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INTRODUCTION

Landing a career as a
train  conductor  with
the  Met ropo l i t an
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n
Authority (MTA) in New
York City is a dream for
many who seek stable,
well-paying  public
serv ice  work .  The
journey  begins  with  a
single,  crucial  hurdle:
t h e  M t a  T r a i n
Conductor  Exam
6601. This exam is the
gateway for candidates
hoping  to  jo in  the
ranks of New York City
T r a n s i t  s u b w a y
conductors, a role that
d e m a n d s  s h a r p
attention  to  detail,

e x c e l l e n t
communication  skills,
and the ability to stay
calm  under  pressure.
Whether  you  are  a
c u r r e n t  t r a n s i t
employee  looking  to
m o v e  u p  o r  a n
applicant from outside
t h e  s y s t e m ,
understanding  every
aspect  of  the  MTA
Train  Conductor
E x a m  6 6 0 1  i s
essen t i a l  t o  you r
s u c c e s s .  I n  t h i s
comprehensive  guide,
we will break down the
exam’s  structure,
e l i g i b i l i t y
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,
registration  process,
study  strategies,  and
what  comes after  you
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pass. By the end, you
w i l l  h a v e  a  c l e a r
roadmap  to  navigate
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
compet i t i ve  c i v i l
service  tests  in  New
York.

WHAT IS THE MTA
TRAIN CONDUCTOR
EXAM 6601?

T h e  M T A  T r a i n
Conductor  Exam
6601  is a competitive
c i v i l  s e r v i c e
e x a m i n a t i o n
administered  by  the
N e w  Y o r k  C i t y
D e p a r t m e n t  o f
C i t y w i d e
Administrative Services
(DCAS) on behalf of the
MTA.  It  is  specifically
designed to assess the
knowledge,  skills,  and
abilities  necessary  for
the  position  of  train
c o n d u c t o r  i n  t h e
subway  system.  This
exam  replaced  older
exam numbers  and is
part of a regular hiring

cycle  for  the  MTA’s
Transit  Author i ty.
Passing the exam does
n o t  g u a r a n t e e
i m m e d i a t e
employment;  instead,
it places your name on
a  ranked  eligible  list
from  which  the  MTA
hires  as  pos i t ions
become available.  The
list  typical ly  stays
active  for  two to  four
years,  so  even  if  you
score  well,  you  may
need to  wait  for  your
number to be called.

Who Can
Take
Exam
6601?
Eligibility  for  the MTA
Train  Conductor
Exam  6601  is  fairly
broad,  but  there  are
specific  requirements.
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You  must  be  at  least
18  years  old  by  the
date of the exam. More
importantly,  you  must
have  a  high  school
d i p l o m a  o r  a
recognized  equivalent
(such as a GED). There
is  no  requirement  for
p r i o r  t r a n s i t
experience;  the  exam
is open to the general
pub l i c .  However ,
b e c a u s e  t h e  j o b
i n v o l v e s
communicating  with
passengers  in  English
and following complex
safety procedures, you
must be able to read,
w r i t e ,  a n d  s p e a k
English  fluently.  You
also  need  to  have  a
valid  New  York  State
driver license or a non-
driver  ID  card,  which
y o u  w i l l  n e e d  f o r
background  check
purposes.  Finally,  be
prepared  to  pass  a
drug  test,  a  medical
examination,  and  a

physical  ability  test
after  you  are  hired.

HOW TO APPLY
FOR THE MTA
TRAIN CONDUCTOR
EXAM 6601

Applying  for  the  MTA
Train  Conductor
E x a m  6 6 0 1  i s  a
process  that  requires
careful  attention  to
d e a d l i n e s  a n d
documentation.  The
exam  is  not  offered
continuously;  i t  is
announced periodically
by  DCAS.  You  must
a p p l y  d u r i n g  t h e
designated  filing
period,  which typically
lasts  a  few  weeks.
A p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e
submi t ted  on l ine
through  the  DCAS
website  (or  the  MTA’s
o n l i n e  p o r t a l ,
depend ing  on  the
announcement).  You
will  need to create an
account,  fill  out  your
personal  information,
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a n d  p a y  a  n o n -
refundable  application
fee  (usually  around
$30-$40, though it may
be  waived  for  certain
appl icants) .  After
submission,  you  will
receive  an  admission
ticket  with  the  exam
d a t e ,  t i m e ,  a n d
l o c a t i o n .  K e e p  a
printed  copy—you  will
need  to  present  i t
a long  wi th  a  va l id
photo ID on test day.

Key
Dates
and
Deadlines
Because  exam  cycles
are irregular, it is vital
to  monitor  the  DCAS
and  MTA  websites  for
t h e  l a t e s t
announcement.  You
can  also  sign  up  for

email alerts. When the
MTA Train Conductor
Exam  6601  is  open,
the  window  to  apply
may be as short as two
weeks.  Missing  the
d e a d l i n e  m e a n s
waiting  for  the  next
cycle,  which  could  be
years away. Once you
apply,  you  cannot
change  you r  t e s t
date—attendance  is
mandatory.  I f  you
cannot  make  it,  you
forfeit your application
fee and must start over
in a future cycle.

