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THE IRON WITHIN:
UNPACKING THE
LEGACY OF
PERTURABO ON
1D4CHAN

In the grim darkness of
the far future, there is
o n l y  w a r — a n d ,
apparently,  a  healthy
dose of internet satire.
Few  figures  from  the
Warhammer  40,000
universe  have  been
dissected, mocked, and
simultaneously revered
quite  like  Perturabo,
the  Daemon  Primarch
of  the  Iron  Warriors.
While  official  Black
Library  novels  paint  a
picture  of  a  b i t ter
g e n i u s ,  t h e
community-driven  wiki
1d4chan  offers  a

decidedly  different
lens. With its signature
blend  of  irreverent
humor ,  deep  l o re
k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d
unflinching  criticism,
the site has crafted a
unique  portrait  of  the
Lord  o f  I ron .  Th i s
article will explore how
P e r t u r a b o  i s
r e p r e s e n t e d  o n
1d4chan ,  why  h i s
character resonates so
s t rong ly  w i th  the
fanbase, and what his
story tells us about the
nature of  tragedy and
pettiness  in  the  far
future.
Whether  you  are  a
veteran  of  the  Long
War  or  a  newcomer
curious about why this
particular  primarch
inspires  such  strong
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o p i n i o n s ,
understanding  the
Perturabo  1d4chan
lore is essential. It is a
case study in how a fan
commun i ty  takes
official material, adds a
heavy dose of sarcasm,
and creates something
that feels more honest
than  the  official
sources.  Let  us  delve
into the Iron Cage, the
Olympian grudges, and
the  a rch i tec tura l
nightmares of the most
perpetually  annoyed
primarch in the galaxy.

Who is
Perturabo
? A
Primer on

the Lord
of Iron
Before  we  filter  him
through  the  chaotic
lens  of  1d4chan,  we
must  understand  the
baseline.  Perturabo  is
the  primarch  of  the
Iron  Warriors  Legion,
one of the original  20
legions created by the
Emperor  of  Mankind.
Found  on  the  harsh
wor ld  o f  O lympia ,
Perturabo was a genius
o f  l o g i s t i c s ,
engineering, and siege
warfare.  Unlike  his
brother  Rogal  Dorn,
who  built  unbreakable
fortifications, Perturabo
specialized in breaking
them down.
His  story  is  one  of
p e r p e t u a l
dissatisfaction.  He
believed he was given
the  most  difficult,
thankless  tasks  in  the
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Great  Crusade.  While
other  legions  were
celebrated  for  their
glorious conquests, the
Iron Warriors were sent
to  break the toughest
nuts—fortress  worlds
that  no  other  legion
could  crack.  They
succeeded every time,
b u t  r e c e i v e d  n o
a c c o l a d e s .  T h i s
resentment  festered
f o r  c e n t u r i e s ,
eventually boiling over
d u r i n g  t h e  H o r u s
H e r e s y  w h e n
Perturabo,  feel ing
b e t r a y e d  b y  t h e
Emperor,  joined Horus
Lupercal's  rebellion.
His  most  infamous
actions  include  the
decimation of  his  own
legion  (a  punishment
for  failure)  and  the
met icu lous ,  co ld -
blooded siege of Terra.
K e y  t r a i t s  o f
Perturabo  in  official
lore:

Logistical
Genius: He
could calculate
supply lines,
troop
movements, and
siege trajectories
with perfect
precision.
Bitter and
Paranoid: He
saw slights
everywhere,
often imagining
insults where
none were
intended.
Architect and
Builder: He
created wonders,
but his work was
often turned into
weapons of war.
The
Decimation: He
forced his own
legion to kill one
in ten of their
brothers as
punishment for a
failed campaign.
Daemon
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Primarch: After
the Horus
Heresy, he fled
into the Eye of
Terror and
ascended to
daemonhood,
becoming a
massive, iron-
clad monstrosity.

The
1d4chan
Interpreta
tion:
Where
Meme
Meets
Tragedy
N o w ,  h o w  d o e s
1d4chan  handle  this?

The website, known as
"the  bastard  son  of
4chan and Wikipedia,"
treats Perturabo with a
mixture  of  contempt
and  strange  affection.
T h e  P e r t u r a b o
1d4chan  page  i s
famous for several key
themes  that  have
permeated  the  wider
W a r h a m m e r
community.
1 .  T h e  " P e r t y "
Factor.
On 1d4chan, Perturabo
is  often  referred  to
affectionately  as
"Perty"  or  "Perturabo
the Petulant." The site
emphasizes his childish
tantrums  and  inability
t o  c o m m u n i c a t e
effectively.  While  the
official  lore  presents
h i s  b e t r a y a l  a s  a
p h i l o s o p h i c a l  o r
p o l i t i c a l  c h o i c e ,
1d4chan  frames  i t
more simply: he threw
a  fit  because  he  didn't
g e t  e n o u g h
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compliments.  This
reductionist view is, of
course,  a  sat ir ical
exaggeration,  but  it
contains  a  grain  of
t r u t h .  T h e  s i t e
brilliantly  highlights
h o w  a  b e i n g  o f
immense  power  and
intellect was ultimately
undone  by  his  own
insecurity.
2.  The  Olympian
Grudge.
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
f a m o u s  m e m e s
o r i g i n a t i n g  f r o m
1 d 4 c h a n  i s  t h e
"Olympian  Grudge."
T h e  j o k e  i s  t h a t
Perturabo  keeps  a
literal  list  of  everyone
who has ever wronged
him, from the Emperor
down  to  a  random
administratum  clerk
who  misspelled  his
n a m e .  T h i s  i s  a
comedic  amplification
o f  h i s  c a n o n i c a l
bitterness.  The  page
l is ts  hypothet ica l

