished. Watch
this  after  completing
Season 7 of the original
series.  This  spin-off  is
best for fans who want
to see what happens to
Alison and Mona next.

Pretty
Little
Liars:
Original
Sin
(2022–Pr
esent)
This is a reboot set in
the same universe but
f e a t u r i n g  a  n e w

generation  of  liars.  It
takes  p lace  in  the
p r e s e n t  d a y  b u t
references events from
the  original  series,
including the legacy of
"A." The show is darker
and  leans  into  horror
e l emen t s .  Wa tch
Original Sin after the
original series to catch
the  Easter  eggs  and
references.  It  stands
alone  fairly  well,  but
long-time  fans  wil l
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e
callbacks.  A  second
season,  titled  Pretty
Little Liars: Summer
School ,  has  been
released,  continuing
the  story  of  the  new
liars.

OPTIMAL VIEWING
ORDER FOR
BEGINNERS

If you are a newcomer
wondering  about  the
best  Pretty  Little
Liars  in  order  for
watching,  here  is  the
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most  straightforward
sequence:

Pretty Little1.
Liars (Seasons
1–7) – Watch all
seven seasons
straight through.
Ravenswood2.
(Season 1) –
Optional. Watch
after Season 4 of
PLL if desired.
Pretty Little3.
Liars: The
Perfectionists
(Season 1) –
Watch after the
original series
finale.
Pretty Little4.
Liars: Original
Sin (Season 1–2)
– Watch as a
standalone
reboot after the
original.

This  release-based
order ensures that you
are not spoiled for any
reveals  and  that  you
experience the story as

i t  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y
broadcast.

CHRONOLOGICAL
VIEWING ORDER
FOR HARDCORE
FANS

For those who want to
watch  the  entire  PLL
u n i v e r s e  i n
chronological  timeline
order,  the  sequence
changes  slightly.  Note
that this order involves
switching between the
original  series  and  its
spin-off:

Pretty Little
Liars, Seasons
1–4, Episodes
1–13
Ravenswood,
Season 1 (this
runs concurrently
with PLL Season
4)
Pretty Little
Liars, Season 4,
Episodes 14–24
Pretty Little
Liars, Seasons
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5–7
Pretty Little
Liars: The
Perfectionists
Pretty Little
Liars: Original
Sin

This  method  is  more
complex  but  gives  a
seamless  narrative
flow,  especially
regarding  Caleb’s
departure  and  return.
It is not necessary for
enjoyment but is a fun
challenge for dedicated
fans.

WHERE TO WATCH
THE PRETTY LITTLE
LIARS SERIES

Finding all  episodes in
the  correct  order  is
easier than ever. Most
streaming  platforms
offer  the  complete
series.  For  the  best
exper ience,  use  a
service that allows you
to create a playlist  or
e a s i l y  n a v i g a t e

seasons.  Here are the
current options:

HBO Max / Max:
Offers the
complete original
series and
Original Sin.
Hulu: Streams
all seven seasons
of the original
show.
Amazon Prime
Video: Episodes
are available for
purchase
individually or by
season.
Netflix: In some
regions, the
original series is
still available.

A lways  check  the
episode  t i t les  and
summaries  against  a
trusted guide to ensure
you are watching in the
intended  order.  Some
streaming  services
occas i ona l l y  l i s t
e p i s o d e s  o u t  o f
sequence,  especially
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for  the  spin-offs.

WHY THE ORDER
MATTERS FOR
PLOT AND
CHARACTER
DEVELOPMENT

You might wonder why
so  much  emphasis  is
placed  on  watching
Pretty Little Liars in
order. The answer lies
in  the  show's  dense,
serialized  storytelling.
Unl ike  procedural
dramas  where  each
e p i s o d e  i s  s e l f -
contained,  PLL is  built
o n  l o n g - r u n n i n g
mysteries.  Watching
out of order would spoil
major reveals, such as
the  identity  of  "A"  in
Season 2 and the "Big
A" reveal in Season 6.
C h a r a c t e r
relationships,  like  the
r o m a n t i c  a r c s  o f
Spencer  and  Toby  or
Hanna  and  Ca leb ,
develop gradually over
seasons .  Jumping

ahead would rob you of
the emotional build-up
and the satisfaction of
payoff.
Additionally,  the  show
employs  flashbacks
that  only  make  sense
i n  c o n t e x t .  F o r
example, the reveal of
what  really  happened
on  "The  Night  Alison
Disappeared" is spread
a c r o s s  m u l t i p l e
seasons. Watching the
series  in  the  correct
order  al lows  these
puzzle  pieces  to  fall
into  place  naturally.
The  same  applies  to
the  spin-offs:  The
P e r f e c t i o n i s t s
directly  references
e v e n t s  f r o m  t h e
original  finale,  while
Original  Sin  contains
subt le  nods  to  the
earlier  series.  For  the
full experience, order is
n o t  j u s t
recommended—it  is
essential.
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COMMON PITFALLS
TO AVOID WHEN
WATCHING

Many  new  viewers

make  the  mistake  of
skipping  episodes  or
seasons,  thinking  the
show is "filler


