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THE LEGEND OF ST
GEORGE AND THE
DRAGON:
HISTORY,
SYMBOLISM, AND
ENDURING LEGACY

F e w  t a l e s  f r o m
medieval  lore  are  as
instantly  recognizable
as  the  s to ry  o f  St
George  And  The
Dragon.  This  iconic
narrative,  depicting  a
courageous  knight
slaying  a  terrifying
b e a s t  t o  s a v e  a
p r i n c e s s  a n d  a
k i n g d o m ,  h a s
permeated  Western
culture  for  centuries.
B u t  b e n e a t h  t h e

s u r f a c e  o f  t h i s
dramatic  showdown
lies  a  rich  tapestry  of
historical fact, religious
s y m b o l i s m ,  a n d
evolving  allegory.  The
legend  of  St  George
And The Dragon is far
more  than  a  simple
fairy tale; it is a story
about  the  triumph  of
good  over  evil,  faith
over fear, and courage
i n  t h e  f a c e  o f
overwhelming odds. In
this  article,  we  will
explore  the  origins  of
the  legend,  its  key
them es ,  cu l t u ra l
impact,  and  why  it
continues  to  resonate
with audiences today.
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THE HISTORICAL
FIGURE BEHIND
THE MYTH: WHO
WAS SAINT

GEORGE?

Before  exploring  the
dragon,  it  is  essential
to understand the man.
Saint  George  was  a
real  historical  figure,
though  details  of  his
life  are  shrouded  in
m y s t e r y  a n d
hagiography.  Most
historians  believe  he
was a Roman soldier of
Greek  or  Palestinian
origin  who  served  in
t h e  R o m a n  a r m y
during  the  reign  of
Emperor  Diocletian  in
the late 3rd and early
4th centuries AD.

From
Roman

Soldier to
Christian
Martyr
George was born into a
Christian  family,  and
his faith set him apart.
W h e n  D i o c l e t i a n
initiated  one  of  the
m o s t  s e v e r e
p e r s e c u t i o n s  o f
Christians  in  Roman
history, George refused
to renounce his beliefs.
He  was  a r res ted ,
t o r t u r e d ,  a n d
eventually  executed
for  his  faith,  l ikely
around  the  year  303
AD.  His  steadfastness
and  courage  in  the
face  of  death  made
him a powerful symbol
o f  C h r i s t i a n
martyrdom.  His  cult
grew rapidly, spreading
f r om  the  E as te rn
Medi ter ranean  to
Western  Europe.  He
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became a patron saint
of  many  countries,
including  England,
Portugal,  and Georgia,
as well  as of  soldiers,
scouts,  and  those  in
need of protection.

THE CORE
NARRATIVE: HOW
THE DRAGON
ENTERED THE
STORY

The  famous  dragon
episode was not part of
the earliest accounts of
Saint  George’s  life.  It
was added much later,
likely around the 11th
or 12th century AD, as
the  saint&#x2019s
popular i ty  spread
westward.  The  most
familiar  version of  the
tale was popularized in
the  13 th -centu ry
collection  The  Golden
Legend  by Jacobus de
Voragine.

The
Setting of
the
Legend
The  story  typically
begins in a city called
Silene, located in Libya
(though some versions
place it in Cappadocia).
N e a r  t h e  c i t y ,  a
venomous dragon had
m a d e  i t s  l a i r  i n  a
swampy  lake.  The
beast had the power to
poison the air with its
breath,  spreading
disease and death. To
appease  the  dragon
and  prevent  it  from
r a v a g i n g  t h e
c o u n t r y s i d e ,  t h e
terrified  citizens  began
offering  it  a  daily
tribute of sheep. When
the supply of sheep ran
low, the cruel decision
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was  made  to  sacrifice
the  c i ty&#x2019s
children,  chosen  by
lottery.

The Key
Character
s: The
Princess
and the
Saint
As fate would have it,
the lottery selected the
king&#x2019s  own
daughter,  a  beautiful
and innocent princess.
The king, heartbroken,
offered all his gold and
half his kingdom if his
daughter  could  be
spared, but the people
refused.  The  princess,
dressed  in  her  finest
clothes, was led to the

lake to meet her doom.
At that moment, Saint
George happened to be
riding by. He asked the
princess  why she was
weeping. Upon hearing
her story, he declared
that  he  wou ld  not
abandon  her.  Trusting
in God, he mounted his
horse,  made  the  sign
o f  t h e  c r o s s ,  a n d
charged at the dragon.

