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UNDERSTANDING
THE SUPREME
COURT NEW YORK
KINGS COUNTY: A
PILLAR OF JUSTICE
IN BROOKLYN

The  Supreme  Court
New  York  K ings
County stands as one
of  the  most  vital  and
busiest  trial  courts  in
the  state,  serving  the
borough  of  Brooklyn.
A s  t h e  c i v i l  a n d
criminal  hub  for  over
2.5  million  residents,
this  court  handles  a
staggering  volume  of
c a s e s  e a c h  y e a r ,
ranging  from  complex
commercial litigation to

serious  felony  trials.
For anyone involved in
a  l e g a l  m a t t e r  i n
B r o o k l y n ,
understanding  the
structure, function, and
operations of this court
is essential. This article
provides  an  in-depth
look  at  the  Supreme
Court in Kings County,
offering  valuable
ins ights  fo r  l ega l
professionals,  litigants,
and the general public.

WHAT IS THE
SUPREME COURT
NEW YORK KINGS
COUNTY?

The  Supreme  Court
New  York  K ings
County  is  a trial-level
c o u r t  o f  g e n e r a l

https://turn-nyc-edge-vdmdp.louper.io/
https://turn-nyc-edge-vdmdp.louper.io/


2

2 Supreme Court New York Kings
County

2023-02-01

jurisdiction  within  the
New York State Unified
Court System. Contrary
to  what  the  name
might suggest to those
unfamiliar  with  New
Y o r k ' s  j u d i c i a l
nomenclature,  the
Supreme  Court  is  not
the highest court in the
state. Instead, it serves
as  the  primary  trial
court  for  major  civil
and criminal  cases.  In
New York,  the highest
court  is  the  Court  of
Appeals,  while  the
S u p r e m e  C o u r t
f u n c t i o n s  a t  t h e
intermediate  level,
handling a broad array
of legal disputes.

Location
and
Physical

Presence
The  main  courthouse
for the Supreme Court
in  K ings  County  is
located at  360 Adams
Street  in  downtown
Brooklyn.  This  iconic
building, with its grand
a rch i tec tu re  and
bustling hallways,  is  a
l a n d m a r k  o f  t h e
b o r o u g h ' s  l e g a l
community.  Additional
par ts  o f  the  cour t
operate  at  320  Jay
S t r e e t  a n d  o t h e r
ancillary  locations,
reflecting the immense
caseload  the  court
manages  daily.  The
courthouse complex is
easily  accessible  by
public  transportation,
making  it  convenient
for  attorneys,  parties,
a n d  w i t n e s s e s  t o
attend proceedings.

JURISDICTION AND
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TYPES OF CASES
HEARD

The jurisdiction of  the
Supreme Court New
York Kings County is
exceptionally  broad.  It
handles both civil  and
criminal  matters  that
fall outside the limited
jurisdiction  of  lower
courts,  such  as  the
Civil  Court  or  Criminal
Court  of  the  City  of
New York.

Civil
Division
The  Civil  Term of  the
Supreme Court in Kings
County  presides  over
cases  involving  claims
exceeding  $25,000.
This  includes  a  wide
variety of matters:

Personal Injury
and Torts:
Lawsuits
stemming from

automobile
accidents,
medical
malpractice,
premises liability,
and other
negligence
claims.
Commercial
Litigation:
Contract
disputes,
business torts,
partnership
dissolutions, and
corporate
matters involving
significant
financial stakes.
Real Property
Actions:
Foreclosure
proceedings,
partition actions,
and disputes
over property
boundaries or
title.
Matrimonial
and Family
Law: Divorce,
child custody,
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spousal support,
and equitable
distribution
cases, which are
heard in the
Matrimonial Part
of the Supreme
Court.
Tax Certiorari:
Appeals
concerning
property tax
assessments and
valuations.

Criminal
Division
The  Criminal  Term  of
the  Supreme  Court
New  York  K ings
County handles felony
c a s e s ,  w h i c h  a r e
s e r i o u s  c r i m e s
punishable  by  more
t h a n  o n e  y e a r  o f
incarceration.  This
includes  charges  such
a s  m u r d e r ,  r a p e ,
armed  robbery,  grand

larceny,  and  drug
trafficking.  The  court
a lso  oversees  the
arraignment, trial,  and
s e n t e n c i n g  o f
defendants,  ensuring
that  the legal  process
is  carr ied  out  with
f a i r n e s s  a n d  d u e
process.

