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UNDERSTANDING

THE EDTPA: A
PRACTICAL GUIDE
TO LESSON PLAN
EXAMPLES

For teacher candidates
across the United
States, the edTPA
(Educative Teacher
Performance

Assessment)

represents one of the
most significant
hurdles in the journey
to becoming a certified
educator. It is a
rigorous, subject-
specific portfolio-based
assessment that
requires candidates to
demonstrate their

ability to plan, instruct,
and assess student

learning effectively.
While the entire
process can feel

overwhelming, the
foundation of a
successful edTPA
portfolio rests squarely
on the quality of your
lesson plans. This is
where exploring well-
constructed edtpa
lesson plan
examples becomes
invaluable. These
examples serve not as
templates to be copied,
but as models that
illuminate the depth of
detail, alignment, and
rationale required to
meet the high
standards of the


https://turn-nyc-edge-vdmdp.louper.io/
https://turn-nyc-edge-vdmdp.louper.io/

assessment. This
article will break down
the critical components
of an edTPA lesson
plan, provide concrete
examples across
different subject areas,
and offer practical
strategies for
developing your own
plans that are both
authentic and
analytically rigorous.
By the end, you will
have a <clearer
roadmap for crafting
lesson plans that not
only  fulfill edTPA
requirements but also
make you a more
thoughtful and
effective educator.

WHAT MAKES AN
EDTPA LESSON
PLAN DIFFERENT?

Standard lesson plans
often focus on the
"what" and "how" of
instruction—what
students will learn and
what activities they will

do. An edTPA lesson
plan goes several steps
deeper. It demands a
transparent and
evidence-based

rationale for every
instructional decision
you make. The central
task is to connect your
planning directly to

three core
components: your
students' prior

knowledge and assets,
the central focus of the
learning segment, and
the academic language
demands of your
content. When you
review edtpa lesson
plan examples, you
will notice a consistent
emphasis on this
analytical backbone.
Each activity is justified
by how it builds on
what students already
know, how it moves
them toward the
central learning goal,
and how it supports
their use of the specific
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language needed to
participate in the
lesson. This level of
intentionality is what
distinguishes a
standard lesson plan
from one that is
designed for edTPA
success.

Key
Structural
Compone
nts to
Include

While  the  specific
format can vary by
institution or program,
strong edtpa lesson
plan examples
consistently include
the following elements.
First, a clear and
concise central focus
that states the
overarching

understanding or skill
students will develop
across the learning
segment. Second,
specific learning
objectives that are
measurable and
aligned to both state
standards and the
central focus. Third, a
detailed section on
academic language,
identifying the key
vocabulary (function,
vocabulary, and
discourse or syntax)
that students will need
to use. Fourth, a step-
by-step instructional
procedure that
includes a clear
opening, main
activities with time
allocations, and a
closing. Fifth, a variety
of assessments (both
formative and
summative) that
directly measure the
stated learning
objectives. Finally, and
most critically, each of



these sections should
be accompanied by
instructional
rationales—brief
explanations of why
you chose a particular
strategy, grouping
structure, or material,
tied to learning theory,
student needs, or
research-based
practices.

AN EXAMPLE IN
ELEMENTARY
LITERACY

To make these ideas
concrete, let's examine
a sample plan for a
first-grade literacy
lesson. The central
focus of the learning
segment might be:
"Students will identify
key details in a
narrative text to
determine the central
message or lesson." A
strong lesson plan
example within this
segment would begin
with a learning

objective such as:
"Given a familiar read-
aloud text, students
will identify two key
details from the story
and use them to state
the central message
with at least 80%
accuracy on a graphic
organizer." Notice how
specific and
measurable this is. The
plan would then detail
the academic
language demands,
identifying the
language function
(identify, determine),
key vocabulary
(details, central
message, key events),
and syntax (sentence
starters like "One key
detail is..." or "The
central message is...
because...").

In the instructional
procedure, the
teacher might begin
with a brief review of
the concept of a
"detail" using a familiar
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story. The main activity
could involve a guided
reading of a new text,
where the teacher
stops at predetermined
points to model "think-
alouds” about
important details.
Students would then
work in pairs to
complete a two-column
graphic organizer
listing key details and
the inferred central
message. The lesson
would close with
several students
sharing their findings.
Crucially, the plan
would include a
rationale for each
step. For example, the
teacher might explain
that partner work is
used to support oral
language development
and provide a low-
stakes environment for
practicing academic
language. The graphic
organizer would be
justified as a scaffold

that helps young
learners explicitly
connect details to a
larger idea. This level
of detail and
justification is what
examiners look for in
top-tier edtpa lesson
plan examples.

AN EXAMPLE IN
SECONDARY
MATHEMATICS

Now, consider a
different subject: a
high school algebra
lesson. The central
focus could be
"Students will solve
systems of linear
equations graphically
and interpret the
solution in context." A
sample learning
objective might be:
"Given a real-world
problem, students will
graph a system of two
linear equations,
identify the
intersection point, and
write a sentence



interpreting the
solution within the
context of the
problem." The
academic language
section would highlight
the language function
(solve, interpret), key
vocabulary (system of
equations, intersection,
solution, slope, x-
intercept), and the
syntax of written
explanations (e.g.,
"The solution is (X, y),
which means that...").

