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WHERE IS HARRY
POTTER SET:
EXPLORING THE
REAL-WORLD
LOCATIONS AND
STUDIO MAGIC

For  millions  of  fans
around the  world,  the
Harry  Potter  series  is
m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a
story—it  is  a  living,
breathing  world  that
feels  as  real  as  our
own. Since the release
of Harry Potter and the
Philosopher's  Stone  in
2001,  audiences  have
asked  a  fascinating
question:  where  is
Harry  Potter  set?  The
answer  is  wonderfully

layered.  While  the
fictional  story  takes
place  in  a  magical
version  of  Britain,  the
films  were  brought  to
life  across  dozens  of
real-world  locations  in
England, Scotland, and
Wales,  as  well  as  on
purpose-built  sets  at
Leavesden  Studios.
Understanding  where
Harry  Potter  is  set
means  exploring  both
t h e  i m a g i n a t i v e
geography  o f  the
books and the tangible
places  that  gave  the
films  their
u n f o r g e t t a b l e
atmosphere.

THE FICTIONAL
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GEOGRAPHY OF
THE WIZARDING

WORLD

Hogwarts
School of
Witchcraf
t and
Wizardry
The primary setting for
the series is Hogwarts,
a  sprawling  magical
c a s t l e  h i d d e n
somewhere  in  the
Scottish Highlands. J.K.
Rowling has described
the  school  as  being
located  in  a  remote,
mountainous region of
Scot land,  far  from
Muggle civilization. The
castle  is  protected  by
enchantments  that
make  it  appear  as  a
crumbl ing  ru in  to

Muggles ,  and  i t  i s
b o r d e r e d  b y  t h e
Forbidden  Forest,  the
Great  Lake,  and  the
village  of  Hogsmeade.
The  fictional  Hogwarts
is  perched  on  a  cliff
overlooking  a  loch,  a
description that guided
the  filmmakers  in  their
search  for  real-world
counterparts.

London
and the
Ministry
of Magic
Many key scenes take
place in London, which
in the wizarding world
exists  alongside  the
M u g g l e  c i t y  b u t
r e m a i n s  h i d d e n .
D iagon  A l ley ,  the
bustling  commercial
h e a r t  o f  m a g i c a l
London,  i s  tucked
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behind a pub called the
Leaky Cauldron, which
i t s e l f  i s  l o c a t e d
between Muggle shops.
The Ministry of Magic is
accessed  through  a
telephone  booth,  and
P l a t f o r m  9  ¾  i s
concealed within King's
Cross  Station.  These
locations  ground  the
story in a recognizable
urban  environment
while adding a layer of
enchantment.

Other
Fictional
Locations
The  wider  wizarding
w o r l d  i n c l u d e s
locat ions  such  as
Hogsmeade  Village,
the  only  all-wizarding
settlement  in  Britain,
and  Azkaban ,  the
forb idd ing  pr i son
fortress  located  on  a

remote  island.  The
s t o r y  a l s o  v i s i t s
Grimmauld  Place  in
London,  the  Weasley
home at the Burrow in
Devon,  and  various
magical  sites  across
the UK. Understanding
where  Harry  Potter  is
set therefore requires a
dual  perspective:  the
fictional  map  and  the
real  filming  locations
that  brought  it  to  life.

WHERE IS HARRY
POTTER SET: THE
REAL FILMING
LOCATIONS

Alnwick
Castle:
The
Iconic
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Hogwarts
Exterior
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
recognizable  answers
to the question "where
is  Harry Potter  set"  is
A lnw ick  Cas t le  in
N o r t h u m b e r l a n d ,
England. This medieval
castle  served  as  the
exterior  of  Hogwarts
during  key  scenes  in
the  first  two  films.  The
castle's  Outer  Bailey
was  used  for  flying
l e s s o n s ,  a n d  i t s
imposing walls stood in
f o r  t h e  H o g w a r t s
courtyard.  Alnwick
Castle  is  one  of  the
o l d e s t  i n h a b i t e d
castles in England and
r e m a i n s  a  m a j o r
pilgrimage  site  for
Potter  fans.  Visitors
can  take  broomstick
training  sessions  and
exp lo re  the  same
cobblestones  where

H a r r y ,  R o n ,  a n d
Hermione  walked.

Durham
Cathedral
: The
Cloisters
and
Chapter
House
Durham  Cathedral,  a
U N E S C O  W o r l d
H e r i t a g e  S i t e  i n
northeast  England,
provided  some  of  the
most  magical  interiors
for  the early  films.  The
cathedral's  cloisters
were  transformed into
Hogwarts's  covered
walkways,  and  the
Chapter  House  was
used  as  the  set  for
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Professor McGonagall's
Transfiguration  class.
T h e  c a t h e d r a l ' s
medieval  stonework
a n d  s o l e m n
atmosphere  perfectly
captured  the  ancient,
myster ious  feel  of
Hogwarts.  However,
some  church  officials
expressed  concern
over the pagan themes
of  the series,  so  later
films  moved  to  other
locations.

