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AN IN-DEPTH LOOK
AT THE SECOND
BOOK IN
CASSANDRA
CLARE'S SERIES

When readers dive into
t h e  w o r l d  o f
s h a d o w h u n t e r s ,
demons, and forbidden
love,  they  often  find
themselves  captivated
by  the  intricate  web
C a s s a n d r a  C l a r e
weaves.  The  second
insta l lment  in  the
popular series picks up
right  where  the  first
book  left  off,  raising
t h e  s t a k e s  a n d
d e e p e n i n g  t h e
mystery.  This  Mortal

Instruments  City  Of
Ashes  Summary  will
guide you through the
key  events,  character
developments,  and
themes that make this
book a pivotal entry in
the  series.  Whether
you  are  revisiting  the
story or  reading it  for
the  first  time,
understanding  the
n u a n c e s  o f  t h i s
installment is essential
for  appreciating  the
overarching  narrative.

SETTING THE
STAGE: WHERE
CITY OF BONES
LEFT OFF

Before delving into the
plot  of  the  second
book,  it  is  helpful  to
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recall  the  dramatic
conclusion  of  City  of
Bones .  C lary  Fray
discovers that she is a
Shadowhun te r ,  a
human-angel  hybrid
tasked  with  hunting
demons .  She  a l so
l e a r n s  t h a t  J a c e
Wayland,  the  boy she
i s  f a l l i n g  f o r ,  i s
s u p p o s e d l y  h e r
b ro ther .  To  make
matters  worse,  her
mother, Jocelyn, is in a
magical ly  induced
c o m a ,  a n d  t h e
villainous  Valentine
Morgenstern,  who  is
both Jocelyn's husband
and  Clary's  father,  is
on the loose with  the
Mortal  Cup.  The  book
ends with Jace leaving
the New York Institute,
feeling betrayed by the
revelation  about  his
parentage.
T h i s  e m o t i o n a l
cliffhanger  sets  the
perfect  stage  for  City
o f  A s h e s .  T h e

confusion,  anger,  and
unresolved  tension
between Clary and Jace
form  the  emotional
core  of  the  story.  A
comprehensive Mortal
Instruments  City  Of
Ashes Summary must
acknowledge  th is
emotional baggage, as
it  drives  nearly  every
decision the characters
make.

A DETAILED PLOT
SUMMARY OF CITY
OF ASHES

Clary's
New
Reality
The  book  opens  with
Clary  attempting  to
adjust to her new life.
She is  training to  use
her powers, though she
struggles  with  the
basics. Her best friend,
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Simon Lewis, has been
turned into a vampire,
though  he  retains  his
soul  and his  ability  to
walk in sunlight thanks
to  a  mysterious  mark
Clary  placed  on  him.
This  makes  Simon  a
unique  figure  in  the
Downworld, a fact that
w i l l  h a v e  m a j o r
consequences  later  in
the story.
Clary  is  also  haunted
by her feelings for Jace.
S h e  k n o w s  t h a t  a
romantic  relationship
with him is considered
t a b o o  i n  t h e
Shadowhunter  world,
yet  she  cannot  deny
the  connection  they
share.  This  internal
conflict  makes  her  a
relatable  protagonist,
even as she navigates
a  world  of  magic  and
monsters.

Jace's
Isolation
and the
Search
for Truth
Meanwhile,  Jace  is
l i v i n g  w i t h  t h e
Lightwoods,  but  he
feels  like  an  outsider.
He  is  haunted  by  the
belief that he is the son
of  Valentine,  the  man
responsible  for  the
death  of  Jace's  real
father.  Jace's  anger
and  self-destructive
tendencies  are  on  full
display in this book. He
pushes  people  away,
including  his  mentor,
H o d g e ,  a n d  h i s
adoptive  siblings,  Alec
and Isabelle.
The primary plot kicks
off  when  Valentine
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begins a new phase of
h i s  p l a n .  H e  i s
search ing  fo r  the
Mortal  Instruments
C i t y  O f  A s h e s
(referring to the book's
title, though the actual
"City  of  Ashes"  is  a
location  within  the
story). Valentine needs
the  second  Morta l
Instrument,  the Mortal
Sword,  to  consolidate
his power and cleanse
t h e  w o r l d  o f
Downworlders.

The
Arrival of
the
Inquisitor
T h e  C l a v e ,  t h e
governing body of the
Shadowhunters,  sends
the  Inquisitor,  Imogen
H e r o n d a l e ,  t o
investigate  the  events

of  the  first  book.  The
Inquisitor  is  a  stern,
unforgiving  woman
who immediately takes
a  dislike  to  Jace.  She
believes he is secretly
working  for  Valentine
and  throws  him  into
the  cells  beneath  the
Institute.  This  subplot
adds a layer of political
intrigue  and  injustice
t o  t h e  s t o r y ,
highlighting  the  rigid
and often unfair nature
of Shadowhunter law.
D u r i n g  h i s
imprisonment,  Jace  is
t o r t u r e d  b y  t h e
Inqu is i tor ,  who  i s
d e s p e r a t e  f o r
information  about
V a l e n t i n e .  T h i s
sequence  is  dark  and
uncomfortable,  but  it
r e v e a l s  J a c e ' s
resilience.  It  also  sets
up  a  major  revelation
l a t e r  i n  t h e  b o o k
r e g a r d i n g  t h e
Inquisitor's own history
with  the  Herondale
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family.