THE BATTLE: A
CLASH OF GOOD
AND EVIL

The  confrontat ion
between  St  George
And The Dragon is the
dramatic  heart  of  the
story. According to the
legend,  George  used
his lance to strike the
beast with great force,
p i n n i n g  i t  t o  t h e
ground.  The  dragon,
wounded and subdued,
lay  at  his  feet.  But
George  did  not  kill  it
immediately.  Instead,
he told the princess to
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tie  her  girdle  around
the  dragon&#x2019s
neck.  The  creature,
now  tamed,  followed
her like a dog into the
city.
The  c i t i zens  were
terrified when they saw
t h e  d r a g o n
approach ing .  But
George  reassured
them, telling them not
to  fear.  He  declared
that  if  they  would  be
baptized and believe in
Christ,  he  would  slay
the beast. The king and
all  his  people  were
converted, and George
then  drew  his  sword
and killed the dragon,
freeing the city from its
terror forever.

Symbolis
m and

Allegory
in the
Legend
The story of St George
And The Dragon is rich
w i t h  a l l e g o r i c a l
meaning. While it  is a
thrilling adventure, it is
also  a  parable  with
d e e p e r  l a y e r s  o f
significance.

Good versus
Evil: The most
straightforward
interpretation.
The dragon
represents evil,
chaos, and the
destructive
forces of the
world. George
represents
virtue,
righteousness,
and divine order.
Faith and
Redemption:
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George does not
rely solely on his
martial skill. He
makes the sign
of the cross
before the battle,
signifying that
his power comes
from his
Christian faith.
The dragon is
ultimately
defeated through
a combination of
courage and
spiritual
conviction.
The Taming of
Primal Fear:
The princess
symbolizes
innocence and
vulnerability. By
taming the
dragon and
leading it into
the city, George
demonstrates
that fear can be
conquered and
transformed into
a source of

strength for the
community.
Conversion and
Salvation: The
conversion of the
entire city after
the
dragon&#x2019s
defeat highlights
the theme of
spiritual renewal.
The dragon is not
just a physical
monster but a
symbol of
paganism or sin
that must be
overcome
through faith.

ST GEORGE AND
THE DRAGON IN
CULTURE AND ART

Few images have been
as  widely  reproduced
in Western art as that
of  St George And The
D r a g o n .  F r o m
Renaissance  paintings
to  modern  films,  the
scene  continues  to
inspire  artists.
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Artistic
Depiction
s Through
the Ages
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
famous depictions is by
the Italian Renaissance
master Raphael, whose
painting  “St.  George
and  the  Dragon”  (c.
1506)  captures  the
violent  energy  of  the
battle.  The  saint  is
shown  mounted  on  a
white  horse,  driving  a
l a n c e  i n t o  t h e
d r a g o n & # x 2 0 1 9 s
m o u t h .  T h e
b a c k g r o u n d  i s  a
dramatic  landscape,
and  the  princess  can
be  seen  fleeing  in  the
distance.
Another  iconic  version
is by the German artist
Albrecht  Dürer,  who

created both a painting
and a woodcut  of  the
subject.  In  Dürer’s
work,  the  dragon  is
d e p i c t e d  a s  a
grotesque,  bat-winged
c r e a t u r e  w i t h  a
s e r p e n t i n e  t a i l ,
e m p h a s i z i n g  i t s
demonic nature. These
works,  and  countless
others,  have  fixed  the
image  of  the  knight
and  dragon  in  the
collective imagination.

The
Influence
on
Literature
and Film
Beyond visual  art,  the
legend  has  influenced
countless  works  of
literature. The motif of
a hero slaying a dragon
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to save a maiden or a
k i n g d o m  i s  a
cornerstone  of  the
fantasy genre. Authors
like  J.R.R.  Tolkien  and
C.S. Lewis drew on the
archetype for their own
d r a g o n - s l a y i n g
narratives.  In  modern
cinema, the story of St
G e o r g e  A n d  T h e
D r a g o n  h a s  b e e n
adapted several times,
though  often  with  a
more  humanistic  or
revisionist  perspective.