entries  like:  "Rogal
Dorn:  looked  at  me
f u n n y ,  1  p o i n t .
Gui l l iman:  wrote  a
book without citing me,
5  points.  Emperor:
didn't  say  'good  job'
after I conquered a star
system,  10  points."
This  characterization
has become so popular
that  it  now  influences
how  many  fans  view
the character.
3. The Iron Cage: A
B a d  D a y  a t  t h e
Office.
The Iron Cage incident
is a pivotal moment in
Iron Warriors lore. After
the  Horus  Heresy,
Rogal  Dorn  attempted
t o  d e s t r o y  t h e
remnants  of  the  Iron
Warriors  once  and for
all.  Instead,  Perturabo
lured Dorn into a trap,
resulting  in  a  brutal
stalemate  that  nearly
broke  the  Imperial
Fists. On 1d4chan, this
event is described less
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as  a  grand  military
victory  and  more  as
Perturabo  finally
getting a chance to yell
"I  told you so!" at his
brother. The site's tone
i s  o n e  o f
s c h a d e n f r e u d e ,
celebrating Perturabo's
moment  of  triumph
while also mocking the
petty  joy  he  derived
from it. The page often
jokes  that  the  Iron
Warriors  spent  the
e n t i r e  b a t t l e
complaining about the
quality  of  the  rocks
they  were  throwing.

Why
Does
1d4chan'
s

Perturabo
Resonate
?
The 1d4chan version of
Perturabo has become
a  cult  c lassic  for  a
reason.  It  taps  into  a
u n i v e r s a l  h u m a n
experience: the feeling
o f  b e i n g
u n d e r a p p r e c i a t e d .
Everyone  has  had  a
boss  who  took  credit
for  their  work,  or  a
peer who got praise for
a  lesser  effort.
P e r t u r a b o  i s  t h e
ultimate  embodiment
of  that  resentment.
The  1d4chan  page
validates that feeling in
a  humorous,  over-the-
top way.
Relatability Through
Exaggeration.
The  official  lore  makes
Perturabo  a  tragic
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figure,  but  a  distant
one.  He is  a  demigod
capable  of  breaking
planets.  The  1d4chan
version  brings  him
down  to  ear th .  He
becomes  the  guy  at
w o r k  w h o  h a s  a
s p r e a d s h e e t  o f
everyone's  mistakes,
o r  the  f r i end  who
brings up a slight from
five  years  ago.  By
amplifying  his  flaws
into comedic extremes,
the community  makes
him  more  accessible.
T h e  P e r t u r a b o
1 d 4 c h a n  p a g e
essentially argues that
he  is  not  evil  in  the
w a y  o f  C u r z e  o r
Angron;  he  i s  just
insufferable.  And  that,
strangely,  makes  him
beloved.
T h e  F a i l u r e  o f
Genius.
Another major theme is
the  fai lure  of  pure
logic.  Perturabo  is  a
hyper-rational  being

who cannot understand
human  emotion.  He
builds  perfect  siege
engines  but  fails  to
build  bridges  with  his
brothers.  1d4chan
loves to point out the
i r o n y :  f o r  a l l  h i s
intelligence,  he  was
emotionally  stupid.
This is a recurring joke
in  the  lore  of  many
traitor  primarchs,  but
Perturabo is the poster
child.  The  site  often
quotes  hypothetical
exchanges  where
Perturabo  delivers  a
pe r fec t l y  l og i ca l
a r g u m e n t  t h a t
completely  misses the
emot i ona l  po i n t ,
leading  to  further
isolation.  This  makes
him  a  cautionary  tale
about  the  l imits  of
i n te l l ec t  w i thou t
empathy.
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Key
Tactics:
How to
Siege a
Planet
(Accordin
g to

1d4chan)
Any  d iscuss ion  o f
Perturabo  1d4chan
m u s t  i n c l u d e  t h e
tactical  analysis,  or
rather, the mockery of
his  tactics.  The  site
breaks  down  the  Iron
W a r r i o r s '  s i e g e
doctrine in a way that
is both informative and
hilarious.

