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THE ENDURING INFLUENCE OF
IMPRIMIS: A PUBLICATION OF
HILLSDALE COLLEGE

I n  a  m e d i a  l a n d s c a p e  o f t e n
characterized  by  sensationalism  and
fleeting  attention  spans,  few  periodicals
have managed to carve out a space as
unique  and  intellectually  robust  as
Imprimis .  For  decades,  this  free

monthly  publication  has  served  as  a
direct line from the campus of a small,
independent  liberal  arts  college  in
Michigan  to  millions  of  readers  across
the  United  States.  To  understand  the
reach and resonance of A Publication
Of  Hillsdale  College  Imprimis,  one
must first understand the institution that
produces  it  and  the  philosophy  that
underpins  its  every  issue.  This  article
explores  the  history,  mission,  content,
and  lasting  impact  of  this  remarkable
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publication,  demonstrating  why  it  has
become a  cornerstone  of  conservative
thought and classical liberal education in
America.

Hillsdale College:
A Bastion of
Independence
Before diving into the pages of Imprimis,
it is essential to grasp the identity of its
parent  institution.  Founded  in  1844,
H i l l sda le  Co l lege  i s  a  p r iva te ,
coeducational liberal arts college located
in  south-central  Michigan.  What  sets
Hillsdale apart from virtually every other
institution  of  higher  learning  in  the

country is its unwavering commitment to
independence.  The  college  famously
refuses to accept any federal taxpayer
subsidies,  including  student  loans,
grants,  or  research  funding.  This
principled  stance  allows  Hillsdale  to
operate  free  from  the  regulatory
entanglements  that  often  accompany
federal money, enabling it to pursue its
mission  of  teaching  the  "Western
heritage as an enduring intellectual and
moral inheritance."
This  fierce  independence  is  the  bedrock
upon which A Publication Of Hillsdale
College  Imprimis  was  built.  The
college's  founding  principle—that
education  should  be  grounded  in  the
t r u t h s  o f  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f
I n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  t h e
Constitution—permeates  every  article,
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speech, and lecture that appears in the
publication.  Hillsdale  is  not  merely  a
college;  it  is  an  idea.  It  champions
academic freedom, intellectual integrity,
and  a  rigorous,  traditional  liberal  arts
curriculum.  Imprimis  is  the  primary
vehicle  through  which  this  idea  is
disseminated to the wider world, offering
readers  a  taste  of  the  high-caliber
discourse  that  takes  place  on  its
campus.

What is
Imprimis? A

Publication of
Ideas
Launched in 1972, Imprimis began as a
modest newsletter meant to share the
text  of  speeches delivered at  Hillsdale
College. The name itself is Latin for "in
the  first  place"  or,  more  tellingly  in  the
context of printing, "Let it  be printed."
This etymology reflects the publication's
core purpose: to take ideas that might
otherwise remain within the ivory tower
and  make  them  accessible,  printable,
and shareable for a broad, non-academic
audience.
A  Publication  Of  Hillsdale  College
Imprimis has grown exponentially since
its humble beginnings. Today, it boasts a
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circulation of over six million readers. It
is distributed free of charge to anyone
who  requests  a  subscr ipt ion,  a
testament  to  Hillsdale's  mission-driven
approach  rather  than  a  profit-oriented
business  model.  The  publication  is
typically  a  single-article  affair,  featuring
the edited transcript of a recent speech
given  at  the  college.  This  format  is
deceptively simple. By distilling complex
political,  philosophical,  and  economic
arguments  into  a  well-crafted,  spoken-
word  format,  Imprimis  offers  a  reading
experience  that  is  both  intellectually
demanding and remarkably accessible.

The Content:

Themes and
Thinkers
The  roster  of  speakers  whose  words
have graced the pages of Imprimis reads
like  a  who's  who  of  conservative  and
libertarian thought, as well  as a cross-
section  of  leading  figures  from  other
disciplines.  The  content  consistently
revolves  around  several  key  themes,
making  A  Publication  Of  Hillsdale
College  Imprimis  a  predictable  yet
always  insightful  source  of  principled
argumentation.

