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UNDERSTANDING
THE MCGRAW HILL
WEEKLY
ASSESSMENT
GRADE 3
WONDERS

In  the  landscape  of
elementary  education,
few  resources  have
proven as effective and
widely adopted as the
McGraw Hill  Weekly
Assessment Grade 3
Wonders program. For
teachers,  parents,  and
administrators  striving
to  measure  reading
comprehension  and

literacy progress at the
third-grade  level,  this
assessment tool serves
as  a  cornerstone.  But
what  exactly  makes
t h e s e  w e e k l y
e v a l u a t i o n s  s o
valuable? How do they
differ  from  other
assessment  models,
a n d  w h a t  c a n
e d u c a t o r s  d o  t o
maximize their  impact
in the classroom? This
article  explores  every
facet  of  the  McGraw
H i l l  W e e k l y
Assessment  Grade  3
Wonders  program,
offering  practical
i n s i g h t s  a n d  a
t h o r o u g h
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understanding  of  its
role in modern literacy
instruction.

What Is
the
McGraw
Hill
Weekly
Assessme
nt Grade
3
Wonders
Program?
The  McGraw  Hi l l
Weekly  Assessment
Grade 3 Wonders is a
formative  assessment
component  integrated

w i th in  the  l a rge r
Wonders  read ing
curriculum.  Designed
specifically  for  third-
grade  students,  these
a s s e s s m e n t s  a r e
administered  on  a
w e e k l y  b a s i s  t o
m o n i t o r  r e a d i n g
c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,
vocabulary acquisition,
phonics  ski l ls,  and
o v e r a l l  l i t e r a c y
development.  The
assessments  al ign
d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e
instructional  content
covered each week in
the Wonders program,
ensuring that teachers
can  measure  exactly
what has been taught.
E a c h  w e e k l y
assessment  typically
includes:

Passages that
reflect the
week's reading
genre and text
complexity
Comprehension
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questions
targeting key
skills such as
main idea, cause
and effect, and
making
inferences
Vocabulary items
drawn from the
week's selected
words
Phonics and word
study
components
where applicable
Grammar and
mechanics
questions tied to
the week's
language arts
focus

By  ma in ta i n i ng  a
consistent  weekly
cadence, the McGraw
H i l l  W e e k l y
Assessment Grade 3
Wonders  provides
e d u c a t o r s  w i t h  a
steady stream of data
a b o u t  s t u d e n t
progress,  allowing  for
timely  interventions

and  ins t ruct iona l
adjustments.

The
Structure
and
Design of
Weekly
Assessme
nts
One  of  the  standout
f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e
McGraw Hill  Weekly
Assessment Grade 3
W o n d e r s  i s  i t s
thoughtful  structure.
Each  assessment  is
carefully crafted to be
d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y
appropriate  for  eight-
and  nine-year-o ld
readers.  The passages
are  not  simply  pulled
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from  a  generic  pool;
r a t h e r ,  t h e y  a r e
selected to  mirror  the
t e x t  t y p e s  a n d
complexity  levels  that
students  encounter
dur ing  the  week's
instruction.
T h e  a s s e s s m e n t
typically  opens with  a
reading passage, which
m a y  b e  l i t e r a r y ,
informational,  or  a
combination of genres.
Following the passage,
students  encounter  a
set  of  multiple-choice
questions that evaluate
b o t h  l i t e r a l  a n d
i n f e r e n t i a l
comprehension.  The
questions  are  written
to  avoid  ambiguity,
and  they  d i rec t l y
correspond  to  the
r e a d i n g  s k i l l s
emphasized  in  the
Wonders curriculum for
that specific week.
A  second  passage
often  follows,  allowing
for a cumulative check

of reading stamina and
the  ability  to  transfer
skills  to  an  unfamiliar
t ex t .  Vocabu la ry
questions  then  test
students on the weekly
words,  often  requiring
them  to  apply  word
m e a n i n g s  i n  n e w
contexts  rather  than
s i m p l y  r e c a l l i n g
definitions.  Finally,
language  mechanics
and  grammar  items
r o u n d  o u t  t h e
assessment, ensuring a
holistic  view  of  each
child's  language  arts
development.
This  layered  approach
makes  the  McGraw
H i l l  W e e k l y
Assessment Grade 3
Wonders  far  more
than a simple reading
check.  It  becomes  a
diagnostic  tool  that
reveals  patterns  in
student  learning  and
highlights areas where
r e t e a c h i n g  o r
enrichment  may  be
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necessary.

