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When you look at a
Map Of Sri Lanka On
World Map, you will
find this tropical island
nation situated in the
Indian Ocean, just off
the southeastern coast

of India. Its
geographical
coordinates are

approximately 7° N
latitude and 81° E
longitude. The island is
separated from the
Indian subcontinent by
the Gulf of Mannar and

the Palk Strait. With a
total land area of about
65,610 square
kilometers, Sri Lanka is
often described as a
teardrop or a pearl
hanging from the tip of
India. This positioning
has historically made it
a vital maritime hub
along ancient trade
routes, linking the
Middle East, Europe,
and East Asia.

For travelers,
historians, and
geographers,  finding

the Map Of Sri Lanka
On World Map is
crucial for
understanding its
strategic importance.
The island lies in the
heart of the Indian


https://turn-nyc-edge-vdmdp.louper.io/
https://turn-nyc-edge-vdmdp.louper.io/

Ocean, making it a
natural stopover for
ships crossing between
the Suez Canal and the
Straits of Malacca. Its
location also influences
its tropical monsoon

climate, diverse
ecosystems, and rich
cultural tapestry

shaped by centuries of
trade and colonization.
In this article, we will
explore every aspect of
Sri Lanka's global
position, from its
physical geography to
its geopolitical
significance, and how
you can locate it on
any world map.

Where
Exactly is
Sri Lanka

ona
World
Map?

To pinpoint the Map
Of Sri Lanka On
World Map, look
south of India. The
island lies between
5°55' and 9°51' North
latitude, and between
79°41' and 81°53' East
longitude. It is roughly
880 kilometers north of
the equator. The
closest neighboring
country is India, with
the Gulf of Mannar and

the Palk Strait
separating them by
only about 30

kilometers at the
narrowest point. To the
southwest, the
Maldives is another
island neighbor, and to
the southeast lies the
vast expanse of the
Indian Ocean.
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When examining a
political world map, Sri
Lanka appears as a
distinct teardrop shape
southwest of the Bay of
Bengal. Its size is often
compared to that of
Ireland or the U.S.
state of West Virginia.
The central highlands,
surrounded by coastal
plains, create a unique
topography that is
visible even on small-
scale maps. The
island's long coastline
of about 1,340
kilometers is dotted
with natural harbors,
such as those in
Colombo, Trincomalee,
and Galle, which have
been important for
maritime trade.

The
Geopolitic

al
Significan
ce of Sri
Lanka's
Location

The Map Of Sri Lanka
On World Map
reveals much more
than just a dot in the
ocean. Historically, the
island was known as
Taprobane in ancient
Greek and Roman
maps, and later as
Serendib in Arabic
cartography. Its
location made it a
crucial link in the Silk
Road of the Sea, where
spices, gems, and ivory
were traded. In modern
times, Sri Lanka's
central position in the
Indian Ocean region
has drawn global



attention. The country
sits near major
international shipping
lanes, with the
Colombo Port ranking
among the top 30
container ports in the
world.

Geopolitically, Sri
Lanka's proximity to
India and its location
along strategic sea
lines of communication
(SLOCs) make it a focal
point for regional
powers. The island is
also part of the Indian
Ocean Rim Association

(IORA) and has
developed ties with
China, which

constructed the
Hambantota Port as
part of the Belt and
Road Initiative.
Understanding the
Map Of Sri Lanka On
World Map helps in
appreciating the
delicate balance of
power and the
economic opportunities

that arise from its
geography.

PHYSICAL
GEOGRAPHY OF
SRI LANKA AS
SEEN ON A WORLD
MAP

When you zoom in on
the Map Of Sri Lanka
On World Map, you
will notice three
distinct topographic
zones: the Central
Highlands, the plains,
and the coastal belt.
The Central Highlands,
with peaks like
Pidurutalagala (2,524
meters) and Adam's
Peak (2,243 meters),
are the island's
backbone. This region
gives rise to many
rivers, such as the
Mahaweli, which flows
toward the eastern
coast. The plains
surrounding the
highlands are used
extensively for
agriculture, especially
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paddy cultivation. The
coastal belt features
beautiful sandy
beaches, lagoons, and
mangrove forests.