EXAM CONTENT
AND FORMAT

T h e  M T A  T r a i n
Conductor  Exam
6601 typically consists
of  mult iple-choice
questions  that  test
your  ability  to  learn
and  apply  information
quickly. It is not a test
of  memorized  facts
about  the  subway
system;  rather ,  i t
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e v a l u a t e s  y o u r
cognitive  skills  and
situational  judgment.
The  exam  is  divided
into  several  sections,
each  measur ing  a
different  competency.
The  total  number  of
questions  is  usually
around 80 to 100, and
you  have  about  two
and  a  half  hours  to
complete it. Below are
the  most  common
sec t i ons  you  w i l l
encounter.

Reading
Compreh
ension
and
Verbal

Reasonin
g
One  of  the  largest
portions of the exam is
r e a d i n g
comprehension.  You
will be given passages
related  to  workplace
scenarios, safety rules,
or transit policies. After
reading,  you  must
answer  questions  that
test  your  abil ity  to
e x t r a c t  k e y
information,  infer
m e a n i n g ,  a n d
u n d e r s t a n d
instruct ions.  This
section is  designed to
mir ror  the  k ind  o f
written  materials  you
will handle on the job,
s u c h  a s  t r a i n
schedules,  emergency
p r o c e d u r e s ,  a n d
customer  serv ice
direct ives.  Strong
reading skills are non-
negotiable  for  success
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on  the  MTA  Train
Conductor  Exam
6601 .

Mathema
tical and
Analytical
Reasonin
g
Another critical section
i n v o l v e s  b a s i c
mathematics,  logical
reasoning,  and  data
interpretation.  Expect
q u e s t i o n s  o n
a r i t h m e t i c ,
percentages,  fractions,
and  time  calculations
( f o r  e x a m p l e ,
determining  t ra in
a r r i v a l  t i m e s  o r
headways).  You  may
a l s o  s e e  c h a r t s ,
graphs,  or  tables  that
require  you  to  find
errors  or  patterns.

While the math is not
advanced, you need to
b e  a c c u r a t e  a n d
efficient.  Practice
without a calculator is
a d v i s a b l e ,  a s
calculators  are  not
allowed  in  the  exam
room.

Memory
and
Attention
to Detail
Conduc to r s  mus t
absorb  and  reca l l
information  quickly,
such as station names,
r u l e s ,  a n d
announcements.  The
exam often includes a
memory  exercise:  you
might be shown a map
or a list of rules for a
short time, then asked
questions  about  the
content.  You  will  also



Mta Train Conductor Exam 6601 7

7

face questions that test
your  ability  to  spot
differences  in  pairs  of
numbers,  codes,  or
names.  This  attention-
to-detail  section  is
cruc ia l  because  a
conductor’s  mistake
could  cause delays  or
safety hazards.

Problem
Solving
and
Judgment
Finally, the MTA Train
Conductor  Exam
6 6 0 1  i n c l u d e s
situational  judgment
questions.  You will  be
g i v e n  r e a l i s t i c
w o r k p l a c e
scenarios—such  as
handling  a  passenger
complaint, dealing with
a door malfunction, or
r e s p o n d i n g  t o  a

m e d i c a l
emergency—and asked
to  choose  the  best
course of action. These
quest ions  are  not
about  memorizing  a
rulebook  but  about
app ly ing  common
sense and a customer-
service  mindset.  The
MTA wants  candidates
who  can  make  safe,
efficient,  and
considerate  decisions
under  pressure.

HOW TO PREPARE
FOR THE MTA
TRAIN CONDUCTOR
EXAM 6601

Effective preparation is
the  key  to  earning  a
top score and landing a
high  position  on  the
el ig ible  l ist .  Many
c a n d i d a t e s
underestimate  the
challenge  and  fail  to
study ahead. Below are
proven  strategies  to
help you excel on the
MTA Train Conductor
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Exam 6601.

Gather
Official
Study
Materials
Start  by  downloading
the official exam notice
and  any  study  guides
provided  by  DCAS  or
the  MTA.  The  notice
typically  includes  a
s a m p l e  o f  t e s t
q u e s t i o n s  a n d  a
description  of  each
section. While the MTA
d o e s  n o t  p u b l i s h
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
textbooks  for  th is
exam,  you  can  find
third-party study books
and  online  courses
specifically  targeting
t h e  M T A  T r a i n
Conductor  Exam
6 6 0 1 .  L o o k  f o r
resources  that  include

practice  tests  with
answer  explanations.