Why
Weekly
Assessme
nt
Matters
for Third
Grade
Readers
Third grade represents
a  pivotal  transition  in
elementary  education.
Students  move  from
"learning  to  read"  to
"reading to learn." The
McGraw Hill  Weekly
Assessment Grade 3
Wonders  addresses
this  shift  directly  by
assessing  not  only
decoding accuracy but

a l s o  d e e p e r
comprehension  and
analytical  thinking.  At
this  stage,  students
begin  encountering
m o r e  c o m p l e x
sentence  structures,
abstract  vocabulary,
and texts that  require
background knowledge
and inference.
Weekly  assessments
serve  several  critical
functions:

Early1.
identification
of struggling
readers –
Frequent data
points allow
teachers to spot
difficulties before
they become
entrenched.
Progress2.
monitoring –
Week-over-week
comparisons
show growth
trajectories and
reveal whether
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interventions are
working.
Alignment with3.
instruction –
Because
assessments
mirror the week's
teaching, results
directly inform
what to reteach
or extend.
Building4.
assessment
stamina –
Regular, low-
stakes testing
helps students
become
comfortable with
formal evaluation
and reduces test
anxiety.
Parent5.
communication
– Weekly results
provide concrete
data to share
with families,
fostering
productive
home-school
partnerships.

The  McGraw  Hi l l
Weekly  Assessment
Grade  3  Wonders
empowers  teachers  to
make  data-dr iven
d e c i s i o n s  w i t h
confidence,  ensuring
that  no  chi ld  s l ips
through  the  cracks
during  this  crit ical
academic  year.

Key Skills
Assessed
in the
Wonders
Weekly
Assessme
nt
The  McGraw  Hi l l
Weekly  Assessment
Grade  3  Wonders
c o v e r s  a
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comprehensive  range
of  l i te racy  sk i l l s .
Understanding what  is
m e a s u r e d  h e l p s
educators and parents
suppor t  ta rge ted
practice  at  home  and
a t  s c h o o l .  T h e
assessment  typically
evaluates the following
skill domains:

Reading
Compreh
ension
This  is  the  heart  of
e v e r y  w e e k l y
assessment.  Students
are  asked  to  identify
main  ideas,  recal l
supporting  details,
sequence  events ,
compare  and  contrast
characters or concepts,
and  draw  conclusions
b a s e d  o n  t e x t u a l
evidence.  Questions
often  require  students

to distinguish between
explicit  information
and implied meaning, a
higher-order  skill  that
th i rd  g raders  a re
actively developing.

Vocabular
y
Acquisitio
n
Each  week  introduces
a  set  of  vocabulary
w o r d s ,  a n d  t h e
assessment  measures
whether  students  can
understand  and  use
these  words  in  new
contexts.  This  goes
b e y o n d  s i m p l e
m e m o r i z a t i o n ;
s t u d e n t s  m u s t
demonstrate  flexible
understanding of word
meanings,  including
multiple  meanings,
synonyms,  antonyms,
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and word relationships.

Phonics
and Word
Study
For many third graders,
decoding  is  sti l l  an
emerging  skill.  The
McGraw Hill  Weekly
Assessment Grade 3
Wonders  includes
phonics items that test
knowledge  of  vowel
patterns,  sy l lable
types,  prefixes,
suffixes,  and  base
words.  This  ensures
that  foundat iona l
reading skills remain a
p r i o r i t y  e v e n  a s
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
demands increase.

Grammar

and
Mechanic
s
Language  conventions
are  assessed  through
i tems  tha t  ta rget
p u n c t u a t i o n ,
capitalization,  parts  of
speech,  sentence
structure, and subject-
verb agreement. These
skills  are  essential  for
b o t h  r e a d i n g
comprehension  and
written  expression.