Climate
Zones
Influence
d by
Geograph
IC
Position

Sri Lanka's latitude
between 5° and 10°
north places it in the
tropical zone, but its
position relative to the
Indian landmass and

the Indian Ocean
Creates distinct
monsoon patterns.

During the Southwest

Monsoon (May-
September), the
windward western and
southwestern slopes
receive heavy rainfall,
while the northeast is
relatively dry. The
Northeast Monsoon
(December-February)
brings rain to the
northern and eastern
parts. This dual
monsoon system is
unique and is a direct
consequence of the
island's location as
seen on a world map.
The Map Of Sri Lanka
On World Map also
highlights the fact that
the island lies in a
region prone to tropical
cyclones, though they
are less frequent than
in the Bay of Bengal.

Biodiversi



Hotspot

Due t

Geogr

IC
|solation

Being an island, Sri
Lanka has developed a
high level of
endemism. Its location,
separated from the
Indian subcontinent,
has allowed unique
species of flora and
fauna to evolve. The
Map Of Sri Lanka On
World Map shows a
landmass that has
been isolated for
thousands of years,
resulting in biodiversity
hot spots like the
Sinharaja Rainforest
and the central

ap

highlands. Numerous
endemic birds,
amphibians, and
tiles are found only

ere. The island's

q/aried climate zones,

rom dry zone jungles
to wet zone forests,
h a mosaic of
habitats that are
clearly delineated on a
detailed physical map.

HOW TO READ A
MAP OF SRI
LANKA: KEY
GEOGRAPHICAL
FEATURES

Learning to read a
Map Of Sri Lanka On
World Map involves
recognizing its
administrative

divisions, major cities,
and natural landmarks.
The country is divided
into nine provinces and
25 districts. Colombo,
the commercial capital,
lies on the western
coast, while Sri
Jayawardenepura Kotte
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is the administrative
capital and located just
southeast of Colombo.
Other major cities
include Kandy in the
central highlands, Galle
on the southern coast,
Trincomalee in the
east, and Jaffna at the
northern tip.

e Northern
Province:
Features the
Jaffna Peninsula,
known for its
Tamil culture and
agriculture
including chili,
onions, and
tobacco.

e Central
Province: Home
to Kandy, the last
kingdom of Sri
Lanka, and the
famous Temple
of the Tooth
Relic.

e Western
Province: The
most urbanized
province

containing
Colombo, Sri
Lanka's
economic hub.

e Southern
Province:
Known for Galle
Fort, a UNESCO
World Heritage
site, and pristine
beaches like
Unawatuna and
Mirissa.

e Eastern
Province:
Trincomalee has
a deep natural
harbor and
beaches like
Nilaveli and
Uppuveli.

e Uva and
Sabaragamuwa
Provinces: Tea
plantations and
national parks
such as Yala and
Udawalawe.

When viewing the Map
Of Sri Lanka On
World Map, note that
the island's central



highlands appear as a
shaded region with
darker contours
indicating higher
elevation. Rivers
radiate outward from
this central massif.
Major reservoirs and
tanks, some ancient
like the giant tanks at
Parakrama Samudra,
are clearly marked on
large-scale maps. The
coastline is irregular,
with the Jaffna
Peninsula and Mannar
Island in the north, and
the deeper bay of
Trincomalee in the
east.

THE HISTORICAL
AND CULTURAL
CONTEXT OF SRI
LANKA'S MAP
POSITION

Ancient cartographers
placed Sri Lanka (then
known as Taprobane)
prominently on early
world maps, often
exaggerating its size

due to its importance
as a source of
cinnamon, pearls, and
precious stones. The
Map Of Sri Lanka On
World Map from
ancient times, such as
Ptolemy's 2nd-century
map, showed the
island as a large
landmass south of the
Indian subcontinent.
This early cartographic
prominence reflects
the island's fame as a
trading center. The use
of the term "Serendib"
by Arab traders gave
rise to the word
"serendipity," meaning
fortunate discovery.