DEFENDING THE AMERICAN
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FOUNDING

A  central  pillar  of  the  publication's
content is the defense of the American
Founding  and  the  principles  of  the
Declaration  of  Independence.  Articles
frequently explore the true meaning of
equality,  natural  rights,  and  limited
government.  Speakers  draw  on  the
writings  of  the  Founders—Madison,
Hamilton,  Jefferson,  and  Washington—to
argue  against  modern  interpretations
that  seek  to  distort  or  abandon  the
original constitutional framework. This is
not  merely  historical  recitation;  it  is  a
vibrant, ongoing debate about how 18th-
century principles apply to 21st-century
challenges.

CHAMPIONING FREE MARKETS AND
ECONOMIC FREEDOM

Imprimis  consistently  champions  free-
market  economics.  Distinguished
economists  and  historians  regularly
contr ibute  art ic les  that  defend
capitalism,  explore  the  dangers  of
government  intervention,  and highlight
the  moral  and  practical  superiority  of
economic  freedom.  These pieces  often
push back against collectivist ideologies,
socialism,  and  the  ever-expanding
administrative  state.  The  argument  is
not solely utilitarian; it is deeply moral,
rooted  in  the  idea  that  economic
freedom is essential for individual liberty
and human flourishing.
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PRESERVING THE WESTERN
TRADITION

Hillsdale  College  is  unapologetically
dedicated  to  the  Western  tradition.
Consequently,  A  Publication  Of
Hillsdale College Imprimis frequently
features  articles  on  the  Great  Books,
classical  philosophy,  and  the  role  of
virtue  in  a  free  society.  Contributors
discuss  the  works  of  Plato,  Aristotle,
Shakespeare,  and  other  foundational
thinkers, arguing that the wisdom of the
past  is  not  obsolete  but  is,  in  fact,  a
necessary antidote to the relativism and
nihilism of the modern age. This focus on
the "permanent things" provides a deep,
philosophical  counterpoint  to  the more
immediate political commentary.

CRITIQUING MODERN EDUCATION

Given its  origin  at  a  small  liberal  arts
college,  Imprimis  has  a  particular
interest in the state of American higher
education. Numerous articles dissect the
failures  of  the  modern  university:  the
rise  of  identity  politics,  the  erosion  of
free speech on campus, the politicization
of curricula, and the staggering costs of
tuition.  These pieces  often serve as  a
powerful defense of the classical liberal
arts model that Hillsdale itself practices,
offering a vision of what education could
and should be.

The Style: Clarity
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and Conviction
One  of  the  defining  characteristics  of  A
Publication  Of  Hillsdale  College
Imprimis is its distinctive writing style.
Because  the  art ic les  are  edited
transcripts of speeches, they retain the
cadence, clarity, and persuasive force of
the  spoken  word.  This  makes  for  a
reading  experience  that  is  direct  and
engaging. There is little academic jargon
or  opaque  theorizing.  Instead,  the
arguments  are  presented  w i th
conviction, supported by evidence, and
driven by a clear thesis.
The  publication  is  also  known  for  its
civility.  While  the viewpoints  are often
sharply critical of progressive orthodoxy,
the  tone  is  typically  measured  and

intellectual.  The  goal  is  to  persuade
through reason and historical evidence,
not  through  ad  hominem  attacks  or
emot iona l  man ipu la t i on .  Th i s
commitment  to  a  high  standard  of
discourse is a key reason why Imprimis
has gained respect across the political
spectrum,  even  among  those  who
disagree  with  its  core  principles.

Why Imprimis
Matters in the
Digital Age
In an era of blogs, 280-character tweets,
and  24-hour  news  cycles,  a  monthly
print  publication  might  seem  like  an



8

8 A Publication Of Hillsdale College Imprimis 2023-12-05

anachronism. Yet, the continued growth
and  influence  of  A  Publication  Of
Hillsdale  College  Imprimis  proves
otherwise.  In  several  ways,  the
publication is more relevant than ever.