The
Downworl
der
Rebellion
Valentine, in a brilliant
move,  decides to turn
the  Downworlders
(vampires, werewolves,
warlocks,  and  faeries)
against  the  Clave.  He
murders  a  group  of
peaceful Downworlders
a n d  f r a m e s  t h e
Shadowhunters for the
cr ime.  Th is  ac t  o f
terrorism  sparks  a
r e b e l l i o n .  L u k e
Garroway,  Clary 's
uncle  and  a  werewolf
pack  leader,  struggles
to maintain peace. He
k n o w s  t h a t  i f  t h e
Downworlders  declare
war on the Clave, the
result will be chaos and

death.
This political subplot is
one  of  the  strongest
elements of  the book.
It forces the characters
to  ques t i on  the i r
a l l i a n c e s .  T h e
Shadowhunters are not
purely good; they have
a history of oppression
and  prejudice  against
D o w n w o r l d e r s .
Valentine, while evil, is
able  to  exploit  these
existing  tensions.  A
tho rough  Morta l
Instruments  City  Of
Ashes Summary must
highlight  this  gray
morality, as it sets the
ser ies  apar t  f rom
simpler  good-versus-
evil  narratives.

The
Search
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for the
Mortal

Sword
The  second  Mortal
Ins t rument  i s  the
Mortal  Sword,  also
known  as  the  Soul-
Sword.  This  weapon
has the power to force
anyone to tell the truth
when they are cut  by
it. It also has the ability
to  summon  angels.
Valentine plans to use
the Sword to force the
Clave to bow to his will,
and  then  use  i t  to
summon  the  Angel
Raziel  to  remake  the
world in his image.
Clary,  Jace,  Simon,
Alec, and Isabelle team
up  to  find  the  Sword
before Valentine does.
Their  journey  takes
them  to  the  "City  of
A s h e s , "  w h i c h  i s

represented  in  two
ways in the book. First,
it  is  a  literal  location:
t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  a
burned-down  church
that  holds  a  secret
entrance  to  the  Bone
City, where the Sword
is hidden. Second, the
C i t y  o f  Ashes  i s  a
metaphor for the burnt
remains  of  trust  and
f a m i l y  t h a t  t h e
c h a r a c t e r s  m u s t
navigate.
The  group's  search
leads them to the Bone
City,  a  labyrinth  of
catacombs  beneath
New York City.  This is
arguably  the  most
atmospheric  setting in
the  book,  filled  with
c r e e p y  l o r e  a n d
dangerous  guardians.
Here, the group faces a
horde  of  Forsaken
( t w i s t e d ,  f a i l e d
experiments  created
by Valentine) and must
use  all  their  skills  to
survive.



Mortal Instruments City Of Ashes 7

7

The
Betrayal
of Hodge
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
shocking twists  in  the
book  involves  Hodge
Starkweather, the tutor
at the Institute. Hodge
has  been  cursed  to
remain  ins ide  the
Institute grounds; if he
leaves,  he  wil l  die.
Valentine  offers  him  a
deal: help him get the
Mortal  Sword,  and
Hodge  will  be  freed
from  his  curse.  The
temptation is too great
for  Hodge,  who  has
been trapped for years.
Hodge  betrays  the
young  Shadowhunters
by giving Valentine the
location of  the Sword.
He  also  attacks  the
group,  leading  to  a
desperate  fight.  This

betrayal  is  a  major
turning point. It shows
that  even  t rusted
c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e
breaking  points,  and
that  the  line  between
good and  evil  is  thin.
Hodge is not a villain;
he is a desperate man
mak ing  a  te r r ib le
choice.

The
Climactic
Confronta
tion
The  final  act  of  the
book  t akes  p l ace
aboard  Valentine's
ship, where he has set
up a ritual  to use the
Mor ta l  Sword .  He
captures  Jace  and
attempts  to  force him
to  use  the  Sword ,
believing that Jace, as
his  son,  wil l  be  the
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perfect  conduit  for  its
power.  However,  Jace
resists.
Clary,  Simon,  and  the
others  arrive  to  stop
the ritual. In the chaos,
Clary unleashes a new
power: she can create
new runes. She draws
a rune that allows her
to  control  the  Sword,
overriding  Valentine's
con t ro l .  Th i s  i s  a
monumental  moment.
No  Shadowhunter  has
created a new rune in
centuries.  It  proves
that  Clary  is  special,
not just because of her
lineage, but because of
her  innate  creativity
and  willpower.
Simon is also put in a
ter r ib le  pos i t ion .
Valentine captures him
and  uses  him  to  bait
Clary. In a moment of
desperation,  Simon  is
f o r c e d  t o  d r i n k
Valentines  blood  to
h e a l  f r o m  a  f a t a l
wound (inflicted by the