Focus on
Reading
and Math
Basics
S i n c e  t h e  e x a m
emphasizes  reading
comprehension  and
arithmetic, brush up on
these  fundamentals.
Read  non-fiction
a r t i c l e s ,  s a f e t y
manuals,  or  transit-
related  materials  to
improve  your  speed
and  retention.  For
math, review fractions,
decimals, percentages,
and  word  problems.
T imed  prac t i ce  i s
essential  because  the
exam has a strict time
limit.  Aim to complete
at  least  three  ful l -
length  practice  tests
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before  test  day.

Develop
Your
Memory
and
Observati
on Skills
F o r  t h e  m e m o r y
section,  try  exercises
like studying a map or
a  list  of  20  items  for
two  minutes,  then
writing down as many
as you can remember.
Pract ice  spot t ing
differences  in  long
strings  of  numbers  or
letters.  You  can  use
online  memory games
or  apps.  The  better
your working memory,
the  higher  your  score
on this  portion  of  the

MTA Train Conductor
Exam 6601.

Simulate
Real
Exam
Condition
s
Set aside a quiet space
and  take  a  practice
test  with  the  same
time limit you will have
on  the  rea l  exam.
Avoid  distractions  and
do not use a calculator.
After  grading,  review
every question you got
wrong and understand
why. This will help you
identify  weak  areas
and adjust  your  study
plan.

SCORING AND THE
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ELIGIBLE LIST

After you take the MTA
Train  Conductor
Exam 6601, your raw
score is converted to a
scaled score from 0 to
100. A passing score is
typically  70  or  above,
bu t  tha t  does  no t
guarantee  you will  be
hired.  Because  many
candidates  pass,  only
t h e  t o p
candidates—usual ly
those with scores of 90
and above—are  called
for  interviews  and
f u r t h e r  t e s t i n g .
Veterans and residents
of New York City may
receive  addit ional
credits  (scores  added
to  your  grade).  Your
final  rank  on  the
e l i g i b i l i t y  l i s t
d e t e r m i n e s  y o u r
priority. Candidates are
hired in order of rank,
so  a  h igh  sco re  i s
crit ical.

What
Happens
After You
Pass?
If your name is reached
on the list, the MTA will
invite you to the next
stage:  a  structured
interview  with  New
York City  Transit.  This
interview  assesses
your  communication
skills,  professionalism,
and  motivation.  You
will also need to pass a
background check and
a  medical  exam  that
includes  vision  and
hearing  tests.  Finally,
you  must  complete  a
physical  ability test to
e n s u r e  y o u  c a n
perform  tasks  l ike
c l i m b i n g  s t a i r s ,
opening  emergency
doors, and lifting up to
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50 pounds.  All  of  this
leads to a paid, multi-
week training program
at  the  MTA’s  training
facility in Brooklyn.

THE TRAINING
PROGRAM AND
CAREER PATH

Once  you  pass  a l l
screening  steps,  you
will  enter  the  MTA’s
conductor  training
school.  Training  is  a
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
classroom  instruction
a n d  o n - t h e - j o b
shadowing.  You  will
learn  the  rules  of  the
system, how to operate
train  doors,  how  to
prov ide  customer
service,  and  how  to
handle  emergencies.
A f te r  comp le t ing
training,  you  will  be
assigned to a yard or a
line as  a  probationary
conductor for one year.
During  that  time,  you
must  demonstrate
competence  and  pass

periodic  assessments.
T h e  M T A  T r a i n
Conductor  Exam
6601  is  just  the  first
step—but it opens the
door  to  a  rewarding
career  with  excellent
benefits,  a  union-
negotiated salary,  and
oppor tun i t ies  fo r
a d v a n c e m e n t  t o
positions  l ike  train
operator  or  station
supervisor.

Salary
and
Benefits
MTA  train  conductors
are among the highest-
paid transit workers in
the  United  States.
Starting salary for new
conductors  is  typically
around  $55,000  per
year,  with  scheduled
raises  that  can  bring
the  top  pay  to  over
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$80,000  after  about
t h r e e  y e a r s .  I n
addition,  conductors
receive  ful l  health
insurance,  a  pension,
paid  vacation,  and
overtime opportunities.
The  job  also  offers  a
sense of purpose: you
are the public  face of
the  subway  system,
helping millions of New
Yorkers  navigate  their
city every day.

CONCLUSION

T h e  M T A  T r a i n
Conductor  Exam
6601 is your ticket to a
stable ,  respected
career in public transit.
Whi le  the  exam  is
challenging,  it  is  also
entirely  passable  with

focused  preparation.
Understand  the  test
format,  practice  your
read ing  and  math
skills, work on memory
and  judgment,  and
apply  early  when  the
next  filing  period
opens. Remember that
success on this exam is
not  about  luck—it  is
about  dedication  and
strategy.  By  following
the  guidance  in  this
a r t i c l e ,  y o u  c a n
pos i t i on  yourse l f
among the top scorers
and  take  the  first
confident  step  toward
becoming an MTA train
conductor.  Good  luck,
and  may  your  future
find  you  safely  guiding
trains  through  the
heart of New York City.