A Cure for Information
Overload: Imprimis offers a
single, substantial article of lasting
significance. It is a respite from the
torrent of superficial information
that characterizes the modern
digital landscape. Readers receive
one well-argued essay per month,
encouraging thoughtful reflection
rather than rapid, reactive
consumption.
An Antidote to Echo Chambers:
While the publication is clearly
aligned with conservative

principles, it does not simply
reinforce partisan talking points. It
delves into the philosophical roots
of those principles, equipping
readers with a coherent worldview
that can stand up to scrutiny. It is
a publication for thinkers, not just
for curators of political grievances.
A Bridge to a Classical
Education: For many Americans,
a formal liberal arts education is
inaccessible or unaffordable.
Imprimis serves as a free, lifelong
continuing education program. It
offers an introduction to the Great
Books, the Founders, and the
tradition of Western thought,
democratizing access to high-level
intellectual discourse.
Grassroots Influence: The power
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of Imprimis is not in elite media
chatter but in its vast, engaged
readership. Millions of people
receive it, read it, and share it. It
has become a primary source of
intellectual ammunition for
activists, school board members,
pastors, and ordinary citizens who
are defending liberty and tradition
in their local communities.

The Mission
Behind the
Words
To  truly  grasp  the  significance  of  A
Publication  Of  Hillsdale  College

Imprimis, one must remember that it is
not merely a magazine; it is an arm of a
larger  educational  mission.  Hillsdale
College’s  fundamental  purpose  is  to
cultivate  virtue  and  wisdom  in  its
students and the wider public. Imprimis
is  the  most  visible  expression  of  that
public  mission.  Every  article  is  an
exercise  in  what  the  college  calls
"learning for freedom." The goal is not
just to inform but to transform, to form
the minds and character of readers so
that they might become better citizens,
better  stewards  of  liberty,  and  better
defenders of the American republic.
The  selection  of  content  reflects  this
formative  aim.  You  will  not  find
headlines designed to provoke outrage
or articles tailored to a particular news
cycle. Instead, the content is chosen for
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its  enduring  value.  A  speech  on  the
moral  foundations  of  capitalism  from
1995 is just as relevant today. An essay
on  the  Constitution  from  1980  still
speaks  to  current  debates.  This
timelessness  is  a  direct  result  of  the
publication's  focus  on  first
principles—the truths that are supposed
to be self-evident.

A Lasting Legacy
For over five decades, A Publication Of
Hillsdale College Imprimis has stood
as a singular voice in American culture.
I t  has  successfu l ly  marr ied  the
intellectual seriousness of the academy
with  the  accessibi l ity  of  popular
journalism, all while remaining faithful to
its founding principles. It has introduced

mi l l ions  to  the  ideas  of  l imi ted
government,  free  markets,  and  the
Western heritage. In a culture that often
feels  adrift,  Imprimis  offers  a  coherent,
principled, and hopeful vision of what it
means to be a free people.
Its success is a powerful reminder that
there is a deep hunger in the American
public for serious, principled, and well-
argued ideas. People do not simply want
news; they want understanding. They do
not  merely  want  opinion;  they  want
wisdom.  Imprimis  has  filled  that  void
with  remarkable  consistency,  proving
that  a  small  college's  publication  can
have an outsized impact on the national
conversation.  It  remains  an  essential
resource  for  anyone  seeking  to
understand  the  ideas  that  continue  to
shape  the  battle  for  the  soul  of  the
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American republic.

CONCLUSION: MORE THAN A
NEWSLETTER

In  summary,  A  Publ icat ion  Of
Hillsdale College Imprimis is far more
than a  simple  newsletter  or  a  passive
collection of speeches. It is a sustained,
principled intervention in the intellectual
life of the nation. It is a testament to the
power of a clear mission, a commitment

to independence, and a deep faith in the
power  of  ideas  to  change  minds  and
shape history. For those who seek to be
informed,  to be challenged,  and to be
fortified in their  understanding of  liberty
and  the  tradition  that  sustains  it,
Imprimis  remains  an  invaluable  and
indispensable  guide.  Its  pages  offer  not
just  arguments,  but an education—one
that  continues  to  reach  millions  of
homes and hearts, one issue, one idea,
and one reader at a time.