Inquisitor). This act ties
Simon to Valentine in a
way  that  wi l l  have
lasting consequences.
The  book  ends  with
Valentine escaping, but
the  Mortal  Sword  is
secured.  Jace  is  finally
cleared  of  suspicion
when  the  Inquisitor
learns  that  Jace  is
actually  her  grand-
nephew. The Inquisitor
had  a  son  who  ran
away  and  married  a
mundane; that son was
Jaces  real  father.  This
m e a n s  J a c e  i s  a
H e r o n d a l e ,  n o t  a
Morgenstern. He is not
Clarys brother.
This  final  revelation  is
both a relief and a new
source of tension. The
question  now  is  not
whether Clary and Jace
are  siblings  (they  are
not), but how they will
n a v i g a t e  t h e i r
relationship  given  the
trauma  and  lies  that
have surrounded them.



Mortal Instruments City Of Ashes 9

9

KEY THEMES AND
CHARACTER
DEVELOPMENT

Identity
and Self-
Worth
A central theme in City
of Ashes is the struggle
fo r  i dent i ty .  J ace
believes he is the son
of a monster, and this
belief  nearly  destroys
him. Clary is trying to
figure out  what  kind of
Shadowhunter  she
wants to be. Simon is
caught  between  his
human  past  and  his
vampire present.  Each
character  is  asking,
" W h o  a m  I ? "  T h i s
question  drives  the
emotional depth of the
story.
When Jace learns that
he  is  a  Herondale,  it

does  not  magically  fix
all  his  problems.  He
still  has  trauma  and
anger. But it gives him
a  legacy  to  be  proud
of. The Herondales are
known for their bravery
and  their  rebellious
spirits. This knowledge
helps  Jace  begin  the
l o n g  p r o c e s s  o f
healing.

The Cost
of Secrets
Almost  every  tragedy
in this book is caused
b y  s e c r e t s .  T h e
Inquisitor  kept  the
t ru th  about  Jaces
parentage  hidden.
Hodge  kept  his  deal
with Valentine a secret.
Valentine  kept  his
plans  hidden  until  it
was  almost  too  late.
The  book  argues  that
secrets  are  corrosive.
T h e y  p o i s o n
relationships  and  lead
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to  misunderstandings
that  can  have  deadly
consequences.
T h i s  t h e m e  i s
especially  relevant  to
Clary  and  Jace.  The
s e c r e t  o f  t h e i r
supposed  siblinghood
nearly  ruins  them.
When the truth comes
out, it is a relief, but it
also  forces  them  to
confront  the  fact  that
they  were  willing  to
love  each  other  even
when  they  thought  it
was wrong. This makes
their  connection  feel
even  more  powerful.

Family
and
Loyalty
The concept  of  family
is  complicated  in  this
s e r i e s .  I s  f a m i l y
defined  by  blood  or  by
choice? Clary considers

Luke  to  be  her  real
father, even though he
is  not  b io logical ly
related  to  her.  Jace
c o n s i d e r s  t h e
Lightwoods  his  family,
even  though they  are
not his blood relatives.
Alec  is  fiercely  loyal  to
his  sister  Isabelle  and
to  Jace,  even  when it
puts him in danger.
Valentine represents a
twisted  vers ion  of
family. He wants to use
his  children  as  tools.
He claims to love them,
b u t  h i s  l o v e  i s
c o n d i t i o n a l  a n d
manipulat ive.  The
contrast  between
Valentines toxic family
and the found family of
t h e  y o u n g
Shadowhunters  is
s t r i k ing .  A  use fu l
Mortal  Instruments
C i t y  O f  A s h e s
Summary  fo r  any
reader  is  one  that
recognizes  this  theme
of found family, as it is
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the heart of the entire
series.

WRITING STYLE
AND PACING

Cassandra Clare excels
at  balancing  action
with emotion. The fight
scenes in City of Ashes
are  fast-paced  and
brutal. The skirmish in
the Bone City and the
final  battle  on  the  ship
are  both  exciting  set
pieces. However, Clare
never loses sight of the
characters' inner lives.
Between  the  action
sequences,  there  are
qu ie t  moments  o f
reflection,  argument,
and  connection.  This
balance  prevents  the
story from feeling like
a  non - s top  chase

scene.
C l a r e  a l s o  u s e s
multiple points of view,
though  the  story  is
primarily  told  from
Clary's  perspective.
This allows the reader
t o  s e e  t h e  w o r l d
through the eyes of a
newcomer,  which  is
useful  for  exposition.
At the same time, we
get  glimpses  of  Jace's
p a i n  t h r o u g h  h i s
dialogue  and  actions,
and  Simon's  struggle
t h r o u g h  h i s  o w n
narration  in  certain
chapters.
The  dialogue  is  sharp
and often witty. Jace, in
p a r t i c u l a r ,  u s e s
sarcasm as  a  defense
mechanism


