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THE ENDURING
LEGACY OF THE
OLD TOWN CANOE
GUIDE 147: A
COMPLETE
RESOURCE

For over a century, the
name  Old  Town  has
been synonymous with
quality,  tradition,  and
t h e  p u r e  j o y  o f
paddling.  While  the
company has produced
c o u n t l e s s  i c o n i c
models,  few  hold  a
place in the hearts  of
outdoor  enthusiasts
qu i te  l ike  the  Old
Town  Canoe  Guide
147. This vessel is not
mere ly  a  p iece  o f

equ ipment ;  i t  i s  a
passport to adventure,
a silent companion on
misty  morning  lakes,
and a  reliable  partner
on  winding  rivers.  For
those seeking a blend
of  timeless  design,
robust  construction,
a n d  e x c e p t i o n a l
versatility,  the  Guide
147 represents a gold
s t a n d a r d  i n
recreational  canoeing.
Whether  you  are  a
seasoned  paddler
looking  to  relive  fond
memories  or  a  novice
eager to dip a paddle
for  the  first  time,
understanding  what
makes  this  canoe  a
legend  is  the  first  step
in a lifelong journey on
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the water.

WHAT EXACTLY IS
THE OLD TOWN
CANOE GUIDE 147?

The  designation  "147"
tells you a foundational
s to ry :  th i s  canoe
measures 14 feet  and
7 inches in length. This
dimension  was  not
chosen  at  random.  It
hits  a  sweet  spot  in
canoe  design,  offering
a  remarkable  balance
b e t w e e n
maneuverability  and
straight-line  tracking.
The  Old  Town  Canoe
Guide 147 is a general-
purpose,  recreational
canoe  designed  for
maximum stability and
user-friendliness.  It  is
the  quintessential
family  canoe,  perfect
for  weekend  outings,
fishing  trips,  and
gentle  exploration.

A
Heritage
of
Craftsma
nship
To  apprec iate  the
Guide  147,  one  must
appreciate  its  maker.
Founded in 1898 in Old
Town,  Maine,  the  Old
Town Canoe Company
built  its  reputation  on
handcrafted wood-and-
canvas  canoes.  While
modern materials have
evolved,  the  spirit  of
t h a t  m e t i c u l o u s
craftsmanship  remains
embedded  in  every
boat they produce. The
Guide 147 stands as a
tribute to this heritage,
built  with  the  same
attention  to  balance,
h u l l  s h a p e ,  a n d
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durability  that  made
the  original  wooden
canoes so revered. It is
a  canoe  born  from  a
c e n t u r y  o f
understanding  how
water  interacts  with a
hull.

KEY
SPECIFICATIONS
AND FEATURES OF
THE GUIDE 147

Let us break down the
specific  attributes  that
define  the  Old  Town
Canoe  Guide  147.
Understanding  these
details  will  help  you
see  exactly  why  this
model has remained a
bestseller for decades.

Length
and Hull
Design
At 14 feet 7 inches, the
Guide 147 is  compact

e n o u g h  t o  b e
manageab le  fo r  a
single  paddler  in  a
pinch, yet long enough
t o  c o m f o r t a b l y
accommodate  two
adults and a child or a
significant  amount  of
gear. The hull features
a  classic,  moderately
shallow-arch  design.
This  is  not  a  flat
b o t t o m  ( w h i c h  i s
extremely  stable  but
can be sluggish) nor a
deep-V  (which  tracks
well but is less stable).
The  sha l l ow  a r ch
provides  a  fantastic
compromise:  excellent
primary  stability  for
getting  in  and  out  of
the  canoe,  combined
w i t h  s e c o n d a r y
stability  that  inspires
confidence  when  the
water  gets  choppy.
This  hull  shape allows
the  canoe  to  g l ide
efficiently  while
remaining forgiving for
less  exper ienced
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paddlers.

Materials
and
Construct
ion:
Royalex
and
Polyethyl
ene
The Guide 147 is most
famously  known  for
being built in Royalex.
Royalex  is  a  laminate
material composed of a
foam core sandwiched
between layers of vinyl
and ABS plastic. It was
a  miracle  material  for
canoeing—light enough
to  portage,  incredibly
tough,  and possessing

a  " m e m o r y "  t h a t
allowed it to pop back
into shape after hitting
a rock. While Old Town
has  transitioned  to
o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s
( p r i m a r i l y  t h e i r
proprietary Plylon and
m u l t i - l a y e r
polyethylene)  since
R o y a l e x  w a s
discont inued,  the
legacy  of  the  Royalex
G u i d e  1 4 7  i s
legendary.  Modern
versions  use  high-
density  polyethylene,
which  is  incredibly
durable,  UV-resistant,
and puncture-resistant.
This  material  makes
the Guide 147 virtually
i ndes t ruc t i b l e  i n
normal  recreational
use.