Writing in
Response
to
Reading
S o m e  w e e k l y
assessments include a
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brief  written  response
component.  Students
may be asked to write
a  sentence  or  short
paragraph  explaining
their  thinking  about  a
passage. This provides
insight  into  how  well
students  can  organize
their  thoughts  and
c o m m u n i c a t e  i n
writing, an increasingly
important skill as they
progress  through  the
grades.
By  covering  such  a
broad  spectrum  of
skills, the McGraw Hill
Weekly  Assessment
Grade  3  Wonders
paints  a  complete
p i c t u r e  o f  e a c h
student 's  l i teracy
development.

How
Teachers

Can Use
Weekly
Assessme
nt Data
Effectivel
y
Collecting data is only
the  first  step.  The  true
power of the McGraw
H i l l  W e e k l y
Assessment Grade 3
Wonders  lies  in  how
t e a c h e r s  u s e  t h e
r e s u l t s  t o  s h a p e
instruction.  Here  are
severa l  p rac t i ca l
strategies  for  making
the  most  o f  these
weekly evaluations:
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Identify
Skill Gaps

Quickly
W h e n  a  s t u d e n t
consistently  misses
questions  about  main
idea, for example, the
teacher  knows  to
p rov ide  ta rge ted
instruction in that area.
The  weekly  format
means  that  gaps  are
identified  early,  before
they  compound  over
time.

Group
Students
for
Differenti

ated
Instructio
n
Assessment results can
guide flexible grouping.
Students  who  have
mastered  the  week's
skills  might  work  on
enrichment  activities
w h i l e  t h o s e  w h o
struggled  receive
s m a l l - g r o u p
r e t e a c h i n g .  T h e
McGraw Hill  Weekly
Assessment Grade 3
W o n d e r s  d a t a
supports  this  kind  of
responsive teaching.

Inform
Whole-
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Class
Instructio

n
When a majority of the
c l a s s  m i s s e s  a
part icu lar  type  of
question,  the  teacher
knows  to  revisit  that
skill  with  the  entire
group.  This  prevents
the  entire  class  from
moving  forward  with
u n r e s o l v e d
misunderstandings.

Communi
cate with
Families
S h a r i n g  w e e k l y
assessment  results
with  parents  helps
them  unders tand
exactly what their child
is  learning  and  where

they  need  support.
Teachers  can  provide
specific suggestions for
home  practice  based
on  the  data.

Track
Growth
Over
Time
The cumulative nature
of  the  McGraw  Hill
Weekly  Assessment
Grade  3  Wonders
al lows  teachers  to
graph  progress  across
the school year. This is
invaluable  for  parent-
teacher  conferences,
IEP meetings, and end-
of-year reporting.

Support
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for
English
Language
Learners
and
Diverse

Learners
The  McGraw  Hi l l
Weekly  Assessment
Grade  3  Wonders
i n c l u d e s
accommodations  and
supports  that  make  it
accessible  to  a  wide
range  of  learners.
Engl ish  Language
Learners  benefit  from
t h e  c o n s i s t e n t
s t r u c t u r e  a n d
predictable  format,
w h i c h  r e d u c e s
cognit ive  load  and

allows  them  to  focus
on demonstrating what
they  know.  V isua l
supports,  simplified
language  options,  and
extended  t ime  are
available as needed.
For students with IEPs
o r  504  p l ans ,  t he
assessments  can  be
administered  with  the
a c c o m m o d a t i o n s
specified  in  the
student's  plan.  This
e n s u r e s  t h a t  t h e
assessment  measures
reading  ability  rather
than irrelevant barriers
like time constraints or
complex  instructions.
The data from weekly
assessments  can  also
be  used  to  monitor
progress  toward  IEP
goals ,  making  the
McGraw Hill  Weekly
Assessment Grade 3
Wonders  a  versatile
t o o l  f o r  s p e c i a l
education teachers and
general  education
teachers  alike.
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Integratin
g
Technolo
gy with
Weekly
Assessme
nts
Many schools now use
the  digital  version  of
t h e  McGraw  H i l l
Weekly  Assessment
Grade  3  Wonders.
The  online  platform
offers  several
advantages:

Automatic
scoring –
Teachers receive
instant results,
saving hours of
grading time.
Data

dashboards –
Visual reports
show class
trends and
individual
student
performance at a
glance.
Item analysis –
Teachers can see
which questions
were most
frequently
missed and
adjust instruction
accordingly.
Student-
friendly
interface – The
digital format is
engaging and
intuitive for third
graders.
Accessibility
features – Text-
to-speech,
enlarged text,
and other
supports are built
into the platform.