THE STRUCTURE
OF THE SUPREME
COURT NEW YORK
KINGS COUNTY

The court is organized
into several specialized
parts  and  divisions  to
m a n a g e  i t s  v a s t
caseload  efficiently.
Each  part  is  presided
o v e r  b y  a  j u s t i c e
appointed or elected to
the  Supreme  Court.
The  Supreme  Court
New  York  K ings
County has dozens of
justices, each assigned
to  specific  types  of
cases.
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Key Parts
and
Divisions
Understanding  the
s t r u c t u r e  h e l p s
litigants and attorneys
navigate  the  system
more  effectively:

IAS (Individual1.
Assignment
System) Part:
This is the core
of the civil term.
Each case is
assigned to a
single justice
who oversees all
aspects from
filing to trial. This
promotes
consistency and
judicial
efficiency.
Matrimonial2.
Part: Dedicated
exclusively to
divorce and

family-related
civil cases, this
part has
specialized rules
and procedures
to address
sensitive family
matters.
Commercial3.
Division: A
specialized part
within the
Supreme Court
handling
complex
commercial
disputes
involving large
sums of money
(over $500,000).
This division
offers expedited
case
management
and streamlined
procedures.
Medical4.
Malpractice
Part: This part
handles claims
against
healthcare
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providers, with
justices
experienced in
the complexities
of medical
evidence and
expert
testimony.
Criminal Parts:5.
These are further
divided into
arraignment
parts, trial parts,
and sentencing
parts, each
playing a distinct
role in the
criminal justice
process.

THE ROLE OF THE
COURT IN THE
BROOKLYN
COMMUNITY

The  Supreme  Court
New  York  K ings
County  is  more  than
just a building; it  is  a
critical  institution  for
t h e  b o r o u g h  o f
Brooklyn. It provides a

forum  for  resolving
disputes,  upholding
rights,  and  ensuring
accountability.  The
court's  decisions  have
a  lasting  impact  on
individuals, businesses,
and the community as
a whole.

Access to
Justice
Initiatives
T h e  c o u r t  h a s
implemented  several
programs  to  improve
access  to  justice  for
s e l f - r e p r e s e n t e d
l i t i g a n t s  a n d
u n d e r s e r v e d
populations.  These
include:

Self-
Represented
Litigant Help
Centers:
Offering
guidance on
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court
procedures, form
preparation, and
resources for
individuals
without an
attorney.
Alternative
Dispute
Resolution
(ADR)
Programs:
Mediation and
arbitration
services that
help parties
resolve their
disputes without
the time and
expense of a full
trial.
Interpreter
Services:
Language
assistance for
non-English-
speaking parties,
ensuring that
language
barriers do not
impede access to
justice.

Economic
and
Social
Impact
The court's  operations
also  have  a  significant
economic  impact.  It
s u p p o r t s  a  v a s t
e c o s y s t e m  o f
a t t o r n e y s ,  c o u r t
personnel,  witnesses,
a n d  e x p e r t s .
Add i t i ona l l y ,  the
court 's  ru l ings  on
commercial  matters
provide  stability  and
pred ic tab i l i ty  for
businesses operating in
Brooklyn,  contributing
to a healthy economic
environment.

NAVIGATING A
CASE IN THE
SUPREME COURT
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NEW YORK KINGS
COUNTY

For anyone involved in
a  legal  proceeding,
understanding  the
process  is  crucial .
Whi le  each  case  is
un ique,  there  are
general  steps  that
most  cases  will  follow
in the Supreme Court
New  York  K ings
County .

Filing a
Civil Case
To  in i t i a te  a  c iv i l
action,  a  plaintiff  must
file  a  summons  and
complaint  with  the
Kings  County  Clerk's
Office.  The  filing  fee
varies  depending  on
t h e  a m o u n t  o f
damages sought. Once
filed,  the  defendant
must  be  served  with
the  legal  documents,
and  the  case  is  then

assigned  to  an  IAS
jus t i ce  th rough  a
r a n d o m  r o t a t i o n
system.

Pre-Trial
Proceedin
gs
A f t e r  a  c a s e  i s
assigned,  the  parties
engage  in  discovery,
where  they  exchange
evidence,  documents,
and  information.  The
court  manages  this
p r o c e s s  t h r o u g h
c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d
scheduling  orders.
M o t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s
motions  to  dismiss  or
motions  for  summary
judgment, are decided
by the assigned justice.
This  phase  can  last
from several months to
s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,
depend ing  on  the
complexity of the case.
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Trial and
Verdict
I f  a  case  does  not
settle  during  pre-trial
p r o c e e d i n g s ,  i t
proceeds to trial. Trials
in the Supreme Court
New  York  K ings
County  can  be  jury
trials  or  bench  trials
(decided by the judge
alone). Jury selection is
a  critical  part  of  the
process, ensuring a fair
and  impartial  panel.
A f t e r  b o t h  s i d e s
present their  evidence
and  arguments,  the
jury (or judge) renders
a verdict.