Later, during the
colonial era,
Portuguese, Dutch, and
British cartographers
meticulously mapped
the island. The British
engineers surveyed the
entire island in the
19th century,
producing detailed
topographic maps that
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are still used as base
maps today.
Understanding the
Map Of Sri Lanka On
World Map in a
historical context helps
to appreciate how
colonial boundaries
and infrastructure
projects (like railways
and roads) shaped
modern Sri Lanka.

PRACTICAL USES
OF A WORLD MAP
FEATURING SRI
LANKA

Whether you are a
student, traveler, or
researcher, knowing
how to locate the Map
Of Sri Lanka On
World Map has many
practical applications.
For travelers, the map
reveals popular tourist
destinations such as
the cultural triangle
(Anuradhapura,

Polonnaruwa, Sigiriya),
hill country (Nuwara
Eliya, Ella), and beach

resorts (Bentota,
Hikkaduwa). Access
from major

international airports in
Colombo, Mattala, and
Jaffna is also clearly
shown on modern
maps.

For logistics and
shipping professionals,
the map is essential for
understanding shipping
routes. Colombo port is
often marked with a
distinct symbol. For
climate scientists, the
map indicates the
island's vulnerability to
sea-level rise and
extreme weather.
Environmentalists use
it to track conservation
areas. The ability to
interpret a Map Of Sri
Lanka On World Map
is also valuable for
educational purposes,
teaching geography in
schools about island
nations, tectonic plate
boundaries (Sri Lanka
is on the Indian Plate),



and ocean currents
such as the monsoon
drift.

Interactiv
e and
Digital
Map
Resource
S

Today, finding the Map
Of Sri Lanka On
World Map is as easy
as opening Google
Maps or using an atlas.
Digital maps allow you
to zoom in and explore
street views of
Colombo's Pettah
market or the scenic
roads of the Central

Highlands. Online
resources also offer
topographical maps,
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political maps, and
road maps. Many
websites specialized in
Sri Lanka travel
provide interactive
maps with points of
interest,

accommodation, and
cultural sites.
Additionally, printable
PDF maps are available
for offline use. For
researchers, GIS data
on Sri Lanka can be
downloaded from
open-source platforms
for detailed analysis of

population density,
land use, and
infrastructure.
COMMON
MISCONCEPTIONS
ABOUT SRI
LANKA'S POSITION
ON THE MAP

Given the small size of
the island relative to
continents, some
misconceptions arise
when looking at the
Map Of Sri Lanka On
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WANKA ONAWORLDe
common error is
thinking Sri Lanka is
part of India; although
it is close, it is an
independent sovereign
nation with its own
government, borders,
and identity. Another
misconception is that
Sri Lanka lies entirely
within the tropical
cyclone belt - in
reality, the island is
partially sheltered by
India and Sri Lanka's
own topography, so
cyclones are less
frequent than in
Bangladesh or the Bay
of Bengal. Also, some
assume the entire
island is a rainforest;
actually, northern and
eastern areas have a
dry zone with distinct
scrub forest and
savanna ecosystems.

CONCLUSION: WHY
THE MAP OF SRI
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MAP MATTERS

The Map Of Sri Lanka
On World Map is far
more than a simple dot
in the Indian Ocean. It
reveals the strategqic,
economic, ecological,
and cultural
significance  of this
remarkable island
nation. From ancient
trade routes to modern
geopolitics, from
tropical biodiversity to
global shipping lanes,
Sri Lanka's location has
shaped its history and
will continue to
influence its future.
Understanding where
Sri Lanka sits on a
world map helps us
appreciate its unique
place in the global
community. Whether
you are planning a trip,
studying world
geography, or
analyzing international
relations, the location




of Sri Lanka provides a
gateway to
understanding the
intricate connections
between continents
and cultures. Next time

12

you glance at a world
map, take a moment to
locate this pearl - its
story is written in the
waters and lands that
surround it.
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