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Kangaroo Island, often
referred to as
Australia's Galapagos,
is a pristine wilderness
sanctuary off the coast
of South Australia. With
its dramatic coastlines,
abundant wildlife, and
untouched landscapes,
it is a dream
destination for nature
lovers and adventurers
alike. However, before
you can witness the
sea lions basking on
the shore or hike
through the rugged

Flinders Chase National
Park, you need to
answer one essential
question: how to get to
Kangaroo Island.
Understanding the
various travel options
is the first step in
planning a seamless
journey to this
remarkable island.
Whether you are
travelling from
Adelaide, interstate, or
internationally, there
are several reliable and
scenic ways to reach
your destination. This
guide will walk you
through every option,
ensuring you choose
the best route for your
budget, schedule, and
sense of adventure.
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WHY KANGAROO
ISLAND IS WORTH
THE JOURNEY

Before diving into the
logistics, it is worth
understanding what
makes the journey so
rewarding. Kangaroo
Island is Australia’s
third-largest island,
covering over 4,400
square kilometres. It is

home to an
extraordinary array of
native wildlife,

including kangaroos,
koalas, echidnas, sea
lions, and a vast
diversity of bird
species. The island also
boasts world-class food
and wine, with local
producers offering
everything from honey
and cheese to spirits
and seafood. The
landscape is equally
diverse, ranging from
white sandy beaches
and towering limestone
cliffs to dense

eucalyptus forests and
rolling farmland. Given
this wealth of
attractions, figuring out
how to get to Kangaroo
Island is an exercise in
anticipation: every
route offers a different
taste of what awaits
you.

GETTING TO
KANGAROO
ISLAND BY FERRY

For most visitors, the
most popular and cost-
effective answer to
how to get to Kangaroo
Island is by taking a
ferry. Sealink Travel
Group operates a
dedicated vehicle and
passenger ferry service
that runs between
Cape Jervis on the
Fleurieu Peninsula and
Penneshaw on
Kangaroo Island. This is
a tried-and-tested
method that offers
flexibility, scenic views,
and the convenience of
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taking vyour
vehicle.

The
Sealink
Ferry
Experienc
e

The ferry crossing
takes approximately 45
minutes, making it a
relatively short and
pleasant journey.
During the crossing,
you can enjoy
panoramic views of the
coastline and the
surrounding waters,
which are often
frequented by dolphins
and seabirds. The
ferries are modern,
comfortable, and
equipped with
amenities such as a
café, restrooms, and

own

both indoor and
outdoor seating areas.
If you are prone to
seasickness, the
crossing is generally
smooth, though the
Southern Ocean can be
a little lively on windy
days. It is advisable to
book your tickets in
advance, especially
during peak seasons
such as summer and
school holidays, as
spaces fill up quickly.

How to
Get to
the Ferry
Terminal
at Cape
Jervis

To use the ferry, you
first need to reach



Cape Jervis, which is
about a 90-minute

drive south of
Adelaide. If you are
flying into Adelaide

Airport, you can rent a
car from one of the
major providers
located at the terminal.
The drive to Cape
Jervis takes you
through the scenic
Fleurieu Peninsula,
passing through
charming towns like
Victor Harbor and
many vineyards.
Alternatively, Sealink
offers coach transfer
services that connect
directly with the ferry
departure times. This is
a convenient option if
you prefer not to drive
or if you are arriving by
air without a rental car.
The coach departs
from the Adelaide
Central Bus Station and
drops you right at the
ferry terminal, making
the question of how to

get to Kangaroo Island
via public transport
straightforward and
hassle-free.

Taking
Your
Vehicle to
Kangaroo
Island

One of the biggest
advantages of the ferry
is the ability to bring
your own car,
campervan, or even a
motorcycle. Having
your own vehicle on
the island gives you
complete freedom to
explore at your own
pace. Kangaroo Island
is large, and public
transport is limited, so
a car is almost
essential if you want to
see the main
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attractions such as
Remarkable Rocks,
Admirals Arch, and the
various national parks.
Ferry fares are
calculated based on
the size of your vehicle
and the number of
passengers, so be sure
to check the Sealink
website for accurate
pricing. Booking a
return trip is usually a
good idea to secure
the same vehicle space
for your departure.