Glenfinna
n
Viaduct:
The
Hogwarts
Express

Journey
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
breathtaking real-world
settings for  the series
is  the  Glenfinnan
Viaduct in the Scottish
H i g h l a n d s .  T h i s
sweep ing  ra i lway
bridge, built in 1901, is
where  the  Hogwarts
Express  is  filmed
crossing  the  Scottish
landscape on its way to
school.  The  viaduct
appears in nearly every
film,  and  the
surrounding scenery of
Loch  Shiel  and  the
m o u n t a i n s  o f
Glenfinnan  provides
the dramatic backdrop
for the train's journey.
For  fans  wondering
where  is  Harry  Potter
set in Scotland, this is
the  quintessential
location.  The  Jacobite
steam train, which runs
on the same route,  is
now  known  worldwide
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a s  t h e  H o g w a r t s
Express.

King's
Cross
Station:
Platform
9 ¾
No discussion of where
Harry  Potter  is  set
would  be  complete
without  King's  Cross
Station in London. The
s t a t i o n ' s  m a i n
concourse was used for
filming scenes of Harry
and the Weasley family
running  through  the
barrier to Platform 9 ¾.
Although  the  actual
platform number is 9 in
the  real  station,  the
films  used  a  separate
entrance.  Today,  the
stat ion  features  a
dedicated Platform 9 ¾

photo  spot  w i th  a
l u g g a g e  t r o l l e y
disappearing  into  the
wa l l .  The  s ta t i on
remains  one  of  the
most  visited  Harry
Potter locations in the
world.

Christ
Church,
Oxford:
The Great
Hall and
Staircase
Christ  Church  at  the
University  of  Oxford
provided  two  of  the
most  famous  interiors
a t  Hogwar t s .  The
cathedral's  staircase
w a s  u s e d  f o r  t h e
entrance to  the  Great
Hall  in  the  first  film,
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and  the  co l lege ' s
dining  hall  served  as
the inspiration for  the
Great Hall itself. While
the  actual  Great  Hall
s e t  w a s  b u i l t  a t
Leavesden Studios, the
proportions,  paneling,
and  atmosphere  of
Christ  Church's  hall
directly  influenced  the
design.  Visitors  to
Oxford  can  see  the
exact  staircase  where
Professor  McGonagall
greeted  the  first-year
students.

Leadenha
ll Market:
Diagon
Alley
In  London's  financial
district,  Leadenhall
Market  provided  the
exterior  for  Diagon
Alley.  The  covered

market, with its ornate
Victorian  architecture
and colorful shopfronts,
was  transformed  into
the  entrance  to  the
wizarding  shopping
st reet .  The  Leaky
Cauldron's exterior was
filmed  at  42  Bull's
Head  Passage  within
the market. Leadenhall
Market is still a working
market  and  is  easily
accessible  for  fans
exploring  London.

Australia
House:
Gringotts
Bank
T h e  i n t e r i o r  o f
Gringotts  Wizarding
Bank was filmed inside
Australia House on the
Strand in London. This
grand  building,  which
houses  the  Australian
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High  Commiss ion,
features  an  opulent
marble lobby that was
used  for  the  bank's
main hall. Filming took
place in 2001, and the
location remains one of
the  most  sought-after
spots for Potter fans.

Lacock
Abbey:
Hogwarts
Interiors
L a c o c k  A b b e y  i n
Wiltshire, England, was
u s e d  f o r  s e v e r a l
inter ior  scenes  at
Hogwarts,  including
the  discovery  of  the
Mirror of Erised and the
Potions classroom. The
abbey 's  medieva l
cloisters  and  stone
rooms  prov ided  a
perfect  match  for  the
ancient  feel  of  the

school.  Lacock  is  also
used  as  a  filming
locat ion  for  other
period dramas, but its
Potter  connections
remain  a  major  draw.

WARNER BROS.
STUDIO TOUR: THE
ULTIMATE ANSWER
TO WHERE IS
HARRY POTTER
SET

Leavesde
n Studios:
The Heart
of the
Magic
Perhaps  the  most
complete  answer  to
"where is Harry Potter
set"  i s  Leavesden
Studios in Watford, just
north of London. This is
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w h e r e  t h e  v a s t
majority  of  the  films
were shot, and it  now
houses  the  Warner
Bros .  S tud io  Tour
London—The Making of
Harry  Potter.  Visitors
can  walk  through  the
actual  sets,  including
the  Great  Hall ,  the
Forbidden  Forest ,
Diagon  Alley,  and  the
Ministry of  Magic.  The
tour  also  features  the
o r i g i n a l  p r o p s ,
costumes,  and  special
effects  used  in  the
films.  For  anyone  who
wants to step into the
wizarding world, this is
the definitive location.

The Great
Hall Set
The  Great  Hall  set  at
Leavesden  is  one  of
the  largest  and  most
detailed in the tour. It
was built from scratch
on  a  soundstage  and

features  the  floating
candles,  the  house
tables,  and  the  staff
table. The set was used
for  feasts,  sort ing
ceremonies,  and  key
dramatic  moments.
Seeing  it  in  person
g i v e s  v i s i t o r s  a
profound sense of  the
s c a l e  a n d
craftsmanship  behind
the  films.