Step 1: Build a

Siege Tower.
Perturabo loves
siege towers.
They are slow,
cumbersome,
and impractical
in the age of void
shields and
plasma fire. But
they look
impressive.
1d4chan jokes
that a quarter of
the Iron Warriors'
logistics budget
goes to building
siege towers that
are immediately
destroyed.
Step 2:
Complain
About the
Walls. Before
any engagement,
Perturabo will
inspect the
enemy
fortifications and
write a lengthy
critique. "The
angles are
wrong. The
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buttresses are
poorly
reinforced. Dorn
would be
ashamed." Then
he takes notes.
Step 3:
Overwhelming
Firepower.
Actually, forget
the siege tower.
Just bomb the
planet from orbit
until it cracks.
This is the
preferred Iron
Warriors method.
1d4chan notes
that for all his
genius,
Perturabo's
default strategy
is "kill it with
artillery."
Step 4: The
Final Grudge.
After winning,
Perturabo will not
celebrate. He will
remark that the
campaign took
0.3 seconds

longer than
projected, and he
will hold a
grudge against
the planet's
inhabitants for
not surrendering
faster.

T h i s  t a c t i c a l
breakdown is a perfect
e x a m p l e  o f  t h e
1d4chan style. It mixes
real  lore  with  absurd
humor.  Yes,  the  Iron
W a r r i o r s  d i d  u s e
massive siege engines.
Yes,  Perturabo  was  a
brilliant  commander.
Bu t  by  f r am ing  i t
through  the  lens  of
pettiness and irritation,
the  s i te  c reates  a
memorable  narrative
that  sticks  with  the
reader far longer than
a dry summary of  his
campaign history.
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The
Legacy of
the
1d4chan
Perturabo
in the

Fandom
The  influence  of  the
Perturabo  1d4chan
p a g e  c a n n o t  b e
overstated.  I t  has
s h a p e d  h o w  a
g e n e r a t i o n  o f
W a r h a m m e r  f a n s
interacts with the Iron
Warriors.  On  forums
l ike  Reddit  and  on
s o c i a l  m e d i a ,
references  to  "Perty"
and his  "grudges"  are
ub iqu i tous .  When
Games  Workshop

released  new rules  or
lore  for  Perturabo  in
recent  editions,  the
community's  reaction
was  filtered  through
this  1d4chan  lens.
Comments  like  "But
does he have a grudge
list?" were common.
C o n t r a s t  w i t h
Official  GW  Lore.
Interestingly,  recent
official  lore,  such  as
t h e  n o v e l  " A n g e l
Exterminatus" and the
campaign  book  "The
Siege  of  Terra,"  has
l eaned  more  i n to
Perturabo's complexity.
W r i t e r s  h a v e
attempted to humanize
him, showing his desire
for acceptance and his
genuine skill. However,
for  many  fans,  the
1 d 4 c h a n  v e r s i o n
remains  the  "real"
version.  The  official
lore  might  be  more
nuanced ,  bu t  the
meme is more fun. This
t e n s i o n  b e t w e e n
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official  narrative  and
fan  perception  is  a
defining  characteristic
of modern Warhammer
4 0 k  f a n d o m ,  a n d
Perturabo  sits  at  the
center of it.
The  Connection  to
Other  Legions.
The page also excels at
h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e
relationships  (or  lack
thereof )  between
Perturabo  and  other
legions. His rivalry with
the  Imperial  Fists  is
l e g e n d a r y .  O n
1d4chan,  it  is  framed
as  a  b i t ter  s ib l ing
rivalry where Perturabo
is  constantly  trying to
one-up  Dorn,  only  to
fai l  in  spectacular
fashion.  The  Space
Wolves are depicted as
bullies  who  make  fun
o f  h i s  a rmor .  The
U l t ramar ines  a re
m o c k e d  f o r  t h e i r
bureaucracy,  which
Perturabo  secretly
respects  but  would

never admit. This web
of relationships makes
the  Warhammer  40k
universe feel alive and
interconnected.

Psycholo
gical
Profile:
The Mind
of a
Daemon
Primarch
If  we look beyond the
jokes,  the  Perturabo
1d4chan page offers a
surpris ingly  sharp
psychological  analysis.
It  identifies  his  core
problem: a lack of self-
wor th .  Pe r tu rabo
b e l i e v e s  h e  i s
unlovable, so he acts in



12

12 Perturabo 1d4chan 2024-05-19

ways  that  confirm  his
be l ie f .  He  pushes
people  away  before
they can reject him. He
creates  a  self-fulfilling
prophecy  of  isolation
and  bitterness.  The
1d4chan page, with its
crude  humor,  gets  to
t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h i s
tragedy.  He  is  not  a
vi l la in  because  he
wants  to  be;  he  is  a
vi l la in  because  he
cannot stop himself.
The site  also explores
his relationship with his
adoptive  father  on
Olympia.  Dammekos
tried to love Perturabo,
but Perturabo rejected
his  affection,  assuming
i t  w a s  f a k e .  T h i s
foundational trauma is
treated with surprising
sensitivity on the page,
albeit  sandwiched

between  jokes  about
s i ege  towers  and
grudge  l i s ts .  Th is
duality  is  what  makes
the 1d4chan treatment
so  effective.  It  is
hilarious,  but  it  also
has  emotional  depth
for those who look for
it.

How to
Win with
Perturabo
: A
1d4chan
Guide
F o r  t h e  t a b l e t o p
wargamers  reading,
the  Perturabo  1d