GETTING TO
KANGAROO
ISLAND BY AIR

If you are pressed for
time or prefer to avoid
the sea, flying is an
excellent alternative
when considering how
to get to Kangaroo
Island. Regular flights
operate from Adelaide
Airport to Kingscote
Airport, the island's
primary airfield. This
option is faster, with a

flight time of just about
30 minutes, and offers
stunning aerial views
of the coastline and
the island itself.

Airlines
Serving
Kangaroo
Island

Regional Express
Airlines, commonly
known as Rex, offers
scheduled flights to
Kingscote from
Adelaide. These flights
depart multiple times a
day, making it easy to
find a schedule that
suits your itinerary.
Qantas also operates
flights to Kangaroo
Island, particularly
during peak travel
seasons. It is worth
comparing prices and
flight times, as



availability can vary
depending on the time
of year. If you are

travelling from
interstate, you can
connect through

Adelaide, which serves
as the main hub for
flights to the island.

Arriving
at
Kingscote
Airport

Kingscote Airport is
small but functional,
located about 13
kilometres from the
main town of
Kingscote. Upon
arrival, you can rent a
car from one of the
several reputable
agencies that operate
at the airport, including
Budget, Hertz, and
Europcar. Pre-booking

your rental car is highly
recommended,
especially during busy
periods, as demand
can outstrip supply.
The airport also offers
a shuttle service to
Kingscote town centre
and other
accommodation
options, but having
your own car remains
the most  flexible
option for exploring the
island.

Private
and
Charter
Flights

For those seeking a
more bespoke
experience, private
and charter flights are
also available. Several
companies offer scenic
flights from Adelaide or
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other regional airstrips
directly to Kangaroo
Island. This option is
ideal for small groups
or families who want a
personalised travel
experience. While
more expensive than
commercial flights or
the ferry, charters offer
unmatched flexibility
and often include the
possibility of landing at
smaller airstrips closer
to your final
destination on the
island. When
researching how to get
to Kangaroo Island in
style, charter services
are worth considering
if your budget allows.

COMPARING THE
OPTIONS: FERRY
VS. FLIGHT

Choosing between the
ferry and flying
depends on several
factors. The ferry is
generally more
affordable, especially if

you are travelling with
a vehicle or a larger
group. It also offers the
scenic pleasure of
crossing the ocean and
the convenience of
having your car on the
island. On the other
hand, flying is
significantly faster and
can be more
convenient if you are
short on time.
However, once you
land, you will need to
arrange for a rental car
or other transport. For
solo travellers or
couples without a
vehicle, flying can be a
very efficient way to
reach the island.
Ultimately, the best
answer to how to get
to Kangaroo Island is
the one that aligns with
your priorities: budget,
time, and travel style.

GETTING TO
KANGAROO



ADELAIDE
WITHOUT A CAR

If you do not have
access to a car in
Adelaide, you still have
several reliable options
for reaching Kangaroo
Island. As mentioned,
Sealink offers a coach
transfer that connects
with the ferry. This is a
seamless option that
takes care of the land
leg of the journey.
Alternatively, you can
book a tour package
that includes transport
from Adelaide to
Kangaroo Island and
back. Many tour
operators offer multi-
day tours that cover
the island's highlights,
including all transport,
accommodation, and
guided activities. This
is a stress-free way to
experience the island
without worrying about
logistics. When

planning hdSLANBt FEROM

Kangaroo Island
without a car, these
integrated travel

packages are often the
most practical and
enjoyable solution.

GETTING TO
KANGAROO
ISLAND FROM
INTERSTATE OR
OVERSEAS

For travellers coming
from outside South
Australia, the most
common approach is to
fly into Adelaide Airport
first. Adelaide is well-
connected to all major
Australian cities as well
as several international
destinations, including
Singapore, Kuala
Lumpur, and Doha.
Once you land in
Adelaide, you can
either connect to a
flight to Kingscote or
take a taxi or shuttle to
the coach terminal for
the ferry. If you are
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arriving early in the
day, you can
potentially reach
Kangaroo Island by late
afternoon, making it
feasible to combine a
long-haul flight with a
seamless onward
connection. For
international visitors,
understanding how to
get to Kangaroo Island
from afar is simply a
matter of breaking the
journey into stages: fly
to Adelaide, then
choose your preferred
method of island
access.