Diagon
Alley Set
The Diagon Alley set at
the studio tour is a full-
scale recreation of the
wizarding  shopping
street,  complete  with
Ollivanders,  Flourish
a n d  B l o t t s ,  a n d
Weas leys '  Wizard
W h e e z e s .  T h e
c o b b l e s t o n e s ,
s h o p f r o n t s ,  a n d
magical  windows  are
all  original.  This  is
where  fans  can  truly
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understand the answer
to  where  i s  Ha r ry
P o t t e r  s e t ,  a s  i t
captures  the  essence
of  the fictional  location
in a tangible form.

The
Forbidde
n Forest
Set
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
immersive experiences
is the Forbidden Forest
set, which includes real
trees,  artificial  snow,
a n d  a n i m a t r o n i c
c r e a t u r e s  l i k e
B u c k b e a k  t h e
Hippogriff.  The set was
u s e d  f o r  s c e n e s
involving  Aragog,  the
Centaurs,  and  the
Triwizard  Tournament.
Walking  through  this
dark,  atmospheric
space is a highlight of

the tour.

SCOTTISH AND
WELSH
LOCATIONS: THE
WILD BEAUTY OF
THE WIZARDING
WORLD

Glen Coe
and Loch
Shiel
The rugged landscapes
of  Scotland  provided
the backdrop for many
exterior  shots  of  the
Hogwarts  grounds.
Glen  Coe,  wi th  i ts
dramatic  mountains
and valleys,  was used
f o r  s c e n e s  i n  t h e
Forbidden  Forest  and
t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g
countrys ide.  Loch
S h i e l ,  n e a r  t h e
Glenfinnan  Viaduct,
was used for the lake
scenes  at  Hogwarts,
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including  the  second
task  of  the  Triwizard
Tournament.  These
locations answer where
is  Harry  Potter  set  in
terms  of  nature  and
wilderness.

Freshwat
er West
Beach,
Wales
For  Harry  Potter  and
the  Deathly  Hallows:
P a r t  1 ,  t h e  s h e l l
cottage  where  Harry,
Ron,  and  Hermione
seek refuge was set at
Freshwater West Beach
in  Pembrokeshire,
Wales.  This  dramatic
stretch  of  coastline,
with  its  golden  sand
and  rocky  outcrops,
w a s  u s e d  f o r  t h e
exterior  shots  of  the
c o t t a g e  a n d  t h e

surrounding  area.  The
location is now marked
by  a  small  tribute  to
the film.

Swaledal
e,
Yorkshire
The  rugged  hills  and
valleys of Swaledale in
Yorkshire were used as
the  backdrop  for  the
scene where Harry and
Hermione  camp  in
Deathly  Hallows.  The
remote,  windswept
landscape  perfectly
captured  the  isolation
and  danger  of  their
quest. This is a lesser-
known location but an
important piece of the
puzz le  for  anyone
researching  where  is
Harry  Potter  set.

OTHER NOTABLE
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LOCATIONS

Harrow
Weald
and
Pinner
Some  o f  the  ear ly
scenes  in  the  series,
including the zoo scene
w i th  the  snake  i n
Philosopher's  Stone,
were  filmed  at  the
R e p t i l e  H o u s e  a t
London  Zoo.  Private
h o m e s  i n  H a r r o w
Weald and Pinner were
used for  the Dursley's
house, Number 4 Privet
Drive.  These  locations
were  carefully  chosen
to reflect the mundane,
suburban  world  from
which  Harry  escapes.

Goathlan
d Station,
North
Yorkshire
T h e  v i l l a g e  o f
Goathland  in  North
Yorkshire was used as
t h e  m o d e l  f o r
Hogsmeade  Station,
where  the  Hogwarts
Express  arrives.  The
station's  quaint,  old-
fashioned  appearance
matched the wizarding
aesthetic  perfectly.
Today,  Goathland is  a
p o p u l a r  s t o p  f o r
tourists  exploring  the
North York Moors.

HOW THE
LOCATIONS WERE
TRANSFORMED
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The Art of
Set
Design
and CGI
Enhance

ment
While  real  locations
p r o v i d e d  t h e
foundation  for  the
films,  the  final  answer
to  where  i s  Ha r ry
Potter  set  involves  a
blend of  practical  and
digital  effects.  Many
l o c a t i o n s  w e r e
enhanced  with  CGI  to
add  towers,  turrets,
and magical elements.
Fo r  examp le ,  t he
exterior of Hogwarts is
a composite of several
locations,  including
A l n w i c k  C a s t l e ,
Durham Cathedral, and

a  scale  model.  The
filmmakers  also  used
g r e e n - s c r e e n
technology to combine
live-action footage with
digital  backgrounds.
T h i s  s e a m l e s s
integration of real and
virtual environments is
what  makes  the  films
feel  so  immersive.

The Role
of
Leavesde
n Studios
Leavesden Studios was
the  production  hub
where  interior  sets
were built,  and where
much  of  the  visual
effects work was done.
T h e  s t u d i o ' s
soundstages  housed
the  Great  Hall ,  the
Potions  classroom,
Dumbledore's  office,
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and  dozens  of  other sets. The