Weight
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and
Capacity
Depending  on  the
material  generation,  a
Guide  147  weighs
approximately 65 to 75
p o u n d s .  T h i s  i s  a
manageable weight for
two people to lift onto
a  car  roof  or  carry  a
short  distance  to  the
water. The canoe has a
generous  maximum
capacity,  typically
rated for around 600 to
700  pounds .  Th i s
means  you  can  easily
carry  two  adults,  a
cooler,  fishing  gear,
a n d  c a m p i n g
equipment  without
w o r r y i n g  a b o u t
s w a m p i n g  t h e
gunwales. The depth of
the hull, usually around
13.5  inches,  provides
good freeboard to keep
y o u  d r y  i n  m i l d
conditions.

PERFORMANCE ON
THE WATER:
WHERE THE GUIDE
147 SHINES

The  true  test  of  any
c a n o e  i s  n o t  i n  a
showroom  but  on  the
water.  The Old Town
Canoe  Guide  147
delivers  a  paddling
experience that is best
d e s c r i b e d  a s
r e a s s u r i n g  a n d
versati le.

Exception
al
Stability
for All
Skill
Levels
Stability is the hallmark
of  th is  canoe.  The
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generous beam (width)
of  roughly  37  inches
provides a very stable
platform. This makes it
an  outstanding  choice
for  families.  Parents
can  feel  confident
letting  children  shift
posit ions.  Anglers
appreciate  the  ability
to  stand  up  carefully
(with practice)  to cast
a  line  or  fight  a  fish.
Photographers  can
maneuver  to  get  that
perfect shot without a
c o n s t a n t  f e a r  o f
tipping.  It  is  a  canoe
t h a t  e n c o u r a g e s
relaxation  rather  than
tension.

Maneuver
ability in
Tight

Spots
While not a whitewater
playboat,  the  14-foot,
7-inch  length  makes
t h e  G u i d e  1 4 7
surprisingly  nimble.  It
r e s p o n d s  w e l l  t o
paddle strokes and can
t u r n  r e a s o n a b l y
quickly.  This  makes  it
ideal  for  meandering
c r e e k s ,  n a r r o w
channels  in  marshes,
and  lake  shorelines
dotted  with  fa l len
trees.  You  wi l l  not
struggle  to  navigate
tight  corners  or  avoid
submerged  obstacles
the way you would on
a  l onger ,  17 - foo t
touring  canoe.

Tracking
Straight
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with
Minimal

Effort
For  a  canoe  o f  i t s
length,  the Guide 147
tracks  quite  well.  The
shallow-arch  hull  and
subtle keel help it hold
a  c o u r s e  w i t h o u t
constant  corrective
strokes from the stern
paddler. This makes it
less  tiring  on  longer
paddles  across  open
lakes.  While  a  stiff
crosswind  will  require
attention,  the  canoe
does  no t  sp in  ou t
excess ive ly .  Th is
balance of tracking and
turning  is  why  it  is
c o n s i d e r e d  a
recreational all-rounder
r a t h e r  t h a n  a
specialist.

IDEAL USES FOR
THE OLD TOWN
CANOE GUIDE 147

Given  its  design,  the
Guide 147 is not a one-
trick pony. It excels in
s e v e r a l  c o m m o n
paddling  scenarios,
making  it  a  fantastic
"quiver  of  one"  for
many  households.

Family Day
Trips: This is
arguably its
primary purpose.
Load up the kids,
a picnic lunch,
and a dog. The
stability and
capacity make
for a stress-free
day on the water.
Flatwater
Fishing: The
stable platform is
a dream for
anglers. You can
mount a seat,
bring a tackle
box, and spend
hours working a
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shoreline for
bass or trout.
Mild River
Running: For
Class I and very
gentle Class II
rivers, the Guide
147 is perfectly
capable. Its
durable
construction
shrugs off minor
bumps and
scrapes.
Wildlife
Viewing and
Photography:
The quiet, stable
nature of the
canoe allows you
to stalk birds,
turtles, and other
wildlife along the
edges of lakes
and rivers.
Beginner
Paddling
Lessons: Many
instructors and
camps use the
Guide 147
because it builds

confidence in
new paddlers
immediately.

COMPARING THE
GUIDE 147 TO
OTHER OLD TOWN
MODELS

To fully understand the
Old  Town  Canoe
Guide 147, it helps to
see where  it  fits  in  the
broader  O ld  Town
lineup. This canoe sits
between  smaller,  less
stable  models  and
larger  expedi t ion
vessels.