THE SYMBOLISM
OF THE DRAGON

The  dragon  in  th is
legend is not a generic
monster.  It  embodies
specific  qualities  that
made  it  a  powerful
symbol in the medieval
mind.

Chaos and
Destruction:
The dragon
represents the
wild, untamed

forces of nature
that threaten
civilized life. Its
poisonous breath
is a metaphor for
disease,
corruption, and
moral decay.
Paganism and
Heresy: In the
context of the
Crusades and the
spread of
Christianity, the
dragon often
symbolized non-
Christian beliefs
and practices.
Slaying the
dragon was a
metaphor for the
triumph of the
true faith over
false idols.
Internal
Struggle: On a
personal level,
the dragon can
represent the
inner demons
that all
individuals must
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confront: fear,
anger, greed,
and doubt.
George&#x2019
s victory is a
model for
overcoming
one’s own inner
dragons.

PATRONAGE AND
NATIONAL
IDENTITY

St  George  is  perhaps
most  famous  as  the
p a t r o n  s a i n t  o f
England.  The  English
flag,  the  St  George’s
Cross, is a red cross on
a  white  background,
and  it  is  flown  proudly
on  St  George’s  Day,
April 23rd. The story of
St  George  And  The
Dragon  has  become
i n t e r t w i n e d  w i t h
E n g l i s h  n a t i o n a l
identity,  representing
bravery,  chivalry,  and
a  s e n s e  o f  m o r a l
purpose.

However, St George is
also the patron saint of
many other places and
causes .  He  i s  t he
p a t r o n  s a i n t  o f
Georgia,  Portugal,
Lithuania, and Ethiopia,
among  others.  He  is
also the patron saint of
soldiers,  farmers,  and
B o y  S c o u t s .  T h e
universal i ty  of  his
appeal  speaks  to  the
power of his story.

MODERN
INTERPRETATIONS
AND RELEVANCE

In contemporary times,
the story of St George
And  The  Dragon  has
been reinterpreted and
c r i t i q u e d .  S o m e
modern  readers  are
uncomfortable with the
s t o r y & # x 2 0 1 9 s
underlying  messages
about  gender  roles  or
violence.  The  princess
i s  o f ten  seen  as  a
pass ive  damsel  in
d i s t ress ,  and  the
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d r a g o n  a s  a  o n e -
dimensional  villain.
F e m i n i s t  a n d
postcolonial  readings
have  emphasized  the
need to question these
archetypes.
Others view the legend
as  an  a l legory  for
personal  courage  and
moral  integrity.  In  a
world  often  filled  with
o v e r w h e l m i n g
p r o b l e m s  l i k e
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
c o l l a p s e ,  s o c i a l
injustice,  and  political
division,  the individual
who stands up to speak
truth to power can be
seen as a modern-day
St George. The dragon
is  no  longer  a  literal
beast  of  scales  and
fire,  but  the  immense
chal lenges  fac ing
humanity.  The  story
reminds  us  that  one
person  of  conviction
can make a difference.

CONCLUSION

T h e  l e g e n d  o f  S t
G e o r g e  A n d  T h e
Dragon  is  a  timeless
tale  that  has  evolved
o v e r  n e a r l y  t w o
millennia.  What began
a s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  a
m a r t y r e d  R o m a n
soldier grew into a rich,
allegorical  narrative
about  faith,  courage,
and  the  tr iumph  of
good  over  evil.  From
the  sta ined-g lass
windows  of  medieval
cathedrals to the pages
of  modern  fantasy
novels,  the  image  of
the  knight  and  the
dragon  remains  a
powerful and enduring
symbol.  Whether  we
view it  as  a  historical
curiosity,  a  religious
parable, or a source of
national  pride,  the
legend  continues  to
i n s p i r e ,  p r o v o k e
thought, and remind us
of the eternal struggle
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between  l ight  and
darkness.  It  is  a story

that,  l ike  the  saint
himself,  refuses  to  be
forgotten.