Post-Trial
and

Appeals
After  a  verdict,  the
losing  party  may  file
post-trial motions, such
as a motion for a new
trial or to set aside the
verdict.  If  the  party
remains  dissatisfied,
they  can  appeal  the
d e c i s i o n  t o  t h e
Appellate  Division,
Second  Department,
which reviews the trial
court's rulings for legal
errors.

NOTABLE ASPECTS
AND HISTORICAL
CONTEXT

The  Supreme  Court
New  York  K ings
County  has  a  r ich
history dating back to
the 19th century. It has
been  the  venue  for
many  high-profile
c a s e s  t h a t  h a v e
shaped  New  York  law
and  public  discourse.
From landmark medical
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malpractice  cases  to
significant  commercial
disputes, the court has
played a pivotal role in
the  development  of
legal  precedents.

Architect
ural
Significan
ce
The  main  courthouse
at 360 Adams Street is
a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l
landmark.  Built  in  the
1950s,  its  modernist
design  reflects  the
era's  emphasis  on
functionality  and  civic
g r a n d e u r .  T h e
bui lding's  interior
f e a t u r e s  m a r b l e
hallways, high ceilings,
a n d  n u m e r o u s
court rooms,  each
designed to project an
atmosphere  of  dignity

and justice.

Technolo
gical
Moderniz
ation
In  recent  years,  the
Supreme Court New
York  Kings  County
h a s  e m b r a c e d
technology to improve
efficiency.  The  New
York  State  Courts
E l ec t r on i c  F i l i ng
Sys tem  (NYSCEF)
allows  attorneys  to  file
d o c u m e n t s
electronically, reducing
p a p e r w o r k  a n d
e x p e d i t i n g  c a s e
p r o c e s s i n g .
Additionally,  many
courtrooms  are  now
equipped  with  digital
evidence  presentation
systems,  enhancing
the trial experience for
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juries and litigants.

PRACTICAL TIPS
FOR APPEARING IN
THE SUPREME
COURT NEW YORK
KINGS COUNTY

Whether  you  are  a
party  to  a  lawsuit,  a
witness,  or  a  visitor,
appearing in court can
be  an  int imidating
experience.  Here  are
some  practical  tips:

Arrive Early:
Security lines
can be long,
especially in the
morning. Arriving
at least 30
minutes before
your scheduled
appearance is
advisable.
Dress
Appropriately:
While the court
does not have a
strict dress code,
dressing
professionally

shows respect
for the
proceedings.
Know Your
Courtroom:
Check the court's
notice or your
attorney for the
exact part
number and
courtroom
location. The
building has
multiple floors,
and finding the
correct room is
essential.
Stay Informed:
Check the court's
website or call
the clerk's office
for any updates
regarding your
case, especially
if there have
been recent
changes in
scheduling.

RESOURCES AND
FURTHER
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INFORMATION

For those seeking more
information  about  the
Supreme Court New
York  Kings  County,
the following resources
are invaluable:

Official
Website: The
New York State
Unified Court
System website
provides
comprehensive
information
about court
locations, rules,
and procedures.
Kings County
Clerk's Office:
This office
handles filings,
records, and
administrative
matters. It is
located at 360
Adams Street,
Room 189.
Law Libraries:
The Kings County
Supreme Court

Law Library
offers legal
research
materials and
assistance to the
public and legal
professionals.
Bar
Associations:
The Brooklyn Bar
Association and
other local legal
organizations
can provide
referrals to
qualified
attorneys and
additional
support.

CONCLUSION

The  Supreme  Court
New  York  K ings
C o u n t y  i s  a
cornerstone  of  the
Brooklyn legal system,
handling a diverse and
substantial  caseload
with  professionalism
a n d  d e d i c a t i o n .
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
involved in a personal
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i n j u r y  l a w s u i t ,  a
commercial dispute, or
a  cr iminal  matter,
understanding  the
court's  jurisdiction,
s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d
procedures is essential.
By  providing  a  forum
for  the  fair  resolution
of  disputes,  the  court
upholds the rule of law
and contributes to the

we l l -be ing  o f  the
Brooklyn  community.
A s  t h e  b o r o u g h
continues to grow and
evolve,  the  Supreme
Court  in  Kings  County
wi l l  remain  a  v i ta l
institution,  ensuring
t h a t  j u s t i c e  i s
accessible  to  all  who
seek it.