Old Town
Guide
147 vs.
Old Town
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Discovery
158
The Discovery 158 is
a  l a rge r ,  heav ie r
cousin.  At  15  feet  8
inches,  it  offers  more
capacity  and  better
t r ack ing  f o r  l ong
straight  lines,  but  at
the  cost  of  increased
weight  (often  over  80
l b s )  a n d  r e d u c e d
maneuverability.  The
Guide  147  is  more
playful  and  easier  to
manage  for  a  single
person loading it  onto
a  v e h i c l e .  I f  y o u
pr io r i t i ze  ease  o f
handling  and  tight-
quarters  performance,
choose the 147. If you
need  to  carry  three
adults or mountains of
gear  for  a  week-long
trip, the 158 is a better
choice.

Old Town
Guide
147 vs.
Old Town
Penobsco
t 164
The Penobscot 164 is
a true touring canoe. It
is  longer,  narrower,
and  des i gned  f o r
efficiency  on  large
lakes  and  multi-day
expeditions. It requires
more  skill  to  paddle
and is less stable than
the  Guide  147.  The
Guide 147 is the better
family and recreational
b o a t ,  w h i l e  t h e
P e n o b s c o t  i s  f o r
paddlers who prioritize
speed  and  distance
over rock-solid stability
and casual comfort.
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MAINTAINING
YOUR OLD TOWN
CANOE GUIDE 147

One  of  the  greatest
strengths of the Guide
147  is  i ts  min imal
m a i n t e n a n c e
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  i t s
polyethylene  form.
However,  a  little  care
goes  a  long  way  in
extending its l i fe.

Storage: Store1.
the canoe out of
direct sunlight
when not in use.
UV rays are the
enemy of
polyethylene and
Royalex. A
garage, shed, or
a quality UV-
proof cover is
ideal. Store it
upside down on
saddles to
prevent hull
distortion.
Cleaning:2.
Simply hose it

down after a trip,
especially if you
have been in
saltwater or
muddy water.
For stubborn
stains, use a mild
soap and a soft
brush. Avoid
harsh chemicals
or abrasive
scrubbers.
Gunwale Care:3.
The aluminum or
vinyl gunwales
are tough but
can be checked
periodically for
loose screws.
Tighten them to
keep the hull
rigid.
Seats and4.
Yokes: The cane
or webbed seats
may eventually
sag. They are
easily
replaceable with
aftermarket kits
if needed.
Repairs: For5.
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polyethylene
canoes, deep
gouges can be
filled with a
plastic welder or
epoxy designed
for polyethylene.
For minor
scratches, a heat
gun can
sometimes be
used to smooth
the surface (use
extreme care).
Royalex can be
more complex to
repair but is also
exceptionally
impact-resistant.

WHY THE GUIDE
147 REMAINS A
LEGEND

In  an  age  of  hyper-
specialized  gear,  the
Old  Town  Canoe
Guide 147 stands as a
testament to the value
of  a  well-executed
generalist. It is not the
fastest  canoe,  nor the
lightest,  nor  the  most

agile. But it is arguably
the most versatile and
confidence-inspiring
recreational  canoe
ever mass-produced. It
r e p r e s e n t s  a
philosophy  that  time
on the water does not
n e e d  t o  b e
complicated. It is about
the  simple  pleasures:
the  rhythm  o f  the
paddle,  the  reflection
of  trees  in  the  glassy
water,  and  the  quiet
laughter of family and
friends.
T h e  G u i d e  1 4 7
removes  barriers.  Its
stability calms nervous
paddlers.  Its  durability
f r e e s  y o u  f r o m
worrying  about  every
submerged  log.  Its
manageab le  s i ze
simplifies
transportation  and
storage.  It  is  a  canoe
designed  for  making
memories,  not  setting
speed  records.  This
user-centric  design
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philosophy has created
a  loyal  following  that
spans  generations.  A
Guide  147  purchased
today will likely still be
on the water, serving a
new  family,  decades
from  now.

CONCLUSION: IS
THE OLD TOWN
CANOE GUIDE 147
RIGHT FOR YOU?

If  you  are  seeking  a
stable,  durable,  and
versatile  canoe  for
weekend  adventures,
fishing trips, and family
o u t i n g s  o n  c a l m
waters, the Old Town
Canoe  Guide  147  is

an exceptional  choice.
I t  i s  a  c r a f t  t h a t
prior it izes  safety,
comfort,  and  ease  of
use  above  al l  else.
While it may not be the
optimal  tool  for  solo
whitewater  or  elite-
level touring, it  excels
in the scenarios where
90% of paddlers spend
90% of their time. It is
an investment in fun, a
ticket to the outdoors,
and a piece of paddling
history  that  continues
to write new chapters.
Owning a Guide 147 is
not just about buying a
boat; it is about joining
a community