The procedure for this
plan might begin with a
hook: a brief video
showing two delivery
drivers with different
routes and asking
when they might meet.
The main activity
would be a carefully
structured discovery
task where students
work in small groups to
graph two pre-printed
equations on a single
coordinate plane, using
colored pencils for

clarity. The teacher
would circulate, asking
probing questions
about the meaning of
the intersection point.
The lesson would
conclude with a class
discussion synthesizing
the graphical process
and a quick exit ticket
where students graph
a simple system and
write one sentence
about the solution. The
rationale would
explain why the
discovery approach is
used (fostering
conceptual

understanding rather
than procedural
mimicry), why colored
pencils are provided
(to support visual
learning and clarity),
and how the exit ticket
data will inform the
next day's instruction.
Studying edtpa
lesson plan
examples like this
reveals the importance
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of creating a coherent
narrative from
objective to closing
assessment.

AN EXAMPLE IN
MIDDLE SCHOOL
ENGLISH
LANGUAGE ARTS

For a middle school
ELA class, the central
focus might be:
"Students will analyze
how an author
develops a character's
point of view through
dialogue and actions."
A detailed learning
objective could be:
"After reading a short
passage from a shared
text, students will
identify two specific
lines of dialogue and
two actions that reveal
the character's point of
view, and will write a

short paragraph
explaining the
connection, using

textual evidence." The
academic language

demands here include
the language function
(analyze), key
vocabulary (point of
view, perspective,
dialogue, actions,
textual evidence,
infer), and the
discourse structure of
an analytical
paragraph.

This lesson plan might
begin with a mini-
lesson contrasting
point of view with
perspective, using a
short, engaging video
clip. The teacher would
then model the
analysis process with a
think-aloud, showing
how to highlight
dialogue and actions in
a text and annotate
the inferences they
support. Students
would then practice
this process in pairs
with a short passage
from the class novel.
The lesson would
culminate in an



independent writing
activity where students
compose the analytical
paragraph described in
the objective. The
plan's rationale would
justify the use of
modeling (direct
demonstration of a
complex cognitive
skill), partner work
(scaffolding before
independent practice),
and the paragraph
frame (supporting
students who struggle
with writing structure).
When you look at
edtpa lesson plan
examples across
subjects, the common
thread is this
meticulous link
between strategy,
student need, and
learning theory.

COMMON PITFALLS
TO AVOID IN YOUR
PLANNING

Even with strong
edtpa lesson plan

examples as a guide,
many candidates make
similar mistakes. The
most common pitfall is
a lack of alignment.
This occurs when the
learning objective does
not directly match the
central focus, the
assessment does not
actually measure the
objective, or the
instructional activities
do not logically build
toward the stated goal.
Every piece of your
plan must work
together as a coherent
system. A second
major issue is vague
academic language.
Simply listing
vocabulary words is
insufficient. You must

identify the specific
language function
(e.g., "compare,"

"predict," "justify") and
the discourse or syntax
structure students will
use (e.g., "Students
will use comparative
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language such as
‘greater than' and 'less
than' in their written
conclusions"). A third
pitfall is providing
generic rationales.
Saying "l will use group
work because it
encourages
collaboration" is too
superficial. A strong
rationale is specific: "I
will use structured pair
work for this activity
because my students
have demonstrated a
need for oral rehearsal
before writing. This
strategy, supported by
Vygotsky's concept of
the Zone of Proximal
Development, allows
students to co-
construct meaning
before independent
application." Depth and
specificity are key.

HOW TO USE
EXEMPLARS
EFFECTIVELY

Finding and studying

edtpa lesson plan
examples is a
powerful strategy, but
it must be done
thoughtfully. Avoid the
temptation to copy or
closely paraphrase an
exemplar. Examiners
are trained to identify
patterns and lack of
originality. Instead, use
examples to
understand the
expected level of detail
and the type of
analytical language
required. Pay attention
to how successful plans
structure their
rationales and how
they show alignment
across the learning
segment. Compare
several examples to
see how different
approaches can all
meet the same
standards. Discuss
these examples with
peers or a mentor to
deepen your
understanding.



Ultimately, your lesson
plans must be your
own, rooted in your
specific teaching
context, your actual
students, and the
particular central focus
you are developing.
The goal is not to
replicate an exemplar
but to internalize its
principles of clarity,
alignment, and
evidence-based

reasoning.
CONCLUSION

The edTPA is a
challenging but

profoundly educational
assessment. It pushes
you to think like a

reflective, data-driven
professional from the
very first day of

student teaching. By
studying and
deconstructing

thoughtfully crafted
edtpa lesson plan
examples, you can
demystify the planning
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process and build the
analytical skills that
will serve you
throughout vyour
career. Remember that
a great lesson plan for
edTPA is not just a list
of activities; it is a
persuasive argument
for why those activities
will help your students
learn. Focus on
alignment, be specific
about your academic
language demands,
and never
underestimate the
power of a well-
reasoned rationale.
When you approach
your planning with this
level of intention and
clarity, you are not just
submitting a portfolio
for evaluation—you are
building the foundation
for your future as a
skilled, responsive, and
effective educator.
Take your time, use
the resources available
to you, and trust in the
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process. Your students ones who benefit most
will ultimately be the from this thoughtful
preparation.
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