H o w e v e r ,  m a n y
teachers also value the
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p a p e r - a n d - p e n c i l
format  for  certa in
students  who need to
mark  up  the  text  or
who  struggle  with
screen-based  reading.
The  flexibility  of  the
McGraw Hill  Weekly
Assessment Grade 3
Wonders  program
means  that  educators
can choose the format
that  best  meets  their
students' needs.

Addressin
g
Common
Challenge
s
N o  a s s e s s m e n t
program is  without its
challenges,  and  the
McGraw Hill  Weekly
Assessment Grade 3
W o n d e r s  i s  n o

exception.  Here  are
s o m e  c o m m o n
concerns  and  how  to
address them:
Time  constraints  –
F i t t i n g  a  w e e k l y
assessment  into  an
a l r e a d y  p a c k e d
s c h e d u l e  c a n  b e
difficult. Many teachers
i n t e g r a t e  t h e
assessment  into  their
existing reading block,
using  it  as  a  guided
practice activity rather
than  a  separate  test
session.
Student  anxiety  –
Some children become
stressed  by  frequent
testing.  Teachers  can
m i n i m i z e  t h i s  b y
f r a m i n g  t h e
a s s e s s m e n t s  a s
"check-ins" rather than
high-stakes  tests  and
b y  c e l e b r a t i n g
improvement  rather
than  just  high  scores.
Data overload – With
a  new  assessment
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each  week,  teachers
may feel overwhelmed
by the volume of data.
Focusing  on  two  or
three  key  data  points
per week can make the
in format ion  more
m a n a g e a b l e  a n d
actionable.
Alignment  concerns
–  Occas iona l l y ,  a
ques t ion  may  not
perfectly align with the
p r e v i o u s  w e e k ' s
instruction.  In  these
cases,  teachers  can
u s e  t h e  i t e m  a s  a
teaching  opportunity
r a t h e r  t h a n  a
summative  measure.
The  McGraw  Hi l l
Weekly  Assessment
Grade  3  Wonders
team  cont inua l l y
refines  assessments  to
e n s u r e  s t r o n g
alignment.

Tips for
Parents
Supportin
g the
Wonders
Weekly
Assessme
nt at
Home
Parents  play  a  crucial
role  in  their  child's
reading  development.
W h e n  a  c h i l d  i s
participating  in  the
McGraw Hill  Weekly
Assessment Grade 3
Wonders  program  at
schoo l ,  the re  a re
several  ways  families
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can provide meaningful
support at home:

Read daily –
Even fifteen
minutes of
reading each
evening builds
stamina and
vocabulary.
Discuss what
was read – Ask
questions like
"What was the
main idea?" and
"Why do you
think the
character made
that choice?"
Review weekly
vocabulary –
Use the words in
conversation
throughout the
week.
Encourage a
growth
mindset –
Celebrate effort
and
improvement
rather than
perfect scores.

Stay in touch
with the
teacher – Ask
how your child is
doing on the
weekly
assessments and
what you can do
to support
specific skills.

When  parents  and
t e a c h e r s  w o r k
together, the McGraw
H i l l  W e e k l y
Assessment Grade 3
Wonders  becomes  a
tool  for  collaboration
rather  than  just  a
m e a s u r e m e n t
instrument.

The
Broader
Role of
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Assessme
nt in the
Wonders
Curriculu

m

T h e  w e e k l y
assessments  are  just
one  component  of  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
assessment  system
within  the  Wonders
program. In addition to
t h e  McGraw  H i l l
Weekly  Assessment
Grade  3  Wonders