SELF-DRIVE
ITINERARY:
DRIVING FROM
KEY CITIES

If you are already in
Australia and
considering a road trip,
driving yourself is a
fantastic way to reach
the ferry. The journey
from Adelaide to Cape
Jervis is a

straightforward and
picturesque drive.
Allow about an hour
and a half, and
consider stopping for a
meal or a walk along
the coastline. From
Melbourne, it is a
longer but very
rewarding drive, taking
about 8 hours via the
Princes Highway and
the Dukes Highway.
From Sydney, you are
looking at about 14
hours of driving, so
breaking the journey
with an overnight stop
is advisable. For those
asking how to get to
Kangaroo lIsland from
other parts of
Australia, combining a
road trip with the ferry
crossing is an
unforgettable
adventure that allows
you to experience the
diverse landscapes of
South Australia along
the way.
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PRACTICAL TIPS
FOR A SMOOTH
JOURNEY

Regardless of which
option you choose, a
little preparation goes
a long way. Here are
some practical tips to
ensure your trip to
Kangaroo Island is as
smooth as possible:

e Book in
advance:
Whether you
choose the ferry
or a flight,
booking early
ensures you get
your preferred
time and often a
better price. This
is especially
important during
Australian
summer
(December to
February) and
school holidays.

¢ Check the
weather: The
Southern Ocean

can be
unpredictable.
Ferry crossings
can be cancelled
in extreme
weather, and
flights can be
delayed. Keep an
eye on the
forecast and
have a backup
plan if necessary.
Pack
essentials:
Bring layers, as
the island can be
windy and cool
even in summer.
Sunscreen, a hat,
and a reusable
water bottle are
also must-haves.
If you plan to
camp or hike,
pack accordingly.
Plan your
accommodatio
n: Kangaroo
Island has a wide
range of options,
from luxury eco-
lodges to budget-

10 How To Get To Kangaroo Island 2022-07-17



How To Get To Kangaroo Island

11

friendly motels
and campsites.
Book
accommodation
in advance,
particularly
during peak
season, to avoid
disappointment.
Allow enough
time: The island
is larger than
many expect. To
see the main
attractions
without feeling
rushed, plan to
spend at least
three to four
days on the
island. Factor in
travel time
between
destinations, as
roads can be
unsealed in some
areas.

WHAT TO EXPECT
UPON ARRIVAL

Arriving on Kangaroo
Island is an experience
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in itself. If you come by
ferry, you will land at
Penneshaw, a small
coastal town with a few
shops, cafes, and
accommodation

options. From there,
you can drive to other
parts of the island. If
you fly into Kingscote,
you will be greeted by
a relaxed country
airport atmosphere.
From Kingscote, it is a
short drive to the
island's main township,
which offers
supermarkets, petrol
stations, and various
services. One of the
first things you will
notice is the sense of
peace and space. The
island is sparsely
populated, and the
pace of life is slow. This
is the perfect preamble
to a holiday focused on
nature, wildlife, and
relaxation. By now, you
have a solid answer to
how to get to Kangaroo



Island, and the
adventure is about to
begin in earnest.

EXPLORING THE
ISLAND ONCE YOU
ARRIVE

Once you have settled
on your transport
method and arrived on
the island, the real
exploration begins.
Kangaroo Island is
home to five distinct
regions, each offering
unique attractions. The
eastern end, around
Penneshaw and
Kingscote, provides a
good base for
exploring the Kangaroo
Island Wildlife Park and
the scenic beaches.

The south coast
features the
spectacular Flinders

Chase National Park,
where you can find the
iconic Remarkable
Rocks and Admirals
Arch. The north coast
offers calmer waters
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and excellent fishing
spots, while the
western end is rugged
and remote. No matter
where you go, keep
your camera ready, as
wildlife encounters are
frequent and often
unexpected. Having
your own transport
makes it easy to cover
more ground, but even
without a car, local
tour operators offer
guided experiences
that ensure you do not
miss the highlights.

ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSIDERATIONS
FOR YOUR VISIT

Kangaroo Island is a
protected environment,

and visitors are
encouraged to tread
lightly. The island
suffered significant
bushfires in
2019-2020, and
recovery efforts are

ongoing. When you
visit, respect all
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signage,

stay on designated trails,
